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Kuwaiti cabinet offers resignation 

KUWAIT CITY (AJFPl — The Kuwaiti cabinet submit- 
ted its resignation on Sunday, preventing an upcoming 
vote of no-confidence against tbe informatioo minister in 
paiiiament. “To allow th e bead of government and crown 
prince to fakethe oeassary measures, the miiiSCTsTiave - 
offered their resignations to him," said an official state- 
ment. The mass resignation comes two days before Infor- 
mation Minister Sheikh Sand Nasser A] Sabah was to 
face a no-cotffidence motion tabled by Islamist deputies. 
The resignation of die cabinet prevents the threatened no- 
confidence motion against the minister, analyse said, and 
gives the prime minister. Sheikh Saad AI Abdullah A1 
Sabah, the opportunity to reshuffle his line-up. The min- 
ister is accused by Islamist deputies of authorising the 
exhibition of books during a book fair here in November 
which are capable of “damaging Islam." 



Israeli attack helicopter 
crashes into sea 

NETANYA (AFP) — An Israeli air force general and a 
student-pilot were missing on Sunday after a Cobra attack 
helicopter crashed into the Mediterranean during a train- 
ing flight, officials said. An air and sea search was 
launched for General Shmuel Eldar, 45. who was flying 
as an instructor, and the student-pilot, a lieutenant, the 
officials said, bn they bad not been located several hours 
after the crash. The U.S.-made helicopter plunged into the 
sea just offshore from Netanya, about 15 kilometres north 
of Tel Aviv. “The aircraft radioed to another Cobra that 
was accompanying it that there was a technical problem 
and preparations w ere made for an emergency landing,” 
Air Force chief Eytan Ben Eliahu told reporters. “Sud- 
denly the tail fell apart and the helicopter went into a spin 
and fell into the sea," he added. 
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Jordan protests to Israel 
over Sharon’s statement 


Bylbreq Ayyoub 

Special To the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The government on Sunday summoned 
Israeli ambassador in Amman, Oded Eran, to protest a 
statement made by a senior Israeli minister declaring 
Israel will assassinate the bead of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) Khaled Misha’al, Jordan Televi- 
sion said Sunday. 

It said acting minister of foreign affairs, Talal Sata’an 
Hassan, made the protest on behalf of the government 
over foe statement nw/jp by Isr aeli In f rastmo me Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon that Td Aviv is still de term i iwil rT EffT 
Hamas leader Khaled Misha' a], who foe Israeli Mossad 


be added 

“We denounce these statements. The Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs will take foe appropriate action,” foe acting 
prims minister said 

Meanwhile, Hamas warned Israel that h will retaliate 
if the Jewish state carried exit its threat. 

“The Zionists’ attempts to whitewash the image of its 
secret security service [foe Mossad] will not pass unpun- 
ished" said a one-page statement issued by Hamas. 
“The time when their crimes were carried out without 
punishment has vanished" 

Two Israeli Mossad agents were arrested following a 
Toils attack against Mn-Msha’al in Amman on Sept 
23. 


attempted to assassinate in September. 

“Jordan rejects any assault on the life of any citizen 
whether its was carried out inside car outside the King- 
dom and considers [what Mr Sharon said] a threat to its 
security and a violation of international law,” JTV quot- 
ed the minister as telling the Israeli ambassador. 

Mr. Sharon told Israel's Channel Two television Sat- 
urday that Israd bad infant Jcedan that u intended '“to 
finish off foe job” of assassinating Mr. Misha ’al, but not 
on Jordanian soil. 

' Acting Prime Mmistar Abdullab Ensour described 
Mr. Sharon's statements as~“&ad “aid “snspirious^-and — 
contradicting declared Israeli government policy. 

“Khaled Misha’al is a Jordanian citizen protected by 
foe Jordanian law and the leadership of Jordan and we 

will never accept such threats fo.hisjife,’'_said Dc 

Ensour. 

“These statements do not tally with statements made 
by foe Israeli government that it was willing to regain 
understanding with the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.” 


They injected a poisonous chemical into his left ear. 

. Mn Misha' al was rescued after His Majesty King 
Hussein forced Israel to provide foe antidote. 

The government said it would only resume security 
cooperation with Israel under the J994 peace treaty after 
Mossad chief Danny Yatom was removed. 

Israel was also fored to release Hamas spiritual leader 
Ahmad Yassin and several other Jordanian and Palestin- 
ian prisoners in exchange for the two agents. 

Mr. Yatom submitted his resignation last month fol- 
lowing a series of failed Mossad operations in Europe 
ragajnstlran and HLfooHah. 

“The declaration of Shanxi, a man wittfa long terror- 
ist history, is an open confession of foe desire of the 
Zionist entity to continue its terrorist acts against civil- 
jans," said the Hamas statement 

“Hamas, "which ' has~ tanghr foe enemy [Israel} unfor- 
gettable lessons, knows how to protect its leaders and 
bow to turn tire sacrifices of its members into a fire that 
will swallow the occupier,” it added. 


‘The statement of this terrorist and Zionist monster is 
a flagrant challenge to Arab governments.” 

Hamas also urged the Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) to take a "practical and clear stand" vis-a-vis Mr 
Sharon. 

Lower House Deputy Mohammad Azaideb also 
slammed Mr. Sharoa's statement describing it an exam- 
ple of “tire Jewish mentality.” 

“This mentality wants to tell the whole world that they 
are able to hit anybody at any time. This policy of arro- 
gance and deceit should come to an end,” he told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

.‘These statements are aimed at showing the people 

that Jordan isweak and unable 10 preserve its security,'" 
he said. 

“Jordan will not allow anybody to harm its security 
and knows very well how to protect the people and 
guests living on its soil.” Me Azaideh asserted 

In Tel Aviv Israeli Cabinet Secretary Dani Naveh 
declined to comment directly on whether his govern- 
ment had taken any decision to liquidate Mr. Misha’al. 

“I know one thing, the government has a policy which 
the prime minister is leading without compromise to 
fight terror, to fight the terrorist organisations and to fight 
the heads of the terrorist organisation,” Me Naveh told 
Reuters. 

- “This war will continue in every place and every 
time." he added 

Egypt’s Foreign Minister Amr Musa described Mr. 
Sharon's threats as “state terrorism.” 

— ’ ‘‘With this threat, we have reached a very serious stage 
which shows the imbalance in the orientation of Israeli 
policy and which leads to state terrorism,” Mr. Musa 
said 


Assad, Hrawi renew Rift “ Israeli 

■' . . V-V cabinet over 

commitment to peace south Lebanon, 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

SYRIAN PRESIDENT 
Hafez AJ Assad and his 
Lebanese counterpart Elias 
Hrawi have renewed their 
commitment to a just and 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East, officials said 
on Sunday after talks 
between the two leaders. 

Presidential spokesman 
Joubran Kourieh said the 
two men also affirmed dur- 
ing a summit meeting that 
ended late on Saturday, the 
link between the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks in peace 
talks with Israel. 

“President Assad 

affirmed that Syria will 
support Lebanon in all that 
it sees as its national inter- 
est, the interest of its stabil- 
ity, reconstruction, libera- 
tion of its lands and the 
preservation of its dignity,” 
Mr. Kourieh said 
He said the talks covered 
the ' Middle' East - 'peace - 
process and the difficulties 
and obstacles “caused by 
foe actions and manoeuvres 
of the current Israeli gov- 
ernment." 

Officials said the talks 
covered Israel's conditional 
offer to withdraw from 
south Lebanon, which has 
already been rejected by 
Syria and Lebanon. 

Mr. Kourieh said the sum- 
mit talks were attended by 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik AJ Hariri, Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Bern’ and 
Foreign Minister Paris 
Bouez, and for Syria- by*~ 
Vice-President Abdul- 
Halim Kbaddam and For- 
eign Minister Farouk AT 
Sftaraa. 

President Hrawi 's talks 


preceded a tour of the 
region by British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook, dur- 
ing which he will visit 
Lebanon and Syria on 
-Wednesday. - - - - 

Meanwhile, Israel’s top 
official for Lebanon said 
Sunday that Syria must be 
associated to any attempt to 
arrange a withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from the 
buffer zone they occupy in 
south Lebanon. 

“Any attempt to sideline 
Syria from efforts to 
resolve the Lebanon con- 
flict would be rash because 
it is clear they are in control 
of that country.” said Uri 
Lubrani, the defence min- 
istry’s coordinator for 
Lebanese affairs. 

Mr. Lubrani said on Israel 
public radio that Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordecbai launched “a 
carefully prepared initia- 
— rivelLseveraL.wedks-ag o to 
achieve an Israeli with- 
drawal from Lebanon in 
tandem with a renewal of 
peace talks with Syria 
which were broken off two 
years ago. 

“The time seems ripe for 
Israel to meet the condi- 
tions set out for years by 
Lebanon” for a withdrawal. 
Ml Lubrani said. 

Mr. Lubrani accompanied 
Mr. Mordechai to talks in 
Paris early this month on 
the Lebanon and Syrian 
tracks of the peace process 
mid -Israel_tdevision_smd __ 
French officials offered 
their help in achieving an 
agreement leading to an 
Israeli withdrawal from 
south Lebanon. 


Golan parallel 
withdrawal 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel's government was 
divided Sunday over 
whether it could withdraw 
its occupation forces from 
south Lebanon without 
reviving negotiations with 
Syria on a parallel pullback 
from the Golan Heights. 

The debare became pub- 
lic after Infrastructure Min- 
ister Ariel Sharon, the cab- 
inet's leading hawk, came 
out over the weekend with 
a surprise proposal for a 
unilateral, staged with- 
drawal from Israel’s self- 
declared security zone in 
south Lebanon. 

T suggest a redeploy- 
ment, after a wanting and 
an announcement of very 
clear steps, from part of the 
zone so the Lebanese can 
en ter” Mr. Sharon said in a 

'television' interview: 

Mr. Sharon said the pull- 
out would have to be 
accompanied by a stern ' 
warning that any attacks 
launched on Israel after the 
withdrawal would be met 
with severe retaliation 
against targets across 
Lebanon. 

He made no mention of 
any negotiations with 
either Lebanon or its Syri- 
an patron over the terms of 
the withdrawal. 

Mr. Sharon’s proposal 
appeared on the surface to 
Be a ’sharp turnaround for 
foe security hardliner who 
was defence minister when 
Israeli troops invaded 
Lebanon in 1982. 


Sudanese president ord . 
‘reconsideration’ of Egy 1 
confiscated property 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudanese President Omar Al 
Bashir has ordered several 
ministries to “reconsider 
immediately" confiscated 
Egyptian property in the latest 
sign of improved ties between 
foie two countries. 

Gen. Bashir's instructions 
on Saturday were widely seen 
as paving the way for foe 
return to Egypt of residences, 
schools and the Khartoum 
branch of Cairo University 
which were confiscated by foe 
Sudanese government starting 
in 1992. 

An official source said Sun- 
day that Gen. Bashir ordered 
the minis tries of irrigation, and 
general and higher education 
“to take necessary and imm e- 
diate arrangements for recon- 
sideration of foe question of 
foe Egyptian institutions in 
Sudan." 

Residences and rest houses 
of foe Egyptian ministry of 
irrigation and schools of the 
- Egyptian- education- ministry, . 
as well as the local branch of 
Cairo University, have been 
held by the Sudanese authori- 
ties over the last six years. 

President Bashir said his 
decision came "in compliance 
with the state’s policy of 
removing all impediments 
before foe tremendous devel- 
opment process being wit- 
nessed in the eternal relations 
of the two sisterly countries." 

Cairo and Khartoum started 
in the past few months to patch 
up relations, which have been 
strained since Gen. Bashir's 
Islamist-led government came 
to power in 1989. 

Ties between foe two neigh- 
bours took a turn for the worst 
when Egypt accused Sudan of 
involvement In a bid by Egypt- 


ian Islamists to kill Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
1 995 during a visit to Ethiopia. 
On Friday Gen. Bashir tele- 
phoned Mr. Mubarak to dis- 
cuss the efforts being made to 
improve bilateral relations. 

President Bashir's orders 
triggered satisfaction in Khar- 
toum where foe charge d'af- 
faires of the Egyptian 
embassy, Ramadan .Al Sherif, 
was quoted by the local press 
as expressing his “happiness." 

Mr. Sherif called the deci- 
sion “a step that will restore 
■ foe stale of affairs to normality 
and will strengthen the ties 
between the brotherly peo- 
ples." 

He added; “Sudanese- 
Egyptian relations are too firm 
to be affected by winds or 
stomas."’ 

The Khartoum press also 
welcomed foe "wise decision" 
issued by Gen. Bashir, with 
the independent daily Al Rai 
Al Aam saving this would 
revive ties between foe two 
neighbours. 

Tt is a turning point for end- 
ing the disputes and restoring 
relations for the better,'' the 
newspaper said, quoting a 
senior political source. 

Sudan seized 17 Egyptian 
schools in December 1992, 
and in March 1993 confiscat- 
ed the Cairo University branch 
which had been set up in 
Khartoum in 1955. 

In May 1994 Sudanese 
police also confiscated the 
Egyptian "Nasser" sporting 
club as well as 30 residences 
owned by the Egyptian irriga- 
tion ministry. 

Egypt demanded S900 mil- 
lion of compensation from 
Sudan in January 1995. 


Israeli settlers damage 20 Palestinian cars in Hebron 


KYRIAT ARB A (AFP) — Jewish settlers 
smashed foe windshields of 20 Palestinian cars 
and stoned Arab homes overnight near the West 
Bank city of Hebron, witnesses said Sunday. 

A far-right Jewish group, the Road Defence 
Committee; claimed responsibility for the van- 
dalism in a telephone call to Israel Radio, saying 
they were retaliating for shots fired Friday-at foe 
Jewish enclave in Hebron. 

Palestinian witnesses said about 15 aimed 
Israelis from the Jewish settlement of Kiryat 
Arha just outside Hebron systematically 


smashed the windshields of 20 Arab-owned cars 
in the area and stoned several Arab homes. 

The vandalism followed several days of violent 
protests in Hebron and other Palestinian towns of 
the West Bank over the slaying of three Palestin- 
ian workers by Israeli soldiers Tuesday at an 
army checkpoint. 

Scores of. Palestinians in Hebron were wound- 
. ed by rubber-coated bullets fired by Israeli troops 
during foe rioting. 

On Friday night, a group of settlers from foe 
Jewish settfement inside Hebron fuelled tensions 


by trying marching out of their quarter and into 
zones controlled by foe Palestinian National 
Authority. 

Their Incursion into the Palestinian zone 
sparked a new round of rioting during which 14 
Palestinians, including eight journalists, were 
wounded by rubber-coated bullets and three 
Israeli soldiers were hurt by’ stones. 

The police later announced that they would 
press charges against around 30 settlers over foe 
incident, which one Israeli official called "a clear 
provocation” 



Lower House of Parliament Deputies Nashaat Hamameh and Abdullah 
Akaileh declare their withdrawal along with 15 others from the session held 
Sunday. The 17 membersprotested against the visit of Lower House speaker 
and six other deputies to Tel Aviv on Tuesday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

17 deputies withdraw 
from session in protest 
against Tel Aviv visit 


Ragheb, Bassam Haddadin, about him. 

Nawaf Khawaldeh, Sami Deputy Prime Minister 

Kbasawneh, Nayef Moul a, Abdullah Ensour denied that 

Riyad Daoud ami Abdullah 


By Fairouz Abu-Gbazaieh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

vMMAN — In a show of 
protest against a visit by 
Lower House speaker and a 
parliamentary' delegation to 
Tel Aviv last week: 17 angry 
deputies walked out at foe start 
of Sunday s House session. 

House Speaker Sa'd Havel 
Srour and eight other deputies 
accompanied His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
during his visit to Israel last 
weekT 

“Your visit to foe Zionist 
state, which gave foe impres- 
sion that Parliament is normal- 
ising relations with Israel, does 
not reflect foe pulse of Jordan- 
ian people, the majority of 
which opposes the idea of nor- 
malisation and collaboration 
with the enemy,” said foe state- 
ment signed by IS deputies. 

Mr. Srour defended the visit 
and said that he and the 
deputies who accompanied 
foe Crown Prince to Tel Aviv 
represented the majority of the 
House and not only opposition 
deputies. Ml Srour was 
accompanied by Deputies 
Ziad Shweikh, Ali Abu] 


JazL 

“What drives us is whar is in 
the best interest of this coun- 
try," the speaker told the 
House. 

During a heated debate, 
some deputies criticised the 
visit while others defended 
and praised it 

“We condemn this visit.. 
which does not represent Par- 
liament’s position,” Islamist 
Deputy Abdullah Akaileh told 
reporters after his withdrawal. 

On foe other hand. Deputy 
Lutfi Baighouti shewed 
“extreme surprise at how some 
colleagues are claiming to be 
ovemationalistic. whereas (.the 
trip) was for the benefit of foe 
homeland., not a vacation.” 

With less than 50 deputies 
present, the House then moved 
to discuss remarks that were 
allegedly made by Interior 
Minister Nathir Rashid. 

The weekly Shihan tabloid, 
quoting a Guff newspaper, said 
Mr. Rashid had allegedly 
accused Ma'an deputies of 
spreading ties and falsehoods 


Ml Rashid marie such 
remarks. 

• The Ma’an deputies had ear- 
lier demanded that the minister 
resign accusing him of being 
responsible for the riots that hit 
the town last month and left 
one person killed and 26 
injured 

Dr. Ensour said the govern- 
ment held foe deputies in 
utmost respect “In the name 
of the government I deny that 
foe interior minister had made 
these slanderous remarks to 
any newspaper under any cir- 
cumstances," Dl Ensour 
asserted 

Mr. Rashid also denied foe 
allegations saying they were 
groundless and echoed Dr. 
Ensour’s words that be deeply 
appreciates and respects the 
Ma’an deputies. 

Meanwhile, the government 
promised foe House to present 
it with a new draft election law 
before the end of the present 
House’s session, expected to 
last till the end of this month. 


Arafat voices deep fears for 
peace process at OIC meeting 


DOHA (AFP) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat said 
Sunday the Middle East peace 
process was dying, and he 
warned Israel that the self-rule 
territories were on foe verge of 
exploding into violence. 

”1 am not exaggerating 
wlien 1 say that the peace 
process is almost dead because 
of the obstinare and irresponsi- 
ble policies of the Israeli gov- 
ernment,” Mr. Arafat told a 
meeting of Islamic foreign 
ministers here. 

“The situation in the occu- 
pied territories is very serious 
and threatens to explode," he 
said 

"The Israeli government 
must realise that there will be 
no peace, no .stability and no 
security unless Jerusalem 
becomes foe capital of a Pales- 
tinian state," he added 

Mr. Arafat called on Israel to 
"implement foe agreed 
accords" by withdrawing firm 
West Bank land, freeing Pales- 
tinian prisoners, allowing the 
opening of a Palestinian air- 
port and sufe passage corridors 


between the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, and by lifting the 
security closure of the self-rule 
territories. 

“My brothers, Jerusalem is 

calling you and you must save 
it” Mr. Arafat said at the open- 
ing of a four-day meeting of 
foreign ministers from the 55 
members of foe Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference 
(OIO. 

kraeli -Palestinian peace 
talks have, been stalled for 12 
months mainly because of foe 
Israeli government’s settle- 
ment expansion policies and 
its refusal to hand over a size- 
able parcel of West Bank land 
to the Palestinians. 

Tension has been heightened 
in recent days after Israeli sol- 
diers shot dead three Palestin- 
ian workers at a checkpoint 
near the West Bank city of 
Hebron on Ttiesdav. 

The shooting triggered five 
days of violent clashes 
between youths and Israeli sol- 
diets in the West Bank in 
which more than 100 Pales- 
tinians were injured. 


Mr. Arafat hailed the Feb. 23 
accord brokered by U.N. chief 
Kofi Arman in Baghdad to end 
the Iraqi arms inspection crisis, 
but he accused foe internation- 
al community of operating 
with double standards toward 
foe Arab World. 

“Why are there these double 
standards in foe implementa- 
tion of international resolu- 
tions?’ asked Mr. Arafat. 

“Do international resolu- 
tions only apply to the Arabs? 
Why ate the- dozens of resolu- 
tions chi Palestine left dormant 
in the drawers of the United 
Nations?” he added 

Threats by Washington to 
use force to make Iraq comply 
with U.N. disarmament reso- 
lutions sparked widesp rea d 
anger in foe Arab Worid and 

calls for U.S. pressure to make 

Israel comply with U.S.- 
backed peace accords and 
U.N, resolutions. 
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Israel on alert for parcel bomb offensive 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli security forces 
went on heightened alert Sun- 
day. fearing tbai two weekend 
parcel bomb explosions could 
signal a new offensive by 
Palestinian activists, officials 
said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu also 
focused his weekly cabinet 
meeting Sunday on the securi- 
ty issue following five days of 
violent protests on the West 
Bank which erupted alter 
Israeli soldiers killed three 
Palestinian workers at an army 
checkpoint Israel Radio said. 

Police officials said they had 
deployed extra patrols in urban 


areas and set up roadblocks 
leading into the main cities in a 
bid to prevent more booby- 
trapped packages from being 
set out 

An Israeli man had his hands 
blown off Saturday when he 
picked up a brightly coloured 
gift-wrapped box left in a park 

in a northern Israel town and it 
exploded 

A similar bomb exploded 
Biday on a sidewalk in Arab 
east Jerusalem, slightly injur- 
ing five passers-by. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
either bomb, but Israeli police 
said the devices were made of 
components used in the past by 


Palestinian activists opposed to 
peace agreements signed with 
Israel by the FLO. 

They said the Jerusalem 
bomb was apparently destined 
for the Jewish western sector of 
the city but was either left in the 
east because the bombers spot- 
ted a police patrol or exploded 
prematurely. 

Both bombs contained sever- 
al hundred grammes of low- 
grade explosives, compared to 
the several kilogrammes of 
explosives used by Islamist sui- 
cide bombers who have killed 
scores of Israelis over the past 
two years, most recently in two 
multiple attacks in Jerusalem 
last July and September. 


The latest bombings coincid- 
ed with an eruption of violent 
protests in fie occupied Pales- 
tinian territories ovct the shoot- 
ing Tuesday by Israeli soldiers 
of three ^estinian construc- 
tion workers at an army check- 
point near Hebron- 

More than 100 Palestinians 
have been injured, including a 
12-year-old boy who has been 
dec lared brain dead, by rabber- 
coated metal bullets fired by 
Israeli soldiers during daily 
protests which erupted since 
the Tuesday night killings. 

Israel acknowledged that the 
three Palestinians were killed 
in a "tragic mistake’* by sol- 
diers who mistook the workers 


for terrorists after the van in 
which they were riding struck a 
guard at the checkpoint. 

The three soldiers involved in 
the shooting were briefly 
detained but then released, fur- 
ther idfcriatihg the Palestini- 
ans. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Saturday lashed out 
ai Israel's haish harKfling of the 
protests and called for ‘‘interna- 
tional protection against these 
aggressions." 

Anti-Israel groups led by the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas >, which has carried our 
the deadliest attacks on Israel, 
have vowed to avenge the 

killin gs 


Israel, Lebanon in trial run for 
possible troop withdrawal — report 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
and Lebanon recently agreed 
on. with U.S. mediation, 
security arrangements for a 
village in south Lebanon in a 
deaf Israel sees as a trial run 
for a possible full withdrawal 
of its forces from the region, 
the Maariv newspaper report- 
ed Sunday. 

Under the agreement 
reached three months ago. 
forces of the Israeli-allied 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
withdrew from a village in 
the Jezzine enclave just north 
of the buffer zone Israel 
occupies in south Lebanon, 


the newspaper said. 

The agreement was 
designed to ease travel for 
Lebanese civilians in the 
Jezzine area, a finger of 
SLA-controiied land jutting 
north from the Israeli buffer 
zone. 

Since the pullback from the 
village of war FaJIus, Maariv 
said, the Lebanese army has 
prevented Hizbollah guerril- 
las from using the area to 
launch attacks on Israeli and 
SLA forces to the south. 

It was the first time that 
Israel or its SLA allies with- 
drew from any part of the 


south Lebanon buffer area 
since it was created in its cur- 
rent form following Israel’s 
withdrawal from the much of 
the rest of Lebanon in 19S5. 

Maariv quoted senior . 
Israeli sources as “attributing 
great importance" to the suc- 
cess of the agreement, which 
they viewed as "a trial run" 
tor a possible Israeli with- 
drawal from the entire buffer 
zone. 

“The distribution of labour 
between the SLA and the 
Lebanese army in the Jezzine 
area is a good example of 
possible coexistence between 


the two forces." the newspa- 
per quoted the sources as 
saving. 

The Jezzine arrangement 
was drawn up by Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and presented to 
Martin Indyk- U.S. assistant 
secretary of state for the Near 
East and a former ambas- 
sador to Israel. Maariv said. 

Mr. Indyk and U.S. coordi- 
nator for the Middle East. 
Dennis Ross, agreed to take 
the idea to the Lebanese and 
the arrangement was worked 
out by the U.S. mediators, the 
newspaper said. 


Turkish officer rebuffs Yilmaz’s attack on forces 


ANKARA (R) — A Turkish 
military officer has strongly 
denied warnings by Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz that the 
army was bringing its power- 
ful influence to bear on poli- 
tics. 

“No one in the Turkish 
armed forces has a coup in 
mind.” Hurriyet newspaper 
Sunday quoted an unnamed 
senior’officer as saying. “The 
subject does not even, come up 
in our conversations." 

Mr. Yilmaz on Friday- 
accused the secularist generals 


of trying to make political gain 
from a campaign against 
Islamists and sounded a warn- 
ing of possible damage to 
democracy. 

“I am warning everyone...the 
fight against fundamentalism 
is a joint state straggle. 
Nobody should make it a per- 
sonal vehicle for power," he 
said. An MP from Mr. Yil- 
maz's Motherland Party con- 
firmed the military was the tar- 
get of the remarks. 

The comments reported by 
Hurriyet did not constitute an 


official military statement but 
senior officers often speak 
anonymously to the media to 
express sentiment within 
Turkey's powerful armed 
forces. 

The officer said Mr. Yilmaz 
was inventing the threat of mil- 
itary pressure in order to 
excuse his own political fell- 
ings. 

“Some people are making up 
fantasy scenarios to hide their 
own failure." the officer said. 
“From now on everyone is 
starting to say things to protect 


their own positions." 

Mr. Y ilmaz took office last 
year after Necmettin Erbakan 
resigned as modem Turkey's 
first Islamist prime minister, 
forced out by intensive pres- 
sure from the military. 

Mr. Yilmaz. a secularist con- 
servative. is now under pres- 
sure to make good on pledges 
to cuib political Islam. 

But he defied the brass earli- 
er this month by backing down 
in the face of street protests 
against a ban on Islamic head- 
scarves in education. 


Turkey says 27 killed in 
Kurdish rebel conflict 


DIYARBAKIR (R) — 

Turkey said Sunday its 
security forces had killed 
24 Kurdish rebels for the 
loss of three soldiers in 
clashes in the country's 
southeast. 

The emergency rule gov- 
ernor's office in the city of 
Divarbakir said in a state- 
ment that troops backed by 
air power had killed 24 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) guerrillas in Simak 
province late on Saturday. 

Three soldiers were also 
killed and the operations 
were continuing, it said. 

Heavy fighting has raged 
in the remote area for at 


least three days. The gover- 
nor’s office on Friday 
announced the deaths of 23 
other PKK rebels in earlier 
fighting. 

Domestic newspapers 
said the security operation 
was designed to hit the 
PKK prior to the Kurdish 
spring festival of Newroz 
on March 21. often a time 
for protest by Turkey's 
Kurdish minority. 

More than 27.00(1 people 
have been killed in the 13- 
vear conflict between the 
Turkish security forces and 
the PKK, fighting for self- 
rule in the mainly Kurdish 
southeast. 


At least five dead in 
southern Iran earthquake 


TEHRAN ( AFP) — A pow- 
erful earthquake has struck 
the southern Iranian 
province of Kerman, killing 
at least five people and caus- 
ing w idespread damage to a 
town and 15 surrounding vil- 
lages. officials said Sunday. 

Around 50 people were 
also injured in die quake 
measuring 6.4 on the Richter 
scale which centred on the 
town of Golbaf. a carpet- 
making centre with a popula- 
tion of 12.000. the interior 
ministry said 

Red Crescent Society 1 offi- 
cials in Kerman told Age nee 
France Presse of "great 
material damage” in Golbaf. 


10C> kilometres southeast of 
ihe city of Kerman, and in 
neighbouring villages. 

Communication and 
power lines have been cut 
and water pipelines were 
broken in the quake which 
hit at 11:12 p.rn. Saturday, 
they said. 

Many houses collapsed in 
pcorer areas of the town and 
a large number of livestock 
also perished 

The officials said the relief 
agency had rushed to the 
scene overnight with drink- 
ing water and bread On Sun- 
day a helicopter was being 
used to evaluate the extent of 
the disaster and relief needs. 


Iran nuclear 
energy chief 
to visit 
Russia 


TEHRAN (R) — The head 
of Iran’s nuclear energy pro- 
gramme will visit Moscow- 
next month at the invitation 
of his Russian counterpart, a 
newspaper said Sunday. 

“Iran’s Atomic Energy 
Organisation head Aghaz- 
adeh is due to leave here for 
Moscow next month on an 
official visit to Russia.” the 
English-language Tehran 
Times newspaper said 
quoting an unnamed 
“informed source." 

Russian firms have been 
hired to complete an unfin- 
ished 1 ,000-megawatt 
nuclear power plant at the 
Iranian Gulf port of Bushehr 
ac a cost of $850 million. 

The United States and 
Israel have urged Russia not 
to go ahead with work at 
Bushehr, fearing Russian 
assistance could help Iran 
obtain nuclear weapons. 

Iran, which does not have 
any working nuclear power 
stations, says it needs such 
plants in order to produce 
20 per cent erf its electricity- 
needs. •. 

Two Russian ministers on 
Wednesday said Russia 
would press ahead with the 
Bushehr project despite 
U.S. opposition. Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Vladimir Bulgak during a 
visit to Iran this month 
agreed in principle that 
Russian firms would help in 
building a second and third 
reactor at Bushehr. 

A delegation from Mr. 
Aghazadeh's organisation 
headed by his deputy. 
Assadoliah Saboori. is 
already in Russia to hold 
talks with Russian atomic 
energy officials, Tehran 
Times reported. 

Iran this month rebuked 
Ukraine for scrapping a 
nuclear cooperation deal 
with Tehran under U.S. 
pressure, tkraine backed 
out of an agreement to pro- 
vide turbines for the 
Bushehr plant. 




MANNEQUIN AT ARMS EXF»0: Emirate Defence Minister Mohammad Ben Rashed 
AI Maktoum <L> on Sunday listens to Gorden Biwokw of American Eagle Simulation 
talk about the SAM (Simulated Anaesthesia Mannequin), used for training in anesthe- 
sia and emergency trauma medicine, during the opening of The Triple International 
Defence Exhibition TRTDEX 98 in Abu Dhabi (See story on page 12) (AFP photo) 
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Suspect to go on trial for 
attack on British embassy 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A man who 
"allegedly' hurled tr-petrol 
bomb at the gate of the 
British embassy in Amman 
last month has been 
charged by the State Secu- 
rity Court with "attempts 


to stase a terrorist act. a 


judicial source said Sun- 
day. 

But no date has been set 
for the trial of Ziyad Abdul 
Hafez. 24. suspected of 
carrying out the foiled 
attempt on Feb. 1 1 at the 
height of popular tension 


sparked by Iraq's crisis 
with the United Nations 
over weapons inspections. 

Lf convicted by the mili- 
tary court; Mr. Abdul 
Hafez could face up to five 
years in jail with hard 
labour, some lawyers said. 

However, the court's ver- 
dict can be appealed. 

“Mr. Abdul Hafez was 
officially charged with 
attempting a terrorist act 
but it does not seem that he 
is affiliated with any polit- 
ical party or group.” said 
the source, who requested 
anonymity. “ 

“It seems that he master- 


minded the botched plan ftfilpC Io\.VC 

nn hie nurn" hf* tnld rhr v lUCkJ * W ** k 

respondeni 


on his own,’’ he told the 
Jordan Times. “We expect 
the trial to start soon.” 

Security agents arrested 
the suspect before he threw 
the homemade .bomkar the 
embassy’s gates. It did not 
explode and nobody was 
injured. 

At the time of the alleged 
attack, government sources 
said Mr. Abdul Hafez's 
botched attack was “an 
attempt to protest against 
the British government's 
pro-U.S. policy and threats 
to launch a military strike 
against Iraq.’’ 
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Badia exhibit opens in London 


LONDON (Petra) — An exhibition of 
photographs depicting life in the Jordan- 
ian badia and bedouin heritage was 
opened Sunday in London under the 
joint patronage of HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, and the duke of 
Kent. 

Also attending the opening were Jor- 
danian Ambassador to the United King- 
dom Fuad Aycub and Sharifeh Zein Bint 
Nasser, director of public relations of the 


Jordan Badia Research and Development 
Programme (JBRDP). 

The JBRDP-sponsored exhibition, one 
of a series of activities to expose British 
society to life in the Jordanian badia, 
runs until March 26. 

The other activities include a lecture 
by programme director Mohammad 
Shahbaz and a review of the research 
being conducted in the badia regions of 
Jordan. 


Vf-1"! •[, . 
i . i it ; r - • • 

^.Uv.: - 

£-J .unv •, 
^ \1 \- : 

> Mr L, i 

in ih; .. 

** him rv 

V 

; Lijuny iin- 

'/dan Oft 1 ,r ; 

^ | Wn 1 „, L , 

- 

>biin “ 

-."I" 


■».- r 


■IQRD.ANJCELEYISIQN 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
16:10 The World of Peter the 
Rabbit and Friends 

16:30 French Programmes 

18:00 .Riding High 

18:30 Drama — Neighbours 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Doc. — CinqSurCuiq 

19 JO News Headlines 

15fc35 Comedy — Hope and 
Gloria 

20:00 Documentary — Perspec- 
tive 

20i3Q The American Chart Show 

22:10 Drama — Marker 

22:00 News in English 

2&30 ..Drama — Law and Order 

23:05 Baywaich Nistes 

23:59 End of T.X. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


— - 

10:10 Frankfurt, London (Rfi ,J l - ri . v 


Tel. 


PRAYER TIMES 


Anglican Church 
4624853/4624SI I. 

St Afrtm Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 77P5J. 

Amman Internationa] Church 
Tel. 865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56S8404 
The Evangdkal Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654952 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Safle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
-46374*10 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

4623541 

Church of Presentation. S«ei- 

firfi TeL 592^146 

The L’niate Catholic Church 

TeL 4624757 


dusty, with clouds appearing a: 
different altitudes and winds 
southeasterly to southwesterly 
me. On Monday, temperarares 
will drop, humidity will rise, with 
clouds building up and winds 
westerly active. Rainfall is expos- 
ed to last until Thursday. In 
Aipha. ii will be relatively warm, 
dusty, winds south westerly active, 
and was rough. 


Natir pii ae mao 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman I2£4 

Aqaba. - 1670 

Deserts 10/26 

Jordan Valley !4£S 


IRBUfc 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amc 
Ai Q-jds pROTacv . 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa$hahin 

Khalifeh pharmacy 


..4623672 

Radio Jordan 7741]] 



.109)99099 

..4636730 

..4frU945 

...4637660 

Water Authontv .56S0100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Pow er Co 463638 1 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma 

Hospital 

.(02)275555 

S47632 

RJ Right Information. -.44-53200 
Queen Alia Lntl. Ahpon ....44-53200 

Greek 

Catholic 

Hospital 

.102)272275 

...2150080 

Ibn AI 

Nalces 

Hospital 

.102)247100 


16:45 New York. Amsterdam (Rif) 

18:05 ...Kuwait tRJ) 

18^35 Casablanca. Tunis tRJ) 

21:45 .Tel Aviv (add 1 0U) 

°3:00 Jeddah (add 1(RJ) 

03:05 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur CRJ) 


11:00 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

12:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

12 JO Cairo (RJ) 


./— i 


HOSPITALS 


-095170 

9S5417 


EMERGENCIES 


AMMAN: 

Th? An* Centre for Heart and Special 

Surety 5921199 


AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 


I0J»3I41JI 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
.Amman 23, .Aqaba 29 Humidity 
readings: Amman 22 per cent. 
.Aqaba 24 percent. 


Food Cc^rrei Centre 4637 1 ! I 

Gv2 Dsfcnce Depfftmert 

Cr.:: Defence Immediate Rescue 

-...4630341 

Cv.\ Defence Emergency 199 

Rc« PtJ&ar : 92. 462111 1.46377T7 


The Edjmte. AhUi JH613K7 

Hussein Medical Come TeL 836813. 
S56S56 

Luzmfla 4630105 




.... -Fajr 

The Engtish-Language Catholic 


Fje Bnrcde. 

..4617101 

05^41 


Parish TeL 46I4J90 


S.ond Si'.L. 

775121 

11:44. 


Evangelical Free Church TeL 

USEFUL 

Poke? 

...843402 

15:09. 

‘Asr 

892679 

TELEPHONE 

Ira.*®.* ?o. - :re 

..5963Q0 

17:47 


Tlx Baptist Church TeL 

NUMBERS 

Security DepL.. 

...463032 ( 

19dW 


4628052 

MCHT m TV 

H.yr. Ccrra*;ar:ts 

..^605800 


CHURCHES 


The Armenian Catholic Church 

77 1331 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swrifiehl Tel- 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

Sl Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by aV Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
The effect of khamsin weather 
conditions will List until Monday 
evening. It will be warm. dry. and 


AMMAN: 

Dr. IssamAsmar _89QS>4 

Dr. Mdal As’ad 751672 

Dc OamahAlHussdm 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Mustab 744635 

Frias pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

AI .Asema pharmac> -46“055 


Pr^e Crmpla:nis..._ 5661 176 

Wje: &, -4197467 

A*rm2r. Municipuhti Complains 

— ,787111 

Telephone L-iormahon i directory 

as.sisLL'Ke* 121 

Calls ...0102311 

Csr.rai .Amman Telephone 

Rspdrs 4623101 

Aida!: T=:. Repairs 3661 101 

Jordan Televisktn / - ? i 1 1 


Khalidi Maternity 4644 2S 1/6 

Akiieh Maternity. _..464244JC 

J^ai Amman Maiemity 4642362 
Malha>. J. Amman. ......4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ^07071 

Shmevant Hospital ^669151 

University Hospital .545S45 

AUMuasher Hospital .566722 7 /9 

AI-Ahli. Abdal; 56WI64/6 

Italian. .Al-Muhajreen ...777101/3 
AI- 

Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka SO 1 61 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...5602240/50 

Anui Hospital 5674(55 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

( 09)9S3?23 

Zarqa National Hospital 



Ibn Sma Hospital...^ .,i 09/986732 
AI Hikma Modem Hwpital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
.AIRPORT 


This ir.tbrmiJtti.in L\ supplied b\ 
Boyd JonUviurn iRJ> mfnmuition 
deparmvm as ike Queen Mia Imer- 
netirna! Airport Tel. i-t-t i5J20tt-5, 
n here a should tdnay s be \ eriJiaL 
Information e.i inker flights cun bt‘ 
supplied or. phone 44 ifJTiSJt, 


Other Flights 

W:I5 - London (BA) 

09:15 Cairo (MS ) 

Khartoum (SDf 

13:25 Bahrain (GFl 

Doha (QR) 

-...Menna (OSi 

16:00 D uba i (EK) 

— Istanbul (SDl 

20^0 -..Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:10 —.Paris, Damascus (AF> 

— -Athens (OA) 

01:25 Amsterdam (KL) 


19:40 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:40 Damascus (RJi 

20:45 jAbu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 .... Sanaa (RJ) 



la n muni 




Cl pa 


lu Mn. 




Other Flights 

06:00 JstnnbuUTK) 

08:25 ..London (BA) 

10:30 ... Al'ArishlPF) 

10 JO Cairo (MS) 




I3J0 

14:15 


...Istanbul (SD) 
..Bahrain (GF) 


’V., : 4>l|r -: 

Hi y K iv . . 

.X *■■'., 
Nl1 


15^0 DohafQB) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 


■^ r> 


v- • •> 


U -“ni;. 

V-M,! 


Roy al Wings (R>V) 

06:05 — TeJ Aviv (RW) 

07:25 ^Amman (QaLAI tRW) 

07:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
i RW) 


arri\;auj 


V? 1 ?? - Aqaba (RWj 

11:10 -Amman (QAJA) (RW) 

12:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) ^ ; 

21:20 
22=0 
(RWT 


17:00 ..... Damascus, Dubai (EK) 

19:00 Khartoum (SDl 

21:20 Tel Aviv (LV> 

23-J3 Damascus, Paris 

02:25 Amsterdam 

03:00 ^Athens (OA) 


..V" 



Aqaba (RW) 

Amman (Marka Airport) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ ) Flights 

°7:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08^5 Damascus i RJ) 

— loldah(RJ| 

V* 1? New Delhi (RJi 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi t RJ) 

10:05 .Beirut (RJ> 

Cairo iRJ> 

London (RJ) Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:-0 Beirut (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

05:30 Amman (Marks Airport)(R^ 
06»0 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


departures 


07:55 Amman (QAIA) (R^ 
08-JO Amman (Marka 
(RW) 

11H20 Aqaba (R^ 


S?4 


air. 




11:40 Amman (QAIA) 0*^ V^|,„ 

20l 30 ,^Amman (QAiA) ‘ l\ i f . 


21*^0 


int-v. f U v 

•v --'i 
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Jordan Times, Monday, March 16, 1998 
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Mortars 
fall on 
Thailand’s 
Mae La 
refugee 
camp 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Two 
nKMtarshdIslan<fedonMaeLa 
camp in northern Thailand’s 
Tak province Sunday, injuring 
one Karen refugee, Thai mili- 
tary sources said. 

Sources based near the camp 
said the shells hit at about 1 
pjzL (0600 GMT), shortly after 
Thai army chief Gen. Cfcanha 
Thanajaro left the area at the 
end of meetings with local 
commanders. 

Mae La camp bouses some 
30,000 Karen refugees loyal to 
Karen National Union (KNU) 
General Bo Mya, the leader of 
Myanmar’s (Burma's) last eth- 
nic resistance movement Thai 
security forces at Mae La were 
checking aD traffic going in and 
out of the camp Sunday and 
confirmed that they bad heard 
rumours of a pending attack 
from Myanmar-based troops. 

The KNU Saturday said 
fighters from the Democratic 
Karen Buddhist Army 
(DKBA) and Myanmar gov- 
ernment farces had crossed the 
border and were threatening to 
attack Mae La, which lies eight 
kilometres inside Thailand. 

Gen. Chettha toured the bor- 
der area Sunday to assess 
reports that Myanmar-based 
troops were poised to launch 
more raids, army sources sakL 
Sunday’s shelling follows a 
vicious attack on Karen 
refugees last week which killed 
three civilians and left about 
9000 people homeless. 
Wednesday, 70 to 100 troops 
crossed the border and attacked 
nearby Huay Kalok camp, 
killing three refugees and set- 
ting fire ro more "than L000 
dwellings. , 

The Thai niiH^iy has refect- 
ed accusations from aid woik- 
ers and refugees ihat it did noth- 
ing to stop last week’s raid on 
Huay Kalok, which boused 
almost 10,000 refugees- 
Thailand has since boosted 
troop numbers along the border 
but sources in Mae La said 
refugees still feared for then- 
safety. 

The Untied Nations and otber 
aid organisations have urged 
the Thai government to ensure 
the security of refugees living 
on Thai soil as tensions along 
the frontier mount 
Last week’s attack was con- 
demned by the U.S. govern- 
ment which accused 
Myanmar, formerly Burma, of 
waging a “campaign of tenor” 
against Karen refugees in 
Thailand 

Myanmar officials have 
denied any government 
involvement in the raids. 



An ethnic Albanian girl holds up candles, as she makes the victory sign, during a 
demonstration in the centre of Pristina, the capital of Serbia's province of Kosovo. 
Ttens of thousands of ethnic Albanians participated in a demonstration, calling for 
peace in the troubled province of Kosovo (Reuters photo) 


Pro-independence Taipei 
mayor leaves on U.S. tour 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Pro- 
independence Taipei 
mayor Chen Shui-Bian left 
Sunday for the United 
States on a nip that risks 
angering Beijing amid 
improving Sino-U.S. ties. 

‘There are a lot of indi- 
viduals and organisations 
in the United States who 
are very much concerned 
about the direction of 
Taiwan’s future,” Mr. Chen 
told reporters before leav- 
ing on a Sunday morning 
flight to Los Angeles. 

It’s also our responsibili- 
ty and obligation to spell 
out our common voices.” 

He is to continue on to 
Washington, New York and 
Chicago to address several 
U.S. think-tanks during an 
eight-day visit 
_Rep 9 rts h ad-said the vet- < 
eran Taiwan politician, a 
pptential candidate for the 
presidency in 2000, was 
given assurances last 
month from the U.S. State 
Department that he would 
meet with U.S. Vice 
President A1 Gore but a 
meeting with President Bill 
Clinton had not been 
finalised 

Asked whether or not his 
father would meet Mr. 
Clinton, the mayor's son 
said: “There is no such 
arrangement” 

Mr. Chen, who rose to 
political prominence when 
he won the first ever direct 
elections for the Taipei 
mayor’s post has held 
meetings here over the past 
two months with former 
U.S. Ambassador to China 
James Lille y, American 
Institute in Taiwan 
Chairman and Managing 
Director Richard Bush and 
Anthony Lake, former U.S. 


national security advisor. 

China is adamant that 
countries with whom it has 
diplomatic relations do not 
recognise Taiwan officials 
in any way, regarding the 
nationalist island as an 
integral part of its territory 
despite the Chinese nation- 
alists setting up a govern- 
ment there after being 
defeated in a civil war on 
the mainland in 1949. 

Mr. Chen's trip comes 
amid improving relations 
between Beijing and 
Washington, with the 
announcement Saturday 
that the U.S. administra- 
tion would not sponsor an 
annual U.N. resolution 
condemning human rights 
abuses in China. 

“Fundamentally, we feel 
there's been enough 
progress to warrant an 
apprpach that is somewhat 
different this year.” said 
White House spokesman 
Eric Rubin, citing China's 
decision to sign the U.N. 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights 
and the freeing of several 
political prisoners includ- 
ing pro-democracy dissi- 
dent Wei Jingsheng. 

The trip also follows a 
decision by Mr. Clinton to 
move forward a trip to 
China to June after 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin visited Washington 
for a summit in October 
last year. 

Fellow DPP colleague 
Chang Chun-Hung, a 
member of parliament, said 
the Taipei mayor’s trip 
would serve to redefine 
Taiwan's relationship with 
China and the United 
States amid the apparent 
warming of Sino-U.S. ties. 


Mr. Chang said he 
expected Mr. Chen to 
“make breakthroughs on 
some fronts, given his high 
popularity in the party.” fie 
did not elaborate. 

But Fu Kun-Cheng. a 
lawmaker with the New 
Party, dismissed the trip, 
saying it “is of no great 
significance.” 

Mr. Fu said the visit 
would probably increase 
Mr. Chen’s standing in the 
DPP but would not affect 
ties with China or the 
United States. 

Relations across the 
Taiwan Strait have been 
wanning with recent state- 
ments from the Chinese 
mainland’s semi-official 
Association for Relations 
Across the Taiwan Strait 
(ARATS) and its. Taiwan 
counterpart, the Straits 
Exchange Foundation 
(SEF), to resume talks. 

Last Thursday, Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen said that “the time 
is ripe for the wo sides of 
the Taiwan Straits to 
engage in political negotia- 
tions under the principle of 
‘one China'.” 

The statement was a big 
step forward for both sides 
following just over two 
years of worsening ties 
over Taiwan President Lee 
Teng-Hui’s visit to the 
United States in mid- 1995. 

Mr. Lee’s trip enraged 
China, affecting its rela- 
tions with Washington, and 
sparked six rounds of war 
games and ballistic missile 
tests by the Chinese mili- 
tary near Taiwan, interpret- 
ed by observers as a strong 
warning to Taipei not to try 
to promote the island’s 
independence. 


Ugandan army kills 30 children 
in mistaken rebel ambush 


KAMPALA (AFP) — The 
Ugandan army has killed 
30 children in an ambush 
in northern Uganda’s 
Kitgum district after mis- 
taking them for rebels, the 
weekly Rupihy newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

TTie paper said the chil- 
dren, who reportedly died 
on March 1. were among 
60 people recently abduct- 
ed by the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) 
rebels in JKitgum's Agago 
county. 

A handful of rebels had 
taken a large group of the 
captives to fetch water 
from a swamp, when gov- 
ernment forces lying in 
ambush for the rebels 
opened fire, killing more 
than 30’children. 

Residents of the area 
only discovered days later 
what had happened when 
they came across the rot- 
ting bodies, some of which 
still had ropes on their 
wrists with which they had 
been earlier bound by the 
rebel group, operating 
under the command of the 
self-styled Brigadier 
LakatL 

Survivors of the ambush 


were either admitted at a 
hospital or taken to the 
northern Ugandan regional 
army headquarters in 
Gulu, the paper said. 

Rupiny said that the 
1,000-strong force, includ- 
ing fresh abductees, later 
crossed the border back to 
their bases in government- 
held territory in southern 
Sudan. 

Military officials here 
confirmed to AFP Sunday 
rhar the ambush had 
indeed taken place, but 
declined to give further 
details or comment. 

In 1995, LRA rebels 
marching hundreds of kid- 
napped children back to 
their bases across the bor- 
der into Sudan were 
attacked by a Ugandan 
military helicopter gun- 
ship, killing scores of the 
children. 

The LRA has been fight- 
ing the Ugandan govern- 
ment for a decade in an 
attempt to overthrow it and 
put in its place a system of 
rule based on the biblical 
10 commandments. 

The rebels’ main method 
of recruitment is by abduc- 
tion, through which up to 


'10,000 children are 
believed to have been kid- 
napped and turned into 
either soldiers or sex 
slaves since 1994. 

At least 3,000 of the cap- 
tives have escaped and 
reported that over 80 per 
cent of the LRA rebel 
force is made up of 
abductees aged under 18 
years. 

Uganda accuses Sudan 
of backing the LRA and 
several other rebels fight- 
ing to destabilise the 
Kampala regime, while 
Sudan counter-accuses 
Uganda of supporting John 
Garang’s rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) battling Khartoum 
since 1983 to end domina- 
tion of the mainly 
Christian and animist 
south by the Arabised, 
Islamic north. 

Inhabitants of northern 
Uganda are overwhelm- 
ingly in favour of a negoti- 
ated end to the devastating 
war, arguing that it is their 
children who are dying in 
the fighting, but Yoweri 
Museveni has repeatedly 
said he was committed to a 
military end to the conflict 


Congressmen 
in Taiwan to 
probe alleged 
political 
donations 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Three 
U.S. congressmen investi- 
gating the illegal donations 
to the 1996 U.S. election 
campaign have been trying 
to speak with Taiwanese 
politicians and business 
leaders over their alleged 
involvement in the scandal, 
officials said Sunday. 

The foreign ministry 
reftised to identify the three 
U.S. congressmen who 
arrived here on March 11 
for a 10-day trip to conduct 
“interviews" with several 
senior government officials 
and top businessmen. 

Officials said, however, 
the U.S. government had 
informed Taiwan of the trip 
and provided authorities 
with a list of people the con- 
gressmen planned to speak 
with. A U.S. inquiry showed 
that about $80,000 had been 
funnelled to the U.S. 
Democratic Party for the 
President Bill Clinton’s 
1996 presidential reelection 
bid. 


Gonzalez cautious on 
hopes for Kosovo mission 


MADRID (AFP) — The 
European envoy to Kosovo. 
Felipe Gonzalez, sounded 
cautious Sunday on hopes for 
his mediation mission to the 
crisis in the Serbian-ruled 
province, reiterating that 
Yugoslav President 

Slobodan's attitude remained 
“absolutely decisive.” 

"The attitude of President 
Slobodan Milosevic is 
absolutely decisive. If 
Milosevic says he does nor 
accept a mission in his coun- 
try, it will not be possible to 
get a result,” Mr. Gonzalez 
said on his return to Spain 
from New York. 

Mr. Milosevic has so far 


declined suggestions of out- 
side mediation in the province 
whose autonomy was 
revoked by Belgrade in 1989. 

“If the Yugoslav Republic's 
authorities refuse to receive a 
representative in their own 
country, then there is no other 
means of visiting them 
against their will.” the former 
Spanish prime minister 
udded* 

“Since 1989, I have fol- 
lowed the conflicts in the 
region closely. If somebody, 
seeing what has happened 
since then, is able to make an 
optimistic statement. I'd be 
delighted to meet them and 
congratulate them.” he went 


on. 

Mr. Gonzalez in New York 
met U.S. envoy for the 
Balkans Robert Gelbard for 
talks on the crisis in Kosovo 
where Serbian police have 
killed more than 80 ethnic 
Albanians in a crackdown in 
two weeks. 

The Spaniard was this week 


named as envoy of the 
European Union and the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). 

The ethnic Albanians, who 
make up 90 per cent of the 
population of Kosovo, have 
called for outside mediators to 
help find a political solution. 


Over 10,000 in silent 
protest in Kosovo 

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AFP) — More than 10,000 people 
took to the streets in the Kosovo capital Pristina Sunday for a 
silent commemoration of the victims of the Serbian crack- 
down on ethnic Albanians. 

Demonstrators held portraits of the late Mother Teresa, who 
was of ethnic Albanian origin, while others made a V sign for 
victory, or held candles. 

Banners expressed solidarity with residents of the Drenica 
region where about 80 ethnic Albanians including 20 women 
and children were killed by Serbian forces in late February 
and early March. 

Demonstrators marched to the city's only Roman Catholic 
church where a mass was to be held in honour of the victims. 

Most Kosovo Albanians are Muslims and only about five 
per cent of the Serbian province's residents are Roman 
Catholic. Serbians who make up about 10 per cent are pre- 
dominantly Christian Orthodox. 


Bosnians await ruling on 
disputed town 

BRCKO, Bosnia- Herzegovina (AFP) — An international 
arbitration commission was set to role Sunday on the fate of 
Bosnia’s disputed northeast town of Brcko. 

However, some diplomats were suggesting that a final rul- 
ing — already postponed for a year — could be delayed again. 

According to the office of the top international envoy to 
Bosnia, Carlos Westendorp, the commission should have 
announced its decision Sunday at around 4:00 p.m. (1500 
GMT). 

Brcko, a river port of some 40,000 inhabitants, is claimed by 
both of Bosnia’s entities — the Serbs’ Republika Srpska and 
the Muslim -Croat Federation. 

Cazim Sadikovic, the Muslim negotiator within the com- 
mission, said Saturday that the town would probably be 
placed under the jurisdiction of the Bosnian federal authori- 
ties, while m aintainin g an international presence. 

The commission had been expected to rule last year on the 
fate of Brcko, but postponed the decision and placed the town 
under international supervision. 

The commission was set up under the 1995 Dayton peace 
accords after neither side could agree which entity should 
have Brcko, which was captured by die Bosnian Serbs in 
1992. 

For the Serbs, it is a vital link between both halves of their 
territory, while the Croats and Muslims, who formed the 
majority before the war, say that to award it to the Serbs would 
be rewarding “ethnic cleansing.” 


Body of former Irish minister found in the sea 


CORK, Ireland (AFP) — The 
body of Irish MP and former 
government minister Hugh 
Coveney was recovered in the 
sea off the south coast Sunday 
after a major rescue alert when 
he went missing while out walk- 
ing his dogs, die Irish navy con- 
firmed. 

Coveney, 62, who was MP for 
Cork South-Central, had gone 
walking with his three dogs 
along the cliffs at Roberts Cove, 
near his Minane Bridge home in 
Cork Saturday, but failed to 


rerum. An extensive search 
involving the Irish Navy, 
lifeboats, helicopters and other 
emergency services located his 
car and two of his three dogs. 

The third dog was then dis- 
covered about 50 feet down a 
dangerous cliff-face. 

Just before midday, naval 
divers recovered his body from 
the sea within yards of where the 
third dog had been found, li is 
believed he may have plunged 
to" His death while trying to help 
his dog. 


A member of the centrist Fine 
Gael party, now in the opposi- 
tion, he was minister for defence 
and marine from 1994 to 1995 
and junior minister in the 
finance department from 1995 
to 1997. 

Prime minister Bertie Ahem 
led tributes to Coveney and said 
he was “deeply shocked” by his 
death. 

Fine Gael party leader and for- 
mer prime minister John Bruton 
described his death as “an 
unmitigated tragedy." He 


described him as a distinguished 
politician and a person of “great 
kindness." 

A chartered surveyor with 
extensive business interests, Co- 
veney was one of the wealthiest 
members of the Irish parliament. 

A former lord mayor of Cork, 
he first became an MP in 1981. 

He was also a member of the 
ministerial team involved in the 
Northern Ireland peace process 
in 1996-97. 

He was the father of seven 
children. 
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French left set to strengthen 
power base in regional elections 


PARIS iRi — The French 
voted Sunday in regional 
elections which, though 
falling to catch the public 
imagination, could have 
major political repercus- 
sions. 

Some commentators pre- 
dicted abstentions could 
approach 40 per cent, an 
unusually high race in a 
country which traditionally 
take* its politics seriously. 

Most opinion polls indi- 
cated the left was headed 
fora big victory, strengthen- 
ing the hand of Socialist 
Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin, his party's likely 
candidate at the 2002 presi- 
dential election. 

A left-wing victory 
Sunday would deal a second 
heavy blow to the opposi- 
tion centre-right following 
it* upset defeat in parlia- 
mentary elections last June 
at the hands of the now-rul- 
ing coalition of Socialists. 
Communists and Greens. 


The left has portrayed the 
regional vote as u referen- 
dum on Mr. Jospin's rule 
while the opposition insists 
it netleets only local con- 
cerns. 

Following a 1992 sweep 
in the last regional polls, the 

centre-right now conta'ls all 
but two of the 22 regions in 
mainland France plus 
Corsica. It also holds two of 
the four overseas region*. 

Analysts were predicting 
the lion's share of regions 
could end up in the left's 
hands after Sunday's vote. 

French regional councils 
have lirnitedauthoriiy. They 
oversee regional planning 
and hand out and administer 
state subsidies in education, 
transport, housing, training 
and environmental protec- 
tion. But they provide 
national • politicians w ith 
crucial local power bases 
that are particularly impor- 
tant for the parliamentary 
opposition. 


A big victory for the left 
would be widely viewed as 
a strong endorsement of Mr. 
Jospin's moves cowards 
European Monetary' Union, 
imposing a 35-hour work- 
ing week and relying on a 
strong state role in combat- 
ing France's near-record 
12.1 per cent unemploy- 
ment. 

The centre-left daily 
Liberation, in an editorial 
published Saturday, said the 
opposition was upset that 
the Socialist premier had 
given it so little ammunition 
for a campaign. 

Mr. Jospin was offering 
France's more than 3S mil- 
lion voters a winning 
"secret cocktail" advocating 
French participation in a 
more unified Europe while 
•avoiding laissez-faire capi- 
talism. it said. 

The right-Wing Le Figaro, 
on the other hand, fretted 
that "the abstention party 
could win the bicsest victo- 


ry Sunday", complaining 
that the campaign -was 
ignoring the key issues and 
stirring” little ’ excitement 
despite the stakes. It urged 
voters to mm out and sur- 
prise the pundits. 

In the 1992 regional elec- 
tions. 31 per cent of those 
eligible did not cast votes. A 
high abstention rale would 
huh the centre-right most as 
surveys nave found conser- 
vative voters the least inter- 
ested in participating. 

Six years ago the com- 
bined mainstream centre- 
right won 33 per cent of the 
vote to 14 per cent for the 
far-right National Front. 
26.3 per cent for the com- 
bined left and 6.S per cent 
for the Greens. This year. 
The Greens are for the most 
part running on slates of 
combined left. 

In Sunday's vote, more 
than f 5.01)0 candidates are 
contesting a total of 1.S80 
regional council seats. 


NATO chief says cooperation 
will win Russia over 


MOSCOW r R > — NATO 
Secretary -General Javier 
S*.»funa believes increased 
cooperation between the 
alliance and Russia has 
already injected a new 
atmosphere of trust into 
troubled tie*, Interfax news 
agency said Sunday. 

It quoted Mr. Solatia as 
say ing in an interview with 
the weekly magazine 
Interfax- A if that the next 
meeting of the NATO- 
Ru*>ia joint permanent 
council on March 25 was 
likely to agree on the details 
of some 50 military cooper- 
ation project* for the year. 

The council *et up under 
last Mav\ founding act 
between Russia and NATO 
and increasing ties between 
military officers "ha* sw ift- 
ly created a new atmosphere 
of cooperation and trust". 
Interfax quoted Mr. Solunu 
as savins. 


It said Mr. Solana was 
deeply convinced the gains 
from this cooperation 
would be so great Russia 
would want to maintain and 
build on the relationship 
with the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation. 

The full text of the inter- 
view was expected to be 
published in the next edition 
of the weekly, due out 
Monday. 

Mr. Solatia's upbeat com- 
ments contrasted markedly 
with recent remarks from 
Russian leaders. who 
remain particularly critical 
of NATO enlargement 
plans. 

Earlier this month, for 
example. First Deputy- 
Prime Minister Boris 
Nemtsov said during a' visit 
to Germany that enlarging 
NATO to take in former 
Soviet republics could 
destabilise Russia poliiicai- 


!v. 


He said Russia grudgingly- 
accepted NATO's planned 
admission of former 
Warsaw pact states Poland. 
Hungary and the Czech 
Republic next year to join 
16 existing member coun- 
tries. 

But the possibility the 
Baltic states of Estonia. 
Latvia and Lithuania — 
Soviet republics until inde- 
pendence in 1991 — might 
also be admitted was quite a 
different matter. 

It was not clear from the 
Interfax excerpts whether 
Mr. Solana had* been asked 
in ihe interview about 
NATO enlargement plans. 

It quoted him as saying he 
would visit Russia this year. 
' "Last summer I even 
spent my holiday there with 
my family because I wanted 
to show them your wonder- 
ful country." he said. 


S. African ministers to visit 
Mozambique over arrest of official 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Two minister* are to 
v is.it Mozambique for 
urgent talk* on the arrest nn 
gun-running charges of a 
senior South African for- 
eign affairs official, report* 
*aid Sunday. 

The Sunday Independent 
•■aid Safety and Security 
Mim*ter Sydney Mufaniadi 
and Deputy Foreign 
Minister Aziz Puhad would 
hold talk* in Maputo 
Tuesday with senior 

Mozambican interior min- 
istry official* on the arrest 
M ‘«n day of Robert 

McBride, director of the 

foreign affairs Asia desk. 

Mr. McBride was held at 
the Mozambican border 
town of Rev-ano Garcia 
after trying to flee when an 
accomplice he allegedly 

■■en! to buy machine-guns 
from a known arms dealer 
in Maputo was arrested 
along w it’n the dealer. 

Mr. McBride - * wife. 
Paula, vlsjicd the former 
anti -apartheid guerrilla in 
hi* Mozambican prison late 
Saturday and said after- 
wards he was in gi.*od spir- 


it*. 


She told reporters her 
husband had gone to 
Mozambique of his own 
accord to investigate gun- 
running to South Africa'* 
Zulu nationalist Inkatha 
Freedom Party i IFPi. 

Hi* investigation was in 
preparation for a Southern 
African Development 
Community meeting on 
cro*, -border crime to be 
held in Mozambique on 
March 23. she said. 

Paula McBride said her 
husband had made an error 
in conducting an investiga- 
tion on his own but had 
done so because he fell he 
would get the cooperation 
of people who were not 
prepared to speak to police. 

Her husband. *hc added, 
had apologised for bringing 
South Africa imo disrepute 
and for the problems his 
arresr had caused the 
Pretoria gov emment. 
which ha* denied Mr. 

McBride wa» on official 
business when he was 
arrested. 

Afrikaans- language 
Rapport newspaper, mean- 


while. quoted a senior 
South African policeman 
Sunday a.* saying 
Mozambican police had 
sufficient evidence against 
Mr. McBride to put him 
behind bars “for a very 
long time." 

Assistant Police 

Commissioner Suiker 
Britz. who wa* sent to 
Mozambique Ijst week to 
assist in the investigation. 
told the newspaper there 
wa* little doubt in hi* mind 
that Mr. McBride i* on 
arms-smuggler. 

Mr. McBride is known tn 
South Africa a* the 
“Magco's Bar bomber" 
after he planted a bomb in a 
pub bearing that name in 
the eastern city of Durban 
in 1986. which killed three 
people. 

He w as sentenced ro 
death but later received 
political amnesty a* pan of 
a deal struck between the 
African National Congress 
and the former apariheid 
government during consti- 
tutional negotiations that 
eventually led to democrat- 
ic elections in 1994. 


2 Japanese held hostage in 
tourism dispute in Bolivia 


LA PAZ i.AFPi — Two 
Japanese tourists were held 
hostage for seven hours by 
indigenous BuJiv iuns protest- 
ing the encroachment of a 
tounsi centre* on an ancient 
sacrificial site, local televi- 
sion *aid Saturday. 

The tourist.* were seized 
Thursday in a bid by the 
indigenous Bolri ions to pro- 
tect a site on the Island of the 
Sun in Lake Titicaca, the 
hiehest n.i visible lake in the 


world. 

Virgin girl* and boy* were 
sacrificed to the sun god on 
the island tn the Kith and l Ith 
centuries near the place were* 
a touri-t company set up a 
resort centre and a small 
museum. 

After negotiations with 
authorities. the rebels 
released the tourist *. whose 
names were not given, along 
with employees of the com- 
pany that own* the resort cen- 


tre. 


The hostages were seized 
when the protesters took over 
the site after overpowering 
resort security guard*. 

A unit of the Bolivian navy 
stationed nearby u a* 
deployed to put down the riot 
but the protester* countered 
by throwing sticks of dyna- 
mite — used in Andean min- 
ing and easily found in the 
area — injuring five sailor*, 
the television report said. 


Russia 
launches 
supply tug 
for Mir 
space station 


MOSCOW ( Rj — Russia 
blasted a cargo tug into 
orbit Sunday to take sup- 
plies up to the Mir space 
complex including a jet 
engine to help turn the 
station and wrenches to 
replace a set broken by 
the crew, a duty officer 
said. 

He said from mission 
control outside Moscow 
that a Soyuz-U rocket 
lifted off from Baikonur 
Space Centre in 
Kazakhstan with the 
Progress M-3S cargo 
craft at 1.46 a.m. 0246 
GMT Saturday). 

"Everything went with- 
out a hitch." he said by 
telephone. 

The Progress tug is 
packed with several 

tonnes of supplies, 

including water, fuel, 
technical equipment, 
clothing, food and letters 
for the three-man crew 
aboard Mir. 

Space expert* on earth 
have also sent aloft a spe- 
cial jet engine which Mir 
Commander Talgat 

Musjbayev and Engineer 
Nikolai Budarin will fix 
ro the end of a hmm dur- 
ing a space walk. The 
sma:i device will help 
orientate 'he ageing sta- 
tion. 

Musabayev and 

Budarin, in orbit with 
NASA astronaut Andrew 
Thomas. w:i .* also receive 
a new ? et of wrenche* to 
replace the set they broke 
trying :e open a hatch to 
go or. a space walk earli- 
er this month. There is 
also a new lock for the 
hatch. 

Later Sunday, the previ- 
ous Pro cress tuc wa* to 
be racked away from Mir 
to free up a docking port 
for the new ere: ft. 



Former Prime Minister and right-wing candidate for 
the Ile-de-France region Edouard Balladur leaves the 
polling booth after voting in the French regional elec- 
tion. Most opinion polls indicate the left is headed for a 
big victory, strengthening the hand of Socialist Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin (Reuters photo) 


Japanese prosecutor 
eyes talks with Airbus 
on Nagoya crash 


TOKYO (AFP I — A 
Japanese prosecutor left for 
France Sunday to try to 
question Airbus Industrie 
on a 1 9 l >4 plane crash in 
Nagoya that claimed more 
than 2U0 live*, officials 
said. 

The investigator and 
another official from the 
Nagoya prosecutors office 
left the central Japanese 
city for working- level talks 

with French authorities to 
pave the way for the ques- 
tioning of .Airbus, govern- 
ment officials said. 

The two will stay in 
France for about a week to 
see if they can gain access 
jo rhe company. Japan 
Broadcasting Corp. iNHK) 
*aid. 

They believe an inquiry 
into Airbus official* i* 
indispensable in determin- 
ing whether the European 
c«'n*"rtium bear* criminal 
responsibility for the 
Nagny.i crash, the national 
television network said. 

In April 1904. a China 
Airline-' Airbus A300- 
e*0OR pjs-eiiger jet 
plunged to the ground at 
Nagoya airport after a 
flight from Taipei, killing 
2o4 people out of 2? I on 
board. 

Japanese authorities 
issued a final report into 
the crash in Juiy 
blaming both human error 
and design faults in the air- 
craft and calling for 
improved pilol training at 
China Airlines. 

It said the plane ’> co- 
pilot mistakenly called off 
rhe landing, -ending the 
aircraft climbing on auto- 
matic pilot. 

\Mien the crew tried to 


reverse the upward move- 
ment. failing to notice that 
auto-pilot was switched on. 
the plane's computer sys- 
tem countered the action. 

As a result of the contra- 
dictory orders, the jet lost 
speed and plunged tail first 
to the ground, the repon 
said. 

It also called on Airbus to 
improve aircraft design, 
including a change in the 
command to switch to 
auto-pilot. 

In September 1996. 
Japanese police posthu- 
mously charged the pilot 
and co-pilot with naviga- 
tional errors, but found 
Airbus Industrie had little 
direct responsibility for the 
disaster. 


Documents^ given to 


prosecutors said four China 
Airlines officials were 
accused of neglecting to 
properly train pilots on the 
automatic navigation sys- 
tem. despite an Airbus 
manual warning of the 
risk* of not doing so. 

Airbus blamed pilot error 
for the Nagoya crash, but 
was accused of failing to 
cooperate with the police 
inquiry. 

The Feb. 16 Taiwan air 
disaster has chitting echos 
of the Nagoya crash — 
both had the same Airbus 
model, both aborted their 
first landing and both were 
China Airline*. 

The two crashes, each 
claiming more than 200 
live*, took place in ade- 
quate visibility and left 
investigators scrambling 
for clue.* in the immediate 
aftermath. 


Clashes shake 


anti-Taleban 
.alliance city 


KABUL (AFP) — HeatT 
clashes between two fac- 
tions in Afghanistan s anti- 
Taleban alliance have 
rocked the northern strong- 
hold of Mazar-i-Sharif for 
the second day running, 
sources told AFP Sunday. 

Independent sources in 
contact with the city said 
the situation was “highly 
tense” as forces loyal to 
ethnic-Uzbek warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dostam bat- 
tled the powerful Shiite 
Muslim Hezb-i-Wahdat 
faction. 

“Heavy fighting has 
taken place right inside the 
centre of tow'n and the situ- 
ation can only be described 
as confusing and chaotic,” 
the source said. 

Western sources contact- 
ed inside the city added that 
during a morning lull in the 
fighting, a number of civil- 
ians attempted to leave to 
escape the clashes. 

“Today (Sunday) has 
been a little bit calmer and 
many civilians have taken 
the opportunity to leave the 
city which is still extremely 
tense.” the source reported. 

No further details on the 
clashes or information on 
casualties caused by the 
fighting — which has 
involved light and heavy 
machine gun fire, rocket 
propelled grenades and 
mortar fire — were" imme- 
diately available. 

The Pakistan-based pri- 
vate news service Afghan 


Islamic Press said Saturday 
the clashes left dozens of 
people dead. 

Mr. Dostam officials con- 
tacted by satellite telephone 
refused to confirm or deny 
any outbreak of fighting. 

Mazar-i-Sharif is 

Afghanistan’s largest city 
outside of Taleban control, 
and is the headquarters of 
the so-called ■ anti-Taleban 
alliance, a coalition of 
northern factions opposed 
to the hardline Muslim 
militia. 

The Shiite faction Hezb- 
i-Wahdat rose to dominate 
the city late last year when 
it led a massive defence of 
Mazar-i-Sharif from a 
major Taleban assault in 
September. 

Since then Mr. Dostam, 
who once formed the dom- 
inant power in the city, has 
been attempting to regain 
control. 

The coalition includes ex- 
Com munis t Dostam. Hezb- 
i-Wahdat, the ousted Kabul 
government loyal to ex- 
President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani and commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood and 
at least five other splinter 
groups. 

Although united in their 
opposition to the hardline 
Muslim Taleban who hold 
two-thirds of the country, 
all alliance factions have at 
one time in the past fought 
each other and' remain 
prone to occasional bouts 
of fighting. 


Sierra Leone 
security starts probe 
into ex-junta aides 


FREETOWN (AFP) — 
"Security' bfftcTal s in" Sierra ' 
Leone have, begun an 
■enquiry ’into the ' roles of 
top aides of the ousted 
military junta, to assess 
their involvement with an 
“illegal regime", official 
sources said Sunday. 

The state-owned Daily 
Mail paper reported that 
those being questioned 
were former Deputy 
Director of Prisons Moses 
Showers, Assistant Police 
Commissioner Valisius 
Bangura, junta's 

Development Minister 
Victor Brandon, opposi- 
tion MP Victor Foh. and 
three unnamed others. 

Attorney-General 
Solomon Berewa has 
declared that investiga- 
tions of suspected collabo- 
rators with the junta, 
which was ousted from 
Freetown by Nigerian-led 
troops on Feb. 12. will be 
speedy but very thorough. 

The Daily Mail said 
investigating officers 
would look into “the level 
of the men's involvement 
in the illegal regime ", 
which seized power in 
May Iasi year and was 
ousted by Nigerian ECO- 
MOG troops acting in the 
name of the Economic 
Community of West 
African States (ECOW- 


AS). 

The paper added" that 
three Lebanese merchants, 
Toufic Huballah', ' Faiz 
Antar and Elias Zacharia 
and a chief imam (Muslim 
prayer leader), Alhaji 
Ibrahim Sesay, had been 
arrested for possible 

alleged collaboration with 
the junta of Lieutenant- 

Colonel Johnny Paul 

Koroma. 

More than 1,300 people 
are currently being held in 
connection • with the 
enquiries in maximum 
security prisons in 
Freetown, to which elect- 
ed President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah made a tri- 

umphant return last week. 

^Officials have said some 
of those detained are being 
held for their own safety, 
given the unpopularity of 
the junta which had been 
backed by many rebels of 
the Revolutionary United 
Front ( RUF). who fought a 
succession of regimes 
from 1991. 

Pockets of anti-Kabbah 
resistance are still holding 
out in parts of the West 
African country, which 
has considerable min eral 
wealth and was once a 
tourist haven before civil 
war and an anarchic strug- 
gle for resources plunged 
it into chaos. 


Latvia SS men to stage controversial reunion 


RIGA ’R i — About 500 
former Latvian SS sol- 
dier* 'a ho fought for the 
Nazis during World War 
II gathered in Riga 
Sundav for a eontro* cr- 


annies guiit. but some 
unit- that were added to it 
near the end of the war 
had committed atrocities. 

‘The:- were sighting in 
an organisation... whose 
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Lut\ ia > government has 
said it will not participate 
in the events. Local 
Ru.s>ian-language organi- 
sations have bitter I > 
attacked the events, call- 
ing on President Gumix 
Ulmanis to have the 
Monday march banned. 

Critic* *ay Latvia, 
tthich quit the funner 
Soviet Union in I*wj. 
should find heroes who 
have nor been tainted by 
either the Soviet or Nazi 
regime. 

But the former members 
of the legion tell a differ- 
ent story. They sav their 
fight on the Russian front 
v\as a service to their 
homeland after fen* of 
thousands of Latvians and 
other Balts were shipped 
to Siberia in ik* earlv 


days ol the Soviet regime. 

"We wanted to defend 
our fatherland... not to 
□How , Russian imperial- 
ism to return." said 
Visaldis Lads, a 74-year- 
old former platoon com- 
mander in the Latvian 
legion. 

"I was not a fascist. I 
just did not want ■ 
Communism to return to 
Latvia, said Mr. Lac is. 

The veterans say thev 
were conscripted illegally 
and that the Germans lied 
when they called the 
legion a voluntary SS unit 
to get around the Geneva 
and Hague conventions. 

After the Nazi defeat the 
allies confirmed these 
claims and the U.S. said 
membership in the 
Latvian legion was not an 


Obstacle to immigration 
for the thousands of 
relugees in displaced per- 
sons’ camps throughout 
Europe. 

Historians and Nazi 
hunters say this confused 
the legion's status since it 
effectively amnestied 
members of security 
squads that had killed 
Jews and were brought 
into the legion in its final 
days. 

“From my perspective it 
looks like a tragic situa- 
tion,” said Andrew 
Ezergailis, a professor of 
history at U.S. Ithaca 
College, who has 
researched the legion. 

'They don't want to 
recognise it as having par- 
ticipated in an ironic turn 
of events." 
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PRINCESS SARVATH VISITS UJ: Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Sunday 
receives a briefing at the University of Jordan’s Centre for Phonetics and Research 
by the centre’s officials on the services accorded to the local community and uni- 
versity’s students. The centre was established in 19S2 (Petra photo) 

Charitable society receives 
proceeds from music festival 


. AMMAN (J.T.) — One of 
four charitable societies 
under the patronage of HRH 
Princess Sarvath received a 
cheque Sunday representing 
part of the proceeds horn the 
Orbit Arab Music and Song 
Festival.’ which was held in 
Amman at the end of Janu- 
ary. 

Sawsan Majali. president 
of the Malaath. (Hospice) 
Foundation, received the 
cheque at a special ceremo- 
ny. where it was announced 
that the other three societies, 
the Young Women's Muslim 
Association, the National 
Blood Bank, and the Jordan 
National Red Crescent Soci- 
ety, will receive cheques at 
similar ceremonies. 


The three-day festival was 
organised by the Orbit Satel- 
lite Television and Radio 
Network in conjunction with 
Jordan Television and fear 
tuned popular singers and 
television stars such as 
Warda AI Jazaireab, Ragheb 
Alameh, and George Was- 
suf. 

Upon receiving die dona- 
tion. Dr. Majali announced 
that the Malaath Foundation 
plans to purchase cars to 
facilitate house calls by 
medical personnel to 
patients with chronic dis- 
eases. 

She told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that most of 
the patients under the soci- 
ety's care are cancer patients 


who are treated at home, 
with the assistance of family 
members. 

The Malaath Foundation is 
a non-profit organisation 
that works in collaboration 
with medical and nursing 
staff to facilitate the provi- 
sion of palliative and hos- 
pice care for terminally ill 
patients. 

The foundation was estab- 
lished in 1993 with initial 
funding from the United 
States Agency for 
International Development 

Dr. Majali voiced appreci- 
ation of Princess Sarvath. 
honorary president of 
Malaath. for her relentless 
efifoits in support of the 
foundation’s activities. 


PPD files lawsuit against 


• "By Aha Staukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The Press and 
Publication Department (PPD) 
has filed a lawsuit against the 
correspondent of the London- 
based AI Quds Al Arabi news- 
papers 

“This lawsuit filed by the 
PPD is the first of its kind in 
Jordan against a correspondent 
of a foreign publication,” said 
Bassam Badatine, foe Amman 
bureau chief and correspon- 
dent of Al QudsAl Arabi. 

According to Me Badatine, 
the charge sheet in foe case 
filed against him by PPD 
Director General Bilal Tal 
includes “distorting the image 
of Jordan abroad, harming ties 
between Jordan and friendly 
countries, and harming foie 
Kingdom's dignity.’’ 

The charges are based on 12 
articles published in six sepa- 
rate editions of the newspaper 
several months ago, he said 
Ml Badatine denied the 
charges. "The reports or arti- 
cles written “were not intended 


•‘to harm [Jordan] at- all,'’ he 
said 

He added foal the articles 
focused mainly on foe relation- 
ship between the government 
and foe Islamist-led opposition 
during and after foe November 
elections, and included news 
analysis on foe Middle East 
peace process and foe opposi- 
tion’s stance towards it 

None of foe issues in which 
foe 12 articles appeared 
reached Jordanian readers, be 
said 

“All six issues in which foe 

12 articles appeared were con- 
fiscated by foe PPD.” he said 

The PPD started a strict 
enforcement of foe May tem- 
porary press law which was 
widely criticised both at home 
and abroad as stifling freedom 
of expression. 

The revisions introduced 
tough curbs on reporting, 
imposed stiffer fines on 
offenders and introduced 
crushing financial obligations, 
especially on weekly papers. . 

13 of which were forced to 
closedown. 


The itemporay press .law 
was annulled in January by the 
High Coun of Justice after rul- 
ing that it was '‘unconstitution- 
al.” 

Ml Badatine told the Jordan 
Times that he was summoned 
by foe attorney general for 
interrogation, but was released 
foe same day pending further 
investigation and referral to foe 
court I 

‘Tam feeing more than one 
charge,” he said adding that the 
charges are “serious, since they 
fell under foe penal code and 
not the press law.” 

The i»ess law stipulates fines 
ranging from JD 1,000- 

JD6.000, while foe penal code 
includes jail sentences for vio- 
lators, 

T would be feeing a mini- 
mum of a year and a half in 
prison for each charge,” he 
said. 

Asked to comment on the 
case. Ml Tai said be believed 
Mr. Badatine has violated the 
law and should be taken to 
court He did not wish to elab- 
orate. 


Amman municipality plans new tunnel 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
. Amman Municipality has 
begun drawing up final 
designs and prefaring tenders 
for another traffic tunnel that 
win cost an estimated 
JD500.000. 

A municipality source was 
quoted Sunday by the Arabic 
daily Al Ra’i as saying that the 
four-lane tunnel will be an 
extension to the main road that 
passes through foe Wadi Had- * ; 
dadeh and Nuzfaa districts and 
extends to the Wasfi Tal forest 
on the Amman-Jerash road. 

According to tire source, the 

. V3fienha Classie^tyTfefoint 
Btnfcard at The Nptiooai Music 
GQnservarotyai6^X)pjiLr ; ' 


tunnel will ease congestion in 
these districts, especially traf- 
fic heading toward the city 
centre from foe north, and on 
University Road. * 

The municipality has built a 
number of pedestrian and 
vehicles tunnels in several 
parts of Amman. The most 
recent prqject, a 200-metre 
tunnel linking Wadi Haddadeh 
with the city centre, was inau- 
gurated by Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen 
Noor last November: 

The Wadi Haddadeh tunnel 
which is 2.4 metres wide, was 


designed by a company from 
New Zealand, while the con- 
struction was carried out by an 
Italian company in conjunc- 
tion with and under die super- 
vision of Amman Municipali- 
ty authorities. 

Last June, tire municipality 
inaugurated two tunnels at tire 
Thud Circle in Jabal Amman, 
which were constructed over a 
period of 135 days at acost of 
JD1 .5 million. 

The municipality source did 
not give a time period for the 
construction of the new tun- 
nel. 


Project to li nk Red, Dead seas with canal 
awaiting $10 million for feasibility study 


By Francesca Griaci 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — After receiving 
long-awaited Israeli support, 
(he Red Sea-Dead Sea Canal 
(RSDSC) project is currently 
awaiting $10 million in fund- 
ing for a comprehensive feasi- 
bility study. Minister of Water 
Munther Haddadin said Sun- 
day. 

Jordan has long been push- 
ing for the construction of a 
canal to connect the Red Sea 
to the Dead Sea for the vital 
purpose of water desalination, 
as well as generating modest 
amounts of electricity. 

Benefiting from the 410- 
metre difference in altitude 
between the two seas. Red Sea 
water will reach the Dead Sea 
by gravity flow. Me Haddadin 
mid the Jordan Times. 

However, “it would still be 
necessary to pump up foe 
water from the Red Sea, and 
such an operation would fur- 
ther increase the pressure 
already generated by foe dif- 
ference in altitude between the 
two seas. 

“Such pressure would be 
enough to desalinate the water 
of the RSDSC through hydro- 
osmosis, while residual pres- 
sure would be used to gener- 


ate electricity," the minister 
explained. 

The amount of electricity 
generated, however, “would 
be barely sufficient to pump 
the fresh water to the urban 
centres,” he said. 

Israel which bad long 
opposed the RSDSC project 
capitulated during HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan's visit 
to Tel Aviv last week. 

A joint communique issued 
on March 10 by Prince Nas- 
sau and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
announced that '‘foe two sides 
expressed their- support for 
pursuing the idea of the 
RSDSC, subject to the posi- 
tive analysis of the 
international financial institu- 
tions as to the economic feasi- 
bility of the project” 

'The idea originated here 
back in 1976, gaiheied a bit of 
momentum and was briefly 
studied in 1979-1980. It was 
also the subject of our negoti- 
ations with Israel during" the 
peace talks, as a major com- 
ponent of foe Jordan Rift Val- 
ley Development (JRVD) pro- 
ject” recalled Mr. Haddadin. 
who was also a member in the 
Jordanian delegation to the 
peace talks. 

“But while tire JRVD was 


included as a separate article 
in foe [1994] peace treaty — 
.Art 20, on “Rift Valiev Devel- 
opment” — somehow the 

idea of connecting foe Red 
and Dead seas was always 
seen with lack of enthusiasm 
on the part of foe Israelis,” Ml 
H addadin noted. 

Israel was advocating its 
own idea of connecting the 
Dead Sea with the Mediter- 
ranean. 

“But when the two schemes 
are compared, foe benefit-cost 
ratio is much higher in the 
RSDSC project” he noted, 

adding that “the benefits [of 
foe RSDSC] go beyond those 
of just a canal connecting the 
two seas, and would include 
other economic gains, by cre- 
ating a retention pond for 
desert rain, and developing 
new communities in an other- 
wise almost uninhabited terri- 
tory.’ ’ 

Most importantly, foe minis- 
ter said, the cost of foe 
RSDSC project would be 
much lower than the cost of a 
canal linking the Mediter- 
ranean and the Dead seas. 

As for foe environmental 
impart of the project Mr. 
Haddadin maintained that 
“speculation will be proved or 
disproved by foe feasibility 


study." 

A $3 million pre-feasibility 
study on foe RSDSC was 
recently conducted by a con- 
sortium of U.S.. Italian, and 
British consultants. 

According to official fig- 
ures. Jordan's renewable 
water resources are 750 mil- 
lion cubic metres (MCM) a 
year — well below the annual 
consumption of one billion 
cubic metres. 

The ministry of water also 
estimated that the Kingdom's 
water deficit for all uses will 
grow from about 222 MCM 
fn 1995 to 251 MCM by the 
year 2011. 

Earlier this month, Jordan 
secured $630 million in grants 
and loans for water projects to 
be implemented in foe next 
five years within foe frame- 
work of an overall 14-year 
Water Sector Investment Pro- 
gramme. 

Additional water supplies 
were central to the peace 
treaty with Israel according to 
which the Jewish state was to 
provide 200 MCM of water 
annually to Jordan, mostly 
from die Yarraouk Riven and 
50 MCM from additional 
sources. 

While the first amount 
awaits the construction of new 


dams on the Yarmoyk, the lat- 
ter was foe subject of a tense 
dispute last year following 
Israel's failure to honour its 
obligations. 

A round of bilateral discus- 
sions were crowned by a sum- 
mit between His Majesty 
King Hussein and Mr. 
Netanyahu in Aqaba last May, 
during which ‘it was agreed 
that Israel would supply Jor- 
dan with half that amount for 
the time being, until a desali- 
nation plant was set up," said 
Mr. Haddadin. 

“Since then, we have been 
receiving the 25 MCM regu- 
larly and without interruption. 
We are now discussing with 
the Israelis the set-up of that 
desalination plant, and we 
have formed a core group that 
can look into the feasibility of 
the project, and then jointly 
we will look for financing to 
realise it. When that happens, 
we will be receiving the 50 
MCM agreed upon," Mr. 
Haddadin stated 

He added that, though no 
site has yet been decided for 
foe desalination plant, “logi- 
cally it should be on Israeli 
soil because foe springs are 
on Israeli soil." 

“However, we are open to 
all suggestions." 


Absolute Aqaba oil spill ‘contained’ — official 


poverty 
has risen 
to 26% - 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad Kheir 
Mamser on Sunday said 
that by the end of 1 997, the 
‘itte^of absolute poverty ip 
Jordan had risen to 26 per 
cent and 45 per cent df 
families earned an average 
of JD 150 a month. 

At the same time, foe 
number of street children 
rose dramatically, while the 
rate . of unemployment 
among the poor was esti- 
mated at 34.2 per cent 
The minister made his 
remarks at the opening ses- 
sion of a national confer- 
ence on social work which 
was opened by HRH 
Princess Basma on behalf 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. 

Dr. Mamser reviewed 
developments in social 
work in Jordan, pointing 
out that the country has 
been facing growing chal- 
lenges since the early 
1990s resulting from the 
return of expatriates flee- 
ing the Gulf war and soci- 
etal changes. 

Dr. Mamser said it is the 
duty of decision-makers, 
planners, and voluntary 
organisations to work out a 
comprehensive national 
strategy for social work 
that can eliminate poverty 
and other social ills. 

In his address, Abdullah 
Khatib, executive president 
of the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies 

(GUVS), noted that foe 
union has provided assis- 
tance to 750 societies in 
Jordan and invested JD15 
milli on in productive pro- 
jects for their benefit 
Also attending the meet- 
ing were HRH Prince Ra'd 
Ben Zeid, HRH Prince 
Firas, the King’s health 
secretary. Acting Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour, 
and several senators and 
deputies. 

namely Dancerdse (11:20 aaa- 
1235 pm) and performance of 
die 42nd Street Collage at 7:00 


LECTURES 

* “The Qyi&Sodety and Political Plu- 

rahsmin die Arab Wbdd r (m Arabic) by 
Dk Afi Al Din Klal at Abdul.Hameed 
Shoman Foundation, - Jabal Amman at 
MXJpih. ' , > 

* the fixst lecture of ‘The President’s 

Lecture Series" entitled: "Caring for Cre- 
ation: A Biblical Perspective forEnviro^ 
incut Action" by Delation Muselmanat 
the Jordan Evangelical Theological Sen- 
inary, Swerfieh on Tuesday, March 17 at 
6:30 pjn>8:30 pm (for reservation 
863976). • ’ 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AQABA — Aqaba Port 
authorities Sunday said a 
quantity of fuel that spilled 
into die Gulf of Aqaba last Fri- 
day has been contained and 
will be entirely cleared away 
by foe end of this week. 

Mohammad Dalabeeh, head 
of the port authority, said a 
Jordanian-owned cargo ship 
carrying livestock released 
roughly three tonnes of fuel 
into the gulf as a result of 
•“h uman error” in the handling 
of valves' on foe ship. The ship 
"was 1 Sailing under foe flag of 
the Bahamas and entered foe 
port to unload 4,500 head of 
Australian sheep. 

The captain said the majori- 
ty of foe fuel was “light" feel, 
which is easy to collect, and 


because the amount of 
“heavy" fuel spilled was min- 
imal, the spillage was easily 
contained. 

“The Prince Harazeh Pollu- 
tion Control Centre put foe 
booms around the spill and it 
was contained almost imme- 
diately.” CapL Dalabeeh said. 
“We cleaned most of the spill 
the same day and by foe end 
of this week, nothing will 
remain on foe beaches." 

“We don’t consider this a 
major spill" he said. “It was a 
result of a technical mistake in 
opening and dosing valves as 
opposed more serious cases 
where ships hit jetties and the 
flow of oil is difficult to stop.” 

A local daily Sunday report- 
ed that an Aqaba court was 
expected to fine foe ship's 
agent 

Pollution and oil spills are a 


constant threat to the coral 
reefs at Aqaba, but environ- 
mental experts in foe port city 
said the spill has not caused 
noticeable damage. However, 
they said, the full impact can 
be estimated only after a week 
or two. 

In a spill, oil blocks the coral 
reef “tubes" — which essen- 
tially art as the lungs of the 
reefs — and eventually suffo- 
cates iL According to a source 
at the Royal Diving Sodety in 
Aqaba, a reef, growing at 
approximately two centime- 
- aes per year, takes between 40 - 
and 50 years to reach full size, 
i, J3utj Jhe j^ource added that 
none of the oil spilled reached 
the corals. 

The port is quite a distance 
from the corals.’ ' he 
explained. “The spill was 
small and it seems that it has 


been dealt with very well. The 
danger we face is when it is 
windy and the wind blows the 
waves — it goes straight to the 
corals.” 

An official at the Marine 
Science Station said the great- 
est environmental damage 
would be to animals living in 
the intertidal zone. 

“A spill goes to foe shore 
and affects animals there," 
said Marouf Khalaf, deputy 
director of the station. “So far, 
we have seen no evidence of 
dead or sick animals. But, we 
can say that we will see some, 
however, minor. It may be 
another week, before weJaiow 
how much.” 

The most devastating spill 
in Aqaba occurred three years 
ago, when a cargo ship 
released 55 tonnes of oil into 
foe gulf. 


Parliamentary delegation inspects prison conditions 

21 detainees from Ma’ an disturbances released 


By Threq Ayyoub 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A four-member 
parliamentary delegation 
Simday visited Salt prison and 
met with 40 “political. prison- 
ers” jailed on several charges, 
a member of foe team said 
The head of the Public Free- 
doms Committee in the 
Lower House, Mohammad 
Azaideh. said the team 
inspected the living condi- 
tions of the inmates and the 
jaiL 

Mr. Azaideh told foe Jordan 
Times that most of the prison- 
ers were “affiliated with 
Islamic groups involved in 


‘political activities' and were 
sentenced to several terms in 
jail." 

“In general, the jail’s condi- 
tion is good but there are 
some problems that should be 
addressed, such as foe size of 
foe cells, which are little bit 
small.” foe deputy said 

He added that foe inmates 
have asked that regular visits 
by their families be allowed 
and sent requests to the gov- 
ernment for general amnesty. 

Mr. Azaideh said some of 
the inmates were affiliated 
with the “Arab Afghan.” 
which fought against foe 
Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan, and ’ were 


involved in masterminding 
attacks on public places in foe 
Kingdom. 

The deputy said foe team 
was not able to visit the 
detainees in Baireen jail in 
Zarqa, who were allegedly 
involved in the February riots 
in Ma'an, “for lack of tune." 

Meanwhile, 21 detainees 
who were charged with taking 
part in the two-day riots 
which rocked Ma'an were 
released Sunday upon orders 
from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said. 

During the disturbances, foe 
government ordered foe array 
to deploy in Ma’an and a six- 


day curfew was imposed on 
foe city, home to more than 
30.000 inhabitants. 

The army launched a house- 
to-house search for suspects 
involved in foe unresL, which 
led to foe death of one person 
and foe injury of 23 others. 

The agency' said “those who 
were charged wife ‘slight 
offences' were set free.” It did 
name these offences. 

The agency said the prose- 
cutor general of the State 
Security Court, where the 
detainees were scheduled to 
be tried, sent a memo ordering 
their release in return for a 
■‘written guarantee" from 
them. 


Arab music academy elects Fakhouri as secretary general 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arab 
Academy of Music 
(AAM) concluded its 15th 
annual meeting last week 
in Amman with the elec- 
tion of Kifah Fakhouri, 
head of the National 
Music Conservatory /Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation, as 
AAM secretary general. 

Dr. Fakhouri succeeds 
the late professor and cel- 
ebrated Iraqi musician 
Munir Bashir. 

In addition to the routine 
items on its agenda and 
the election of a secretary 
general, the main subject 
of the AAM’s meeting this 
year was “Arabic Music in 
the Context of Modem 
Technology.” 

Dr. Fakhouri told the 
Jordan Times that discus- 
sions on the topic covered 
four basic aspects: compo- 
sition and education, 
research, education and 
culture, and information. 

While some of the par- 
ticipants blamed technolo- 
gy for altering the original 



Kifah Fakhouri (Photo by Jean-Claude Elias) 


spirit of Arabic music, 
there was a general con- 
sensus about the clear 
benefits that technology 
can bring to Arabic music. 

Munzer Jamil Hafez and 
Basim Hanna Boutros 
from ' Iraq, Tawfiq Al 
Basha and Elie Kesrouani 
from Lebanon. Moham- 
mad Ahmad Jamal from 
Bahrain and Ali Abdallah 
from Jordan presented 


papers on different aspects 
of the relationship 
between technology and 
Arabic music. 

All participants agreed 
that computer music soft- 
ware and equipment for 
recording, scoring and 
teaching music are posi- 
tive facets of the new 
techniques. Digital tech- 
niques in particular were 
regarded as essential to 


any type of music. Also, 
.experimentation with syn- 
rthesisers and electronic 
keyboards is welcome, 
although these instru- 
ments are more suitable 
for Western music. 

The AAM insisted on 
keeping a clear distinction 
between "acceptable 
experiments" and “origi- 
nal. genuine Arabic music 
heritage.” At the same 
rime, it was generally 
admitted that the fear 
some Arab musicians had 
of technology was chiefly 
due to partial or complete 
ignorance of it. 

The participants set the 
base for new projects like 
the creation of CD-ROMs 
for Arabic music educa- 
tion. The AAM. in search 
of income-generating pro- 
jects, is also considering 
the design and creation of 
a Web site on the Internet. 

Dr. Fakhouri expressed 
regrets about the very lim- 
ited number of attendants, 
particularly from the Jor- 
danian side. 
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ScruEiiaw 


THE DRAFT parliamentary election law thut the 
government intend* I;i snLmil to Parliament main- 
tains current ethnic ::r.d religious quotas but has no 
provision to allocate quota seats Tor nomen. This 
much was made public h\ Minister of Interior 
Nnthir Rashid Saturday when be confirmed that 
‘"there will be no chnnqes in *ht current quota sys- 
tem.” Accordingly Christians estimated to constitute 
six percent of the population would he allocated nine 
seats in the 80-member Lov.er House. Chechens and 
Circassians whose exact number has yet to he made 
public would be assigned three seats. Women who 
make up half of the population an* nnf being given 
any special treatment even though women rights 
advocates have called for at leas* a temporary quota 
system for their parliamentary candidates. All 17 
women candidates during the last November parlia- 
mentary elections lost their bids including Toujan 
Faisal who ironically lost her seal because she ran for 
elections as a Circassia*!. Mae- she run merely as an 
individual, she would ha*e i.-asiJ. won the race. 

Such anomalies in past and future elections laws 
need additional scrutiny. For sinners we believe that 
on the basis of Jordan's treaty obligations under the 
Internationa! Covenant on L'h i3 and Political Rights 
( ICCPR i the quota system per sc is unacceptable 
except when their size.*- arc ?r<ip.«riion;:tc!y large. If 
we were to take seni.usly the proposition that 
Jordanians arc equal before the jaw. iiicn all election 
legislation incorporating ir.j quota system becomes 
culprit for treating inter* uneauaily. 

The government would be wcli-r.d vised to seek a 
second opinion from the U.N. Human Rights 
Committee which nu nilors the application of 
ICCPR before it proceeds say furffcor is: adopting a 
new elections Saw. J!‘. despite our treaty obligations 
and eveh Hie rc-quiresrtnS " .-ur-min Constitution 
I which demands ei-un! :re:itmvn* «::• all Jordanians 
irrespcctm: of iheir faith, iMVar, race or ethnic ori- 
gin I, we stiii Insist on atlepis.rg ihe quota system, 
then women would buvj ;-:e right to ash why (they 
who constitute bai-'of «»jr -!.3 ::u:!h»n population) are 
excluded from this cor.iro- vrslu’ quota criteria. 
Besides all they are asking > a temporary quota sys- 
tem for them to tin* • ■” If) per cent of par- 
liamentary seats tii! ti:.;- .m wHb men in voting 
strength. As a mutter o[' but mas; democratic coun- 
tries which haw shunned i be quota criterion alto- 
gether did come i:;> with and adopt affirmative 
action policies that aim to strengthen the stature of 
women nationally and internationally. 

As for ethnic i\r~ vlii: -;:!r!"ritScs *:!>.* rule of 

thumb internal:. ^naliy iias ;v,'n accord them their 

own house o" — . whev :'-:e:r size is so 

large as to war. ti:N ?■. :::i i-.Mt-.'r.iS. Neither 

religious nur e:J;r.:e In -.*ur country would 

qualify for such :. i-.w.v At is Is why perhaps we 
have to be extra carviul aa-J s- 2 s:«s:iv» in dealing with 
the issue of sex cr:;::i;«y ::: a* Sur as political repre- 
sentation at Secs': is cunw:Mc;I. 


ARABIC ?:<ESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Arab A! Vawsr/ S Nio»!:i Nasser called for inter- 
national pnnee;:**', >’! i..c People in lieht of 

the atrocities Cfmr:i?(‘-.\! them hy the Israeli 

occupation forces and i-h Ncnlers. The recent event* 
in the occupied l:i;v.k h.e.e -Manifested the criminal 
nature of the Uracii io;xc' jcaiiisi the Chilian popula- 
tion in an occupied icrntm- .md the v.«»rld comniunity 
has a moral and legal rcq's-.T-nvIi:; ur.Jer the U.N. 
charter to find r.ieaii. ir. po'ieci dii'- people’s human 
riulits. deinaikle'.l the v riser. Tise kiadrid peace confer- 
ence of IVWI ha* i» no*!;. Micccedcd only in consecrat- 
ing the perneiuaiion of i .racli iveupaiMn of Arab icrri- 
lorics and pnwed be;."’»!- lmibi dial i'n-e U.S.. which is 
suppo-»ctl to he the -.noii-.i’ ..! i!v peace process, is 
impnieiu aed eanri-*i e* e - e r-'v-^uie *‘11 i«- Israeli 
ally in he cumm;ne«i to i.<e ij.s.-.poUM.ired accotils. he 
added. The wnkv s.sid. ,i; 'he same lime the U.S. its 
well ;is Isi.icl Ikwe. sir.-.e ilv Madrid conJerence. 
excluded the U.N. »V* •*»• il.e iv sec rn.il. inc pn«cevs tiius 
rendering it futile, ik '■■ir- ’itv. ’.“.k con nines should 
take the mtti.ui- e c;.ii !•■(■ . : .N. inier. emi< <n and 
U.N. protection io; me neopie *»i r.deMtnc. 

AI Ra* is Taysecr Zior: urged the \rab e>uiniries to 
brine Iraq hack mu* the \»ah 1> *ki lollnv in^ sex e it years 
of U.N. sanctions that crippled the iraui economy and 
starved tile Iraqi populatim;. /jf«ri siiid the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait in I’ *'- j * j caused a^eneic* under rhe 
umbrella of the \r.th Le:.-:iic ■*. iv i.o/rn and paralysed 
the Arab League C'otussil beeje-c the ; n\ a-ion lure ihe 
Arab World apart. But .:iur .:il these years of divisions 
and disputes the .\iJ' i’uid ihcmseKes unable 

to cope with dcxelfpisicnts m ilvir r-_*uii>n and that they 
can only do that ii uV 1 v.etc i;;.. :, .ed. .icvorJing t>* the 
writer. He said it ha* been pfO'-cd tb.:< I he ..iull states 
cannot enjoy -.iahilio as io.ve u the s-LdaPnn in Iraq 
remains prec.tisi't.-- atid !-i..t !i ; . .'..eh- Israeli ■.■'■inflict 
cannot be settled v. i ; .li> m :rue *- ;id.irii;. and collective 
action on the prat >>i a united Arab in-m. The nay lo 
address this situatit-n. he said, lie.- in c* m • cuing an Arab 
summit meeting wliete Arab ca»: be discussed at 
the highest le* e! and where u is po-.-ible t«« fnul a way 
to heal the rill atm mu lilt- .-\ra^ .-tales 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Easy in, easy out: The way to 
foreign direct investment 


THE INVESTMENT Promotion 
Corporation, with the help of USAI, 
sponsored a presentation at the 
Marriott Hotel last week by RSI 
Internationa!, one of the leading con- 
sulting houses in the U.S. 

The presentation focused on com- 
mercial policy and what it would 
take to attract foreign direct invest- 
ment to Jordan. The analysis was 
sound and the model that was devel- 
oped by the consultants should be 
updated yearly, at least, as part of a 
national set of analytical tools to be 
used in strategic (something that is 
still absent from planners' psyche) 
decision making, when planning to 
attract investors. 

It struck me and many others pre- 
sent at the workshop that during the 
period of investigation (1990-95) 
foreign direct investment IFDU 
flows to Jordan averaged zero per 
cent of GDP. while the index for the 
compatibility of its commercial pol- 
icy had the not so bad score of 77 per 
cent. (1 believe that the index could 
be lower for Jordan given several 
factors that the SRI consultants have 
missed such as labour market distor- 
tions and a sales-tax policy used to 
supplement a seemingly low tariff 
rate of 1 6 per cent and thus stifle the 
flow of imports. There are many 
other similar points that could have 
lowered the index.) The fact that FDI 
averaged zero was not at all shock- 
ing. 

This is a fact that has been pointed 
out in this column on many occa- 
sions. (FDI has fluctuated yearly in a 
sinusoidal manner between 1990- 
1096 from small positive peaks to 
deep negative troughs. ) The anomaly 
lies in the fact that our commercial 
policy is sound while FDI is non- 


existent. 

According to the index, there is no 
longer a need for a major overhaul of 
commercial policy. We have done 
well in that respect (See for example 
the New Customs Law, Safeguard 
Law, and Investment Promotion 
Law, Draft Antitrust Law, revised 
intellectual property rights legisla- 
tion, Securities Law, and many oth- 
ers). So, where are the FDIs? They 
are not coming yet They need much 
more. What may seem anomalous at 
first glance can be logically and may 
be easily explained. 

Actually, Jordan needs a new type 
of microanalysis that reviews the 
many small actions that must be 
taken to attract FDIs. Jordan's 
investment promotion strategy 
should be divided into three compo- 
nents: before, during and after. 

The before stage would comprise 
of a set of well-targeted advertising 
that distinguishes Jordan from the 
rest of the region as a sound invest- 
ment place. (One of the drawbacks 
of being a sound and stable economy 
in a somewhat unstable region is that 
one has to continuously assert to the 
world, particularly investors, the 
uniqueness of Jordan: it is not 
Algeria. Lebanon, Israel, Iraq, Iran, 
Libya or Saudi Arabia.) 

Furthermore, data on the micro 
economy should be generated and 
made available to investors world- 
wide. (This is more important to 
investors than macro data, which 
they can obtain, virtually, anywhere 
and it is usually useless.) Also, 
investors must have easy access 
upon their arrival in Jordan, or even 
before, to many of the items that are 
s till missing here: an up-to-date tele- 
phone directory that has all the 


nation’s phone numbers (in other 
countries it is now on CDs): easy 
telephone connection (not the usual 
wasta-vested approach); street, city 
and country maps, road signs that 
are bilingual (would someone please 
remove the signs and pictures of the 
parliamentary hopefuls off the road 
signs). These small things, in addi- 
tion to the other more glamorous 
schemes, facilitate the flow not only 
of FDI but also of domestic direct 
investment as Jordanians become 
more aware of their country, thence, 
the investment opportunities avail- 
able in it. 

The “during” phase must incorpo- 
rate many elements such as easy 
stait-up procedures, short set up 
period, little to no red-tape, low 
imports on inputs, commercial poli- 
cy. protection of intellectual and 
industrial property rights, transpar- 
ent legislation and a high-tech infra- 
structure that facilitates the transfer 
of know-how via electronic means. 

Jordan has achieved tremendous 
advances in other areas, which relate 
to providing a stable economic- 
political environment In the “after” 
phase businesses must be able to 
close down easily instead of linger- 
ing forever in the hallways of power 
and bureaucracy and must be able to 
repatriate their money. 

This facilitates the replacement of 
the inefficient with more efficient 
firms. Therefore, “Easy in, easy out” 
should be the motto for attracting 
foreign direct investment to Jordan. 

What Jordan needs now are thou- 
sands of smalt changes and not a 
new glamorous, character-building 
macro scheme. Let's not wait too 
long. 


Cost of grade inflation: 
Cheapened diplomas 


By Brent Staples 

NEW YORK — The econo- 
mist Milton Friedman taught 
that superior products flour- 
ished and shabby ones’ died 
out when consumers voted 
emphatically with their dol- 
lars. But the truth of the mar- 
ketplace is that shabby prod- 
ucts can do just fine if they 
sustain the veneer of quality 
while slipping downhill, as 
has much of higher educa- 
tion. 

Faced with demanding con- 
sumers and stiff competition, 
colleges have simply issued 
more and more top marks, 
stoking grade inflation and 
devaluing degrees. 

At mast American universi- 
ties. an A is the top mark a 
student can earn, while an F is 
die lowest. Grade inflation is 
in full gallop at every level, 
from struggling community 
institutions to the elites of the 
Ivy League. In some cases, 
campus wide averages have 
crept up from a C just 10 
years ago to B-plus today. 

Some departments shower 
students with A*s to fill poor- 
ly attended courses that might 
otherwise be cancelled. 
Individual professors inflate 
grades after consumer-con- 
scious administrators hound 
dtem into it. Professors at 
every level inflate to escape 
negative evaluations by stu- 
dents. whose opinions now 
figure in tenure and promo- 
tion decisions. 

The most vulnerable teach- 
er? are the part-time instruc- 
tors who have no job security 
and who now teach more than 
half of all college courses. 

Writing in the most recent 
issue of die journal Academe, 
nvo part-timers suggest that 
Mudcnts routinely comer 
adjuncts, threatening to com- 
plain if they do not turn C’s 
into A's. A professor at an Ivy 
League college said recently 
that if tenure disappeared, 
universities would be “free to 
sell diplomas outright." 

Tire consumer appetite tor 
less rigorous education is 
nowhere more evident than in 
die University of Phoenix, a 
for-profit school thai shuns 
traditional scholarship and 
offers a curriculum so super- 
ficial that critics compare it to 
a drive-dirough restaurant. 

Two hundred colleges have 
dosed since a businessman 
dreamed up Phoenix 20 years 
ago. Meanwhile, the institu- 
tion has expanded to 60 sites 
around the country, and more 
than 40.000 students, making 
it the country’s largest private 
universitv. 
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Phoenix competes directly 
with the big state universities 
and lesser-known s mafl col- 
leges. all of which fear a stu- 
dent drain. But the elite 
schools also fear one another 
and their customers, the stu- 
dents, who are becoming 
increasingly restive about the 
cost of a first-tier diploma, 
which now exceeds 
$ 120 , 000 . 

Faced with the prospect of 
crushing debt, students are 
treating grades as a matter of 
life and death — even suing 
to have grades revised 
upward. 

The argument that grades 
are rising because students 
are better prepared is simply 
not convincing. The evidence 
suggests that students and 
parents are demanding — 
and gening — what they 
think of as their money's 
worth. 

One way to stand) inflation 
is to change the way the 
grade-point average is calcu- 
lated. Under most formulas, 
all courses are given equal 
weight, so math, science and 
less challenging courses have 
equal impact on the averages. 
This arrangement rewards 
students who gravitate to 
courses where high marks are 
generously given and punish- 
es those who seek out math 
and science courses, where 
far fewer students get the top 
grade. 

Valen Johnson, a Duke 
University statistics profes- 
sor, came under heavy fire 
from both students and facul- 
ty when be proposed recalcu- 
lating the grade-point average 
to give rigorously graded 
courses greater weight The 
student government beat back 
the plan with the help of 
teachers in the humanities, 
who worried that students 
might abandon them for other 
courses with greater weight 

Other universities have 
expressed interest in adopting 
the Johnson plan, but want 
their names kept secret to 
avoid a backlash. 

Addicted to counterfeit 
excellence, colleges, parents 
and students are unlikely to 
give it up. As a consequence, 
diplomas will become weak- 
er and more ornamental as 
the years go by. 

This article was reprinted 
from the International Herald 
Tribune. 
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More decisive action needed 


To the editor: 
f. * 
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THE RISING tide of nationalistic sentiment whigh is. 
now spreading across former eastern bloc nations is 
reaching its climax. The collapse and the fragmentation 
of former Yugoslavia and the creation of three separate 
entities within Bosnia has settled the civil war for the 
meantime. But the real perpetrators have never been 
brought to a war crimes tribunal to face charges for their 
crimes committed against humanity. It is only when 
those war criminals are brought to justice that real rec- 
onciliation begins. But with the recent outbreak of vio- 
lence in the Kosovo region and the unprecedented ruth- 
lessness displayed by certain paratroopers in quelling 
the riots has focused the attention of international com- 
munity again on President Slobodan Milosevic and to 
his ever hard stance to create a Greater Serbia. 

The Serbian president can only envisage a Greater 
Serbia without any ethnic minority that might one day 
claim sovereignty on one of its disputed territories. 

President Milosevic played on die reluctance of the 
international community to further realise his policy of 
ethnic cleansing of non-Serb communities. 

Any further threatening of economic sanctions and an 
arms embargo against Serbia will not be an effective 
deterrent because ordinary Serbs, suffering economic 
hardship caused by crippling sanctions enforced during 
the Bosnian war, will feel that they have nothing to lose. 

The U.S. administration, feeling compelled to act 
swiftly since it was the key broker of the Dayton peace 
accords, should send a clear message to President 
Milosevic that he will not benefit in any way from the 
reluctance of die international community. Washington 
will only intervene militarily if it finds that the conflict 
in Kosovo may spread un controll abily to include its two 
major NATO allies Turkey and Greece. 

The U.S. administration stated clearly during the 
Bosnian war that it would not intervene unless there was 
the will and determination on both sides to resolve the 
conflict peacefully. Unfortunately, in Bosnia, it took a 
terrible loss of human life and realisation by die three 
warring parties that there will not be a one-winner sce- 
nario. Taking that into account. President Milosevic's 
conviction is that the Kosovo conflict is an internal 
problem because he considers Kosovo the cradle of 
Seibian historic ancestry and thus he will not allow any 
peaceful solution enforced by any outside intervention 
force. 

It was only when President Milosevic abolished 
Kosovo’s self-rule status in 1989 that the Kosovo 
Liberation Front was created. Its members benefited 
from the civil unrest in motherland Albania by smug- 
gling large amounts of arms and ammunition across toe 
border. 

The prospect of war spreading across the Balkan 
region is still unpredictable. But with the presence of 
large ethnic Albanian minorities in both Macedonia and 
Turkey and with the latest news that ethnic Albanian 
volunteers are crossing toe border from Macedonia, toe 
outbreak of war is more than ever likely. It is a matter 
of urgency that the international group responsible for 
the implementation of Dayton peace agreement give a 
mandate to the NATO forces to arrest the main perpe- 
trators of the recent atrocities in toe Prekaz province and 
have them stand trial before toe International War Crime 
Tribunal in the Hague. 

Feridon Jaimoukha 
Amman 



Right to 

self-determination 
tested in Canada 

By Waleed M. Sadi ' 


RECENTLY OTTAWA submitted a morion ro the 
Supreme Court of Canada requesting legal guid- 
ance on whether the Province of Quebec can law- 
fully secede from tbe Canadian confederation and 
if so on what basis. This intervention by the central 
government of Canada came in the wake of repeat- 
ed failed referendums held by Quebec on secession 
from the Canadian union and against the backdrop 
of the decision by Quebec to yet again hold 
plebiscites in the future on the same issue. Quebec 
of course objected vehemently to the submission of 
its quest for independence to a judicial review on 
the ground that the exercise of self-determination 
by Quebec is a political issue and not a juridical 
concern. 

It goes without saying that the exercise of the 
right to self-determination tops most human rights 
and is highlighted by human rights instruments as 
a high priority on the basis of which other human 
rights may be promoted and protected. The Charter 
of the United Nations speaks of the right to self- 
determination as sine qua non to the fulfillment of 
other human rights and the attainment of interna- 
tional peace and security. Both the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) as 
well the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) give promi- 
nence to self-determination. Article 1 of ICCPR 
states that “all peoples have the right of self-deter- 
mination. By virtue of that right they freely deter- 
mine their political status and freely pursue their 
economic, social and cultural development.” 
Identical language is found in the ICESCR. Other 
human rights conventions whether on the rights of 
the child or the rights of women convey identical 
principled views on the subject. “All” peoples 
wherever they are and whatever the conditions 
under which they live are entitled to this right. This 
includes peoples under domination or occupation. 
It also means that the enjoyment of the right of 
self-determination is an ongoing right that does not 
cease at any stage including the attainment of inde- 
pendence. 

Yet the jurisprudence on the exercise of the right 
of self-determination by a state or a province with- 
in a federated country is scant. The rule of thumb 
is that part of a federal country may opt to leave 
the federation through a plebiscite, but this politi- 
i on- must be conducted in .an . orfhtnJ.yi.and 


lawful way. -Usually the federal constitution pro-", 
vides how a state within the federation may secede^ 
In tbe absence of any such language in the organic 
law of the federal system, the central government 
is duty bound to seek guidance from the highest 
court of the land, Quebec may have the political 
right to secede, but this exercise of this political 
decision most comply either with the Canadian 
Federal law or the Canadian Supreme Court inter- 
pretation of this law. 

Quebec submits that a mere 5 1 per cent margin of 
approval of secession is all that is necessary for it 
to declare independence. This stance is rejected by 
Ottawa which contends that a highly important 
issue such as a secession cannot be determined by 
a thin edge margin. This is where a judicial review 
is necessary. Obviously self-determination cannot 
and should not be decided by a simple majority. 
Quebec should be the first to concede that deter- 
mining its status within Canada after centuries of 
association cannot be made lightly. Whether the 
people of Quebec opt to stay within Canada or 
establish their own independent and sovereign 
state, the decision must be made by at least a two- 
thirds majority. Quebec should therefore give its 
blessing to a judicial intervention by the Supreme 
Court of Canada to prescribe the formalities for 
deciding its quest for “sovereignty.” No people or 
nation may decide its fate on shallow grounds 
especially when it had formed a part of a federated 
state for centuries and its people and the other peo- 
ples of the union had developed vested interests in 
federation and forged long-term relations on its 
basis. Breaking away from a country is a solemn 
and very serious step which cannot and should not 
be determined lightly. As much as any such deci- 
sion is essentially political it is also a legal issue 
that calls for the closest legal scrutiny. 

Putting aside Quebec’s obsession with attaining 
sovereignty, it must be conceded that for all intents 
and purposes it is already a sovereign province. 
Quebec runs its own house in every sense of the 
word, has its own borders, its own seat of govern- 
ment, its own judiciary, its own police and even 
immigration policy. The preservation of the French 
culture and identity can take many forms within 
and without the Canadian Confederation. Canada is 
now an AngJo-Franco nation. Without Quebec, it 
would become a strictly Anglophone country. 
Greater wisdom and statesmanship would call for 
the continuation of an Anglo-Franco Canadian 
nation where the Quebecoise and the Quebecois 
can play their pivotal role In shaping the future of 
Canada. Which is more important for the French 
culture and identity: a Francophone Quebec or an 
Anglo-Franco Canada? 

The determination of this issue in Canada would 
have implications on similar issues in other regions 
of the world. The Kosovo conflict is ■ the most 
recent example of the struggle for the exercise of 
the right of self-determination. Unlike the Quebec 
case, the question of Kosovo presents a/different 
set of factors that makes it distinguishable espe- 
cially on the ground that over 90 per cent of the 
population are Albanians exercising minimum or 
no autonomy at all and effectively under the mili- 
tary domination of the Serbs in Belgrade. Ini retro- 
spect the Kosovo people are justified in opting out, 
but the Quebecois are noL The reason is obvious: 
over 90 per cent of the Kosovo people want inde- 
pendence. but only 50 per cent of the Quebecois 
people want il That is a significant difference 
which warrants different treatmeuts of the' two 
cases. 
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Tell el-Hammeh dig locates evidence 
of iron smelting industry in central Jordan Valley 


mMimtnB 


TWO BRIEF seasons 
of excavations in 
1996-97 by a Dutch- 
' Jordanian team at Tell 
el-Hammeh, on. the 
north bank of the 
Zarqa River in the cen- 
tral Jordan Valley, 
have revealed evidence 
of iron smelting in tbe 
late Iron Age as well 
as evidence of settle- 
ments in two earlier 
periods that had not 
been detected by pre- 
vious surface surveys 
of the site. The work, 
directed by Evelyn J. 
van der Steen of Lei- 
den University (The 
Netherlands), is part of 
the ongoing excava- 
tions at nearby Tell 
Deir Alla, 2.5 kilome- 
tres to the west. 

The site had been 
identified and surface 
surveyed by several 
scholars since the 
early 1950s, and had 
always been seen pri- 
marily as a settlement 
from the Early Bronze 
Age and the Early 
Iron-to-Persian peri- 
ods. The excavations 
aimed to integrate Tell 
el-Hammeh into the 
regional context of the 
much bigger Tell Deir 
Alla mound, and also 
to save it from possi- 
ble total destruction 
because one side of tbe 
mound had already 
been sliced away by. 


seems to be related to 
the pottery of Tell Abu 
Hamid,” a large site 
from that period locat- 
ed in the central Jor- 
dan Valley to the 
north-west. 

The Late Bronze Age 
remains (c. 1500-1200 
BC) above the Cbal- 
colithic settlement was 
also a surprise, as this 
era had also not been 
hinted at by the sur- 
veys evidence. The 
earliest LB occupation 
comprised wash and 
surface layers with 
many cooking pots, 
some rather fine ware 
with white and pink 
slip and painted deco- 
ration, and a few small 
chocolate-on-white 
sherds, with the high- 
est concentration in 
the centre of the tell. 

The EB layers were 
cut by pits from later 
phases, as occurs at 
Tell Deir Alla and 
other sites in the cen- 
tral valley, usually 
indicating the activi- 
ties of farmers or 
farmers/pastoralists. 

Above the earliest 
EB layers was a sur- 
face covered with 
stones, perhaps a 
crude or irregular 
pavement of sorts, that 
was covered with a 
layer of soil with peb- 
bles and much pottery. 
Stones are plentiful in 






Part of the mound of Tell el-Hammeh was sliced away and destroyed by bull- 
dozer activity, leaving the flat ground at left of this photo; the rest of the tell 
is seen at right (Photo by Hans-Dieter Bienert) 


900 B.C.), was evi- 
denced by walls that 
seem to belong to at 
least three different 
structures. 

Most walls consisted 
of mudbricks placed 
on top of several lay- 
ers of boulders laid on 
the ground without 
foundation trenches. 
This construction 
method is still used 
today in the valley, 
Ms. van der Steen 
notes, for the bottom 
layer of stones pre- 
vents undermining of 
the walls by rain. 
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The Zarqa River (foreground) runs immediately south of Tell el-Hammeh, 
which is the low, light-coloured mound in the centre of photo (Photo by Hans- 
Dieter Bienert) 


farmers preparing their 
fields (ironically, 
though, the farmers’ 
bulldozer cuts provid- 
ed the archaeologists 
with a ready-made cut- 
away section of the tell 
which was quickly 
cleaned and provided a 
quick view of the site’s 
stratified ancient occu- 

R ational history). 

lore specific goals 
were to clarify its 


ancient settlement pat- 
terns, and to explore 
the hypothesis that a 


terns, and to explore 


this area and in antiq- 
uity provided a conve- 
nient building material 
for walls, courtyard 
partitions, fireplaces, 
potstands, pavements, 
and other facilities, 
Ms. van der Steen 
says. 

The pits were cov- 
ered with surfaces 
showing signs of 
household activities, 
such as ash, burnt sur- 
faces and many pottery 
sherds, dated to the 
end of the Late Bronze 
Age and the beginning 


:-;-2 


trade route passed Age and the beginning , 
from the Deir 
Alla-Tell el-Ham- 
meh area, through 
the Wadi Zarqa, to 
the Baq’aa valley. 

The clear occu- 
pational sequence 
that was visible in 
the bulldozer cut 
revealed that the 
earliest settle- 
ments at the site 
were from the 
Chalcolithic and 
Early Bronze Ages 
(around 5500- •.> 

2000 BC). Exca- L 

various in four, a scarab made of soft gray stone, 
squares through- ^ rQm the period, excavat- 

out tne site ^ ^ j e || el-Hammeh (Photo courtesy 
of Evelyn J. van der Steen) 


out the site ^ 
revealed Chalcol- . , 
ithic and Early 
Bronze Age layers 
comprising mudbrick 
walls associated with 
pottery, layers of ash, 
and burnt rubble con- 
taining a high concen- 
tration of burnt bone. 
The presence of a 
Chalcolithic settle- 
ment was a surprise, as 
no Chalcolithic pottery 
had ever been docur 
mented by the several 
surveys earlier this 
century. Ms. van der 
Steen says that “the 
Chalcolithic pottery 


of the Iron Age. Also 
found associated with 
the LB pits were a fire- 
place, a tannur (cook- 
ing/bread oven), a kind 
of burnt round' clay 
platform measuring 30 
cm. in diameter, and 
many cooking pots: A 
north-south row of 
stones seems to form 
an irregular wall or 
boundary. 

The next major town, 
from the end of the 
Iron I period (c. 1000- 


Associated with these 
Late Iron I structures 
was a courtyard, two 
tannurs, a possible 
fireplace, and a small 
circle of pebbles that 
may have served as a 
cooking pot stand, and 
this entire activity area 
was found covered 
with burnt rubble con- 
taining roof debris. 

From the late Iron 
Age (c. 900-600 BC) 
settlement the excava- 
tors unearthed the 
remains of a large 
building with at least 
three walls, one 
of which may 
have been an 
external court- 
yard wall. A row 
of 30-cm-high 
standing stones 
was found in their 
original place 
inside the build- 
ing. and at one 
stage in the build- 
ing* s life the 
space between the 
stones was closed 
with mudbricks. 
Outside the 
me, buildings, proba- 
vat- blv from a rime 
rtesy when the building 
had gone out or 
use. were the 
remains of what 
the excavators call “a 
rather large-scale iron 
industry,” evidenced 
by heavy ash and slag 
between the courtyard 
wall and the wall of 
the building, and at 
least three furnaces. 
One furnace was a 
rounded structure with 
an outer diameter of 
about 2 metres (mostly 
bulldozed away) built 
of mudbricks that had 
been burnt bright 
green and partly sin- 


tered. A sequence of 
slag layers beneath it 
suggested that several 
successive furnaces 
may have been built on 
the same spot. A stone 
pavement or paved 
street on the south of 
the tell, with some slag 
between the stones, 
also may belong to the 
Late Iron period. 

The nortnern side of 
the site was most open 
to the eastern winds 
that are so frequent 
there, Ms. van der 
Steen noted, making it 
suitable for the smelt- 


ing process that 
required wind to keep 
the furnaces stoked. 
These Late Iron Age 
levels, including trie 
smelting system, have 
been provisionally 
dated to tne early Sth 
Century BC, primarily 
on the "basis of the pot- 


Mysterious, large pits 

The main feature of 
the next phase of the 
Late Iron Age settle- 
ment was a huge pit 
measuring nearly 


seven metres in diame- 
ter. lined with mud- 
bricks and with stones 
at the bottom, similar 
to pits found at Tell 
Deir Alla. The func- 
tion of these structures 
is not known. They are 
dated to around ' 700 
BC A nearby activity 
area comprised a 
round installation 
about one metre* in 
diameter made of 
small stones, with a 
large number of 
looraweights and two 
grinding "stones, and a 
very high concentra- 
tion of sherds on its 
surface area. 

The final Persian 
Period (539-332 BC) 
phase. immediately 
below topsoil, is domi- 
nated by a large build- 
ing wh’ose walls are 
made of dressed 
blocks resting on deep 
foundation trenches. 
Other walls and a 
trench or ditch also 
date from this period. 

Ms. van der Steen 
says that even though 
the analysis of the 
finds is in its early 
stages, “it is already 
dear that Tell el-Ham- 
meh must have been an 
important site, espe- 
cially in the Iron Age 
II, and it may well 
have been the centre of 
the iron industry in tbe 
region in the eighth 



century BC” 

The discovery of the 
Iron Age iron smelting 
works "is perhaps the 
most exciting aspect of 
the dig "to date, 
because scholars have 
always known about, 
but could never firmly 
identify, the later Iron 
Age smelting centre in 
the central valley area. 
Several possible can- 
didates, including Tell 
Deir Alla, have always 
been in contention, 
“but never before had 
we found convincing 
proof for any of these 
possible sites, so per- 
haps now Tell el-Ham- 
meh will provide the 
answer," Ms. van der 
Steen concluded. 

The raw iron ore 
almost certainly came 
from the Wardah mines 
in the hills to the 
north-east, between 
the valley and the 
Jerash-Ajloun area. 


The iron smelting 
industry at TeJl el- 
Hammeh corresponds 
to one of the main 
occupation periods at 
Tell Deir Alla, notes 
the co-director of the 
overall Tell Deir Alla 
project Dr. Gerrit van 
der Kooij of Leiden 
University, who shares 
overall management of 
the project with Dr. 
Zeidan Kafafi of 
Yarvnouk University. 

The two seasons of 
work at Tell el-Ham- 
meh have been funded 
by the Tell Deir Alla 
expedition, with the 
Department of Antiq- 
uities of Jordan also 
funding part of the 
second season. 
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47 Jordanian and Israeli textile companies are 


cooperating to export finished goods to U.S. markets 


$100 million ‘facility’ shields Israeli 
firms investing in Jordan from risks 


ACI Web site to provide 
worldwide information 
on Kingdom’s companies 
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By Ghalla Alul 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israel has set 
up a $100 milli on •‘facility” 
to protect Israeli companies 
investing in Jordan from 
“political and trade risks,” 
an Israeli diplomat said 
Sunday. 

The fund will operate 
through the Israeli Foreign 
Trade Ri sk Ins urance Cor- 
poration (IFTRIC), head of 
the embassy's trade office. 
Shaul Sasson, told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The establishment of the 
facility was announced in a 
joint communique that was 
issued last Wednesday after 
a meeting in Tel Aviv 
between His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hasson 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The joint statement com- 
mitted both countries, 
which signed a peace treaty 
in 1994, to work on future 
projects in the vital areas of 
water, infrastructure, trade 
and transport 

The insurance facility 
will help promote joint 
ventures between Jordanian 
and Israeli companies as 
well as other activities in 
the Kingdom, according to 


the communique. 

"This insurance company 
will protect Israeli 
exporters from both politi- 
cal and economic risks,” 
Mr. Sasson said. 

He added that the IhT RIC 
will insure up to 80 per cent 
of losses that Israeli com- 
panies might face in Jordan 
even if they are operating 
through a mother company 
abroad. 

Jordanian and Israeli offi- 
cials believe the move will 
encourage more Israeli 
businessmen to shift opera- 
tions to Jordan or to expand 
already existing ones. 

The relatively cheaper 
labour and operational 
costs have given Jordan an 
edge over Israel’s economy 
though the latter remains 
technologically far more 
advanced than Jordan. 

Mr. Sasson said 30 Jor- 
danian textile companies 
are cooperating with 17 
similar Israeli firms to 
reexport finished goods to 
U.S. markets. 

Only three of these Israeli 
firms have entered into 
joint ventures with Jordani- 
ans. he said. 

“Most of these companies 
are sub-contracting for 
Israeli firms. The design is 



BritishBank honours Far . 

BRITISHBANK held a reception on Saturday arthe.Radisson . 
SAS Hotel on the occasion of Mr. Edward Far’s retirement, 
and to introduce the new deputy chairman of BritishBank, Mr. 
Andrew Dixon Q.BJE. The reception was attended by Jordan- 
ian government officials, clients of the bank and BritishBank 
executives. 

Mr. Far joined BritishBank in 1950 and progressed through 
the organisation holding various posts. Mr. Far was deputy 
chief executive officer- Jordan from 1987 until February. 1998. 
Mr. Far’s valuable contribution and dedication to the bank 
during his long career of forty seven years has been reflected 
in the bank's consistently positive performances. 

Initially, Mr. Far will maintain his association with British- 
Bank through his appointment as business advisor to the chief 
executive officer, Jordan. A role that will make the most use of 
his wealth of experience. 

Mr. Dixon, the newly-appointed deputy chairman of British- 
Bank joined The Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corpora- 
tion (HongkongBank) in 1965. 


Israeli, and the sewing 
takes place in Jordan before 
the goods return to Israel to 
be reexported to the U.S,” 
he added. 

Other Israeli companies 
are “looking for invest- 
ments in Jordan while some 
are in the negotiating 
process,” Mr. Sasson said. 
“...We expect these invest- 
ments to create more than 
2,500 jobs, not only in 
Irbid. but in Zarqa, Rusaifa, 
Sahab and other cities." he 
added. 

Trade cooperation 

between Jordan and Israel, 
still low, is most evident at 
Irbid 's Qualifying Industri- 
al Zone (QIZ) — a status 
that grants Irbid-based 
industries duty free access 
in U.S. market. 

The American move is 
aimed at backing the peace 
process by showing some 
of the much-promised eco- 
nomic dividends, many 
Jordanians are still await- 
ing. 

Jordan and Israel, in the 
presence of U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright, signed the QIZ 
agreement during the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
economic conference in 
Doha last November. 

The accord stipulates that 
each Jordanian and Israeli 
manufacturer contributes 
and maintains at least one 
third of the minimum 35 
per cent content required 
under the Legislation and 
Proclamation for duty free 
treatment in the U.S. 

In addition to the eight 
Jordanian-Israeli joint ven- 
tures existing at the zone in 
Irbid, six new ventures, 
including a plant to assem- 
ble Motorola cellular tele- 
phones and a hospital sup- 
plies factory, are being set 
up. 

Mr. Sasson also said that 
seven joint industrial com- 
panies were already operat- 
ing in different parts of Jor- 
dan. 

But he said he did not 
have the names of these 
firms. 


The issue of Israeli 
investments in Jordan 
remains a highly sensitive 
matter for many of the 
Kingdom’s 4.2 million 
population who remain 
opposed to peace with 
Israel in the absence of an 
overall settlement to the 
Arab-Israeli question. 

Mr. Sasson added that 
Israel was keen on cooper- 
ating with Jordanian linns 
working in the area of soft- 
ware production because of 
the “huge shortage in soft- 
ware engineers in Israel." 

The cost of employing a 
software engineer in Israel 
is between $5,000 to 
$10,000 a month, he said. 

“Cooperation in the soft- 
ware industry is the future 
for both sides,” he indicat- 
ed. “Since Jordan has well 
educated people, we are 
willing to pay good people 
at a lower cost." 

In order to win similar 
treatment granted by QIZ 
in European markets, Israel 
and Jordan have addressed 
a joint letter urging the 
European Union (EU) to 
recognise cumulation of 
origin between the two 
countries to allow joint 
products duty-free entry to 
the countries of the EU. 

Both Jordan and Israel 
already have the privilege 
of entering EU markets 
without custom duties 
under separate association 
agreements. 

But unlike the QIZ status, 
their joint products will not 
be allowed free entry to the 
EU. 

According to the joint 
statement, the two sides 
will establish a joint com- 
mittee to harmonise “rules 
of origin and relevant 
administrative and customs 
procedures to encourage 
more trade. 

Bilateral trade levels 
between Jordan and Israel 
did not exceed $35 million 
in 1997. 


By Ahm ed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Chamber of Industry 
(ACI) Saturday launched 
its Web site, providing 
information to business- 
people worldwide on the 
9,000-strong organisation. 

The on-line database, 
which took six months to 
complete, followed a five- 
year-old initiative to ease 
ACI's daily tasks in deal- 
ing with the plethora of 
information on Jordanian 
industrial companies, said 
Abeer Fawa’eer, ACI 
Computer Department 
director. 

“This all started in 1993 
when we got our comput- 
ers at the ACL" she told 
the Jordan Times. 

“The initiative to set up 
a database on-line was 
ours,” Ms. Fawa'eer 
added. 

The Association of Ger- 
man Chambers of Indus- 
try and Commerce System 
Abroad tDEHT), which 
has a partnership deal 
with ACL helped structure 
the chamber's database 
through its representative, 
Marita Reidel. 

“We must not forget Ms. 
Reidel's efforts,” said Ms. 
Fawa'eer. “She worked 
closely with us, as if she 
was an [ACI] employee." 

The ACI’s on-line data- 
base, however, “only pre- 
sents a fraction of the 
information we have on 
Jordanian industrial com- 
panies.” said Ms. 
Fawa’eer. 

A visit to the ACI's Web 
site showed detailed infor- 
mation on local industries, 
company profiles, indus- 
trial laws and regulations 
and a brief introduction to 
the Kingdom. 

Moreover, the content 
took into account an abun- 
. dance of frequently asked 
- questions on Jordanian 
industry by providing 
"answers to 80 per cent of 
questions posed by previ- 
ous visitors," Ms. 
Fawa’eer explained. 


“[None of the on-line 
databases] are ready with 
the pioneering depth of 
information such as the 
ACI’s,” Ms. Reidel told 
the Jordan times after the 
conclusion of an ACI 
seminar to launch the ser- 
vice. “The structure of the 
Web site will be adopted 
as a model by 73 DIHT 
chambers of commerce 
and industry in 80 coun- 
tries worldwide.” 

The DIHT, Ms. Reidel 
added, will “mirror” the 
ACI site — already avail- 
able on the ACI's server in 
Amman at www.aci.otg.jo 
— on its servers in Ger- 
many at www.ahk.net. 

Locally, the ACI’s site 
has become a Focal Point 
for the National Databank 
of Local Industries, which 
is fed information through 
the Industrial Committee 
of the National Informa- 
tion Centre (NIC). The 
NIC is part of a nation- 
wide strategy to make 
information available, 
said NIC Director Yousef 
N us air. 

ACI Chairman Khal- 
doun Abu Hassan told the 
seminar that the move to 
provide information on 
Jordanian industries had 
become a necessity after 
Jordan signed a partner- 
ship deal with the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) in 
November. The Kingdom 
hopes to enter the Gene- 
va-based World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) later 
this year. 

“It has become para- 
mount for ACI to boost its 
communication with 
neighbouring countries 
and others worldwide to 
learn about opportuni- 
ties,” Mr. Abu Hassan 
said. “World changes, 
iqpluding . . the., d evelop -., 
rneht of a new globaTeco- 
nomic order and the cbal-_ 
lenges posed by Jordan's 
entry into the EU deal and 
the WTO, have made this 
step necessary.” 
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FURNISHED VILLA 
IN SWEIFYEH 


Consists of 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, salon, 
kitchen and sitting room. Fully furnished with 
satellite system, air-condition, central heating and 
2 telephone lines. 

"N Please call 553071 7 - 552971 7 S' 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Someone is ordering 
you around It just rubs you the wrong way, and you 
warn to say something back. That is not a goal idea. Let 
it run like water off a duck’s back and you’ll be more 
successfuL Lay low. Play it cooL Watch what's going 
on. And don't start any- fights. ' 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You and your sweet- 
heart could learn something' together that will benefit 
you both. If you’re considering a project that involves a 
partner, get started on it now. Make travel plans now 
too, eve^ if you can’t go today. All those things will go 
well, so relax. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Take an overtime 
asagnroent for extra money. If you’re getting ready to 
decorate for the holidays, that few hours m exchange 
forafew more dollars wifi be a good trade. Meanwhile, 
lend an ear to a friend with a sad story. Don’t lend any- 
thing else, however. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You'll have a hassle 
this morning with an authority figure, but nothing you 
can’t handle. By evening, everything mil turn out stu- 
pendously. Tty more, new things than usual, especially 
in romance. Be hold. If you want a forever commit- 
ment, go ahead and make one. 

LEO: (July 22 tb August 21>If you're finding another's 
sorrows annoying, maybe you're reminded of an unset- 
tled issue hi your own past Learn a lesson from the 
other person's experience. This makes the whole situa- 
tion more educational. Might as well look at it like that. 
Same price.” . .. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You have more 
energy than usual, so a tough job looks simple. So what 
are you waiting for? You've had lots of good ideas over 
the past few. weeks. Some of them could even be mon- 
eymakers.. Gather a group for a meeting around 
lunchtime and-nake it happen. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You are a good 
negotiator. You can get both sides working together, 
because you understand so many points ctf 1 view. 
Remember that, if someone is acting strange. Consider 
his or, her motivation, and what the payoff might be. 
That 3 /ill help you u nd erstand the game plan. 
SCORPIO: (October ,23 to November 21) You have 
allies in a 'distant place 'who will help you achieve your 
goals. You know who these people are. and you know 
what they can do. Don't wait any longer. If you don’t 
take advantage of Ifae opportunity now, it may not come 
again for quite some time. Move on the idea right now. 
SAGHTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
could make an advancement in your career today. A 
new skill, plus old experience, will come in handy. You 
might fold the job of your dreams through the 
^apevine. Knowing somebody who knows somebody 
could be an advantage. Don't be too proud to ask. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22' to January 20) Yon’re 
learning; a lot, and it sho ws. Y ou’re making a g ood 

up to 

While you disagree on some sub- 
jects, balance each other out. This is a 

relationship worth nurturing. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You'll have ! 
to work hard to keep up with a demanding person's | 
requdtei.njff tyon dti your best, youTl make a good ' 
myfw^qn; They’ll lode at you as an expert. And you 
mayyget eiKxigfc money to put some into youf -savings. 
Tfo s is ^ gpal worfo going foe Stop complaining. 

^ebroaty 2j0- to .March 20) Ibis is another 
beymtiful:^ for y ou.you ; re lucky in Iove and travel. 
That shouldbe a Ibt of fun. There is a problem about 
havihgte gO^towodc, - tutthat shouldn’t be' difficult to 
g^.atpdiicL If yott come up with a good excuse^ you 
might get ihe day off. It’scertainly worth a try. 

13 irtfajsfone pTMafch : A qparnarine — Jasper . 

r ' ■- 1 -v’l. - . " A •!.- .... • ' " ' ... J 



1 Open a crack 
5 CaHas and 


S 


11 Contagious 
malady, briefly 

14 Pierce with a 
horn 

15 'Lawrence of 
Arabia* star 

16 Sportscaster 
Berman 

17 Cotar 
gradations 

18 Get tost! 

19 in the past 

20 Beheaded 


21 H.H. Munro 

22 Faucet 

23 View quickly 

24 Hipster 

26 Makapos&Me 
28 Precedent- 
setting court 


30 Horse shade 

31 Rescuer 

32 Mar 

34 Vegetable bafl 
37 Saltonor 


By WVy A. WtMman 

New York, KY 

67 Land masses 

68 Snowmobile 

DOWN 

1 Appalled 

2 Jolting 
movement 

3 Sbowplaces 

4 Holds a grudge 

5 Band of hoods 

6 Had a bite 

7 Chicken choice 

8 Jot 

9 Similar 

10 Become 
permanent 

11 Canal transport 

12 Beginning of 
aduRhood 

13 SUI sealed 
24 Underground 
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H000 □□□□ □□□oh 
□no □□□□ □□□□□□ 
□□□a □□□□ 
□□□□□ □□!!□□ nna 

□EJDHJ 0QOI3O □□□□ 
□EEH3 □□□□D □□□□ 


OWW TIUIM9MU, Inc. 


25 On the briny 

27 Branch 

28 Container 

32 Sweetie 

33 Off-base G.L 

34 Serene 

35 Throw s into 
confusion 


36 Emphasized 
38 Ocean finer 

41 Language 
suffix 

42 Area of Spain 

43 Smies coyfy 

46 Of nerves 

47 TaAy of 
possessions 


48 Mouthed-off 
impudently 

so Singer Page or 
LaBele 
51 Fathers 
56 and void 

60 SoSdify 

61 Wife's title: 
abbr. 


Now arrange the circled letter* to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 



m. m 

I (Answers tomorrow) 

Jumble* UNER PURGE RATION BLEACH 
Answer Why the company's president went bock to 
***** — FOR “HIRE" LEARNING 
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Registration fees impede investments — Nabulsi 


.** IN A letter to AI Ra’i, the former 
governor of the Central Bank of Jordan 
said the opposition raised by public 
shareholding companies to higher listing 
fees overlooked a harsher and more dan- 
gerous measure that affects investments 
in general. In his. letters, the former gov- 
ernor, Mohammad Said Nabulsi, 
expounded upon the “incredible” recent 
developments that public shareholding 
companies have to face upon registering 
at the Ministry of Industry and Trade and 
the Amman Financial Market. 

He indicated that under a new regula- 
tion, public shareholding companies have 
to pay JD3 per every thousand dinars of 
the authorised capital as a registration 
fee, instead of the previous JD1 per every, 
thousand. In addition, stamps at a rate of 
JD3 per every thousand should be affixed 
to the registration application. As such, 
public shareholding companies which 
reach the stage of registration have to pay 
a gross fee of JD6 per thousand to the 
comptroller of companies instead of JD3 
per thousand as was the case before the 
new regulations. 

“This fee does not exist in many coun- 
tries of the world and, if it is to be found, 
the rate would be much lower and only 
imposed on the paid-up and not the 
authorised capital,” Dr. Nabulsi wrote. 
He continued: “It goes without saying 
that the fee is basically not justified as a 
registration fee except in a very limited 
sense.*' 

Dr. Nabulsi said that if a new public 
shareholding company with a JD 10 mil- 
lion capital is to be registered, it has to 



pay JD60.000 for very little work. “This 
can be considered as a high tax on a pro- 
ject that has not taken off,” the former 
Central Bank head said. “Why should a 
regulation hike the registration fee three- 
fold at a time when it is difficult to justi- 
fy the original fee?” he asked 
The respected financier and economic 
advisor moved to the requirement for 
registering the company at the Amman 
Financial Market (de stock exchange) 
and pointed out that the registration fee 
there was JD5 per thousand before, at a 
later stage, the company has to pay a list- 
ing fee. Although the listing fee could not 
exceed a JD 10,000 ceiling regardless of 
the company’s capital, the registration 
fee at the stock exchange had no ceiling. 

By simple calculation. Dr. Nabulsi said, 
the XD10 million company has now to 
pay an addition JD50.000 registration 
fee, bringing the total up to ID 110,000 
before starting to work. This amount 
discourages establishing public share- 
holding companies and discourages 
investments in general,’' he added 
Dr. Nabulsi concluded by pointing out 
that the strange thing was that the fees 
were raised for registration at the min- 
istry and at the stock exchange at the 
same time “without the right hand know- 
- ing what the left hand was doing.” 

“If the reason to raise the registration 
fee at the stock exchange is the upgrading 
of the control and supervision proce- 
dures, what is the justification for majn- 
* taming, not to say biking, the registration 
fees at the mini stry,” Dr. Nabulsi asked 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


US Dollar 


Kiii 

1.8116 


14746 

128.10 

DEHtart 

asssi 

• _ 

0.3382 

06138. 

Ttm 

GB Staring 

1.6700 

36380 

- 

24603 

21348 

CH Franc . 

46782 

12262 

04067- 

• 

8866 

JPYen 

0.0078 

14137 

04870 

1.1506 

- 

CA Dollar ' 

0.7100 

12000 

84301 

UM8T 

1.10 

rrura 

06008 

1.0116 

03341 

0.0823 

1389.98 

NLCuBder 

'04684 

' 8846 

06922 

72-00 

•'8262 

FR Franc 

0.1640 

06970 

0.0991 

24.1781 

2069 


ion 


Prices as at 15/03/9819313 

1.4085 1790.00 2.0476 6.0970 

0.7773 987-BO 1.1302 3-3664 

2£S22 2989.30 3.4196 10.1820 
0JS49 121X66 138.80 4.1338 
1.0991 1367 159.78 4.7577 

‘ - 1268.66 1.4643 46261 


*■"» ^MkhneEastem Currency 


US Dollar 
Jwdaa-QlMr 
Saudi Riyai 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kthw^tDtoV 
Emirates Dinar 
lebanesaffOOO 
Egyptian j 


Brent 1267 1260 

IflCTeXM 14.15* 1469 

Bonny 1267 1260 

Dubai . 10.85 10,47 

ULGas 137.00 137.00 

* JOD Cross Rates 


3.7806 

66900 

06770 

06317 

0.1005 

3.8410 

6.43648 

067 

0.3049. 

04301 

06813 

3.8729 

*1804 

068 

1528.00 

2165.15 

40740 

34000 

-4.7956 

0.9085 

86485 

- 

968 

06089 

S-74 

406366 

9.0188 

16301 

1.0301 

- 

06838 

1.01 

419.86 

06338 

126935 

163S3 

1164 

- - 

12.04 

6010.82 

0.9338 

16212 

0.1028 

06913 

0.0830 

- 

416.02 

06257 

24648 

06M7 

26829 

0.1996 

24037 

- 

26251 

1.1031 

0.1109 

1.0709 

0.0897 

1.0803 

44841 
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Mid-East Currencies 

SA Riyai 06666 0.4831 0.16966 0.39327 34.1682 

AEDtrimm .06723 049336 0.18303 0.40169 346908 

KW Dinar 36793 6.94177 168388 4.83793 420.168 

* BH Dinar . 06770 460769 168831 361236 339.906 

CY Pound 16861 3616 1.1281 2.7796 241.481 

Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


US Dollar 0.708 0.710 

OB45teftt« 1681* 1.1873 


DE Mark 
Of Franc.. 
FR Franc 
• JP Yen ' 

NL Guilder 
IT Ura 

Source: Centra 


NewYork 

Ncwyorfc 

London 

. Tokyo ' 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


06891 0691 

04799 04823 

0.116 0.1166 
06523 .06661 
06454 06471 

0.395 0697 


USD 

6.66 

866 

6.69 

546 

GBP 

766 

740 

740 

740 

JPY 

061 

066 

0.62 

047 

OEM 

'340 

342 

363 

368 

FRF 

361 

3.62 

362 

3.69 

-CHF. 

-i-12 

1.10 

1.19 

1.12 

ITL 

869 

5.57 

6.10 

463 


Main Equity Indie 


DOW JONES 

860262 

-67.04 

-0.66 

mm 

869842 

86926 

mm 

8869.66 

■ -..SAP 900 

•, iOKMTf 

; -ridtl' 

; -o.i2 . 

107S66 

106667 

106962 

FT-SE100 - 

57826 

-12.6 

-062 

68416 

6768.1 

6794.8 

NIKlQE225'v 

17060.14 ' 

i 48462; 

■ .263' 

17129 

46664.8 

165756 

CAC40 

364063 

1 13.68 

069 

358963 

3516.65 

3628.67 

DAX 

• 4880.66 ' 

60.0$ 

163 

49066 

4863.44 

48386 


JMRC 

to finance 

housing 

projects 

through 

Arab 

Land Bank 


By TareqAyyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan 
Mongage Refinance 
Company (JMRC) will 
extend two loans for the 
Arab Land Bank to 
finance housing projects 
for the bank's clients and 
employees. JMRC 
Director General Zuhair 
Khalifah said Sunday. 

He indicated that the 
first loan, amounting to 
JD375,000, will help in 
financing housing loans 
given to the banks* 
clients while the second 
loan of JD303,000 will 
finance housing loans 
for the bank's employ- 
ees. 

Dr. Khalifah told the 
Jordan Times that the 
two loans, having a 
grace period of two 
years and carrying a 
9.5% interest rate, are 
the first of such types in 
the Kingdom. 

Interest rates, to be 
reviewed between the 
two sides, are payable 
every six months. 

Dr. Khalifah said the 
agreement with the bank 
stipulates that the two 
loans should be paid 
after two years. 

“The difference 
between this type of 
loans and others is that it 
offers raedium-and long- 
term fiancing used for 
long-term loans by the 
bank ” Dr. Khalifah said. 

“So instead of using 
the bank’s short-term 
deposits to finance long- 
term housing projects, 
JMRC will give them 
money to finance these 
ventures,” Dr. Khalifah 
said. 

He explained that the 
two-year-old JMRC, 
with a capital of JD5 
million, was established 
to finance housing pro- 
jects in the country. 

The JMRC, an. inter- 
mediary financing com- 
pany with 16 different 
investors participating in 
the project, is planning 
to float securities at the 
Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) this year. Dr. 
Khalifah said. 

The company's board 
of directors includes rep- 
resentatives of several 
public firms, commer- 
cial banks and the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ). The CBJ gover- 
nor heads the board of 
director. 

In addition to the 
JMRC's capital, the firm 
has an additional amount 
of JD20 million, which it 
obtained from the gov- 
ernment through a loan 
from the International 
Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development 
(IBRD) to finance hous- 
ing projects in the coun- 
try. 
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GET FIT FOR SUMMER... 

At the best Health Spa in town. 

* Aerobic Dance 

* Slide Aerobics 

* Step Aerobics 

* Aqua Aerobics 

* Aqua Natal Exercise 

* Post Natal Exercise 

• 

At the Interfit Health Spa in the Hotel Inter-Continental Jordan 

For further information please call 461 5825 

J&Z 1 

I FfU INTER-CONTI.VESTAL 
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AMMAN FXNAKTCZAL MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEXSANX 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 
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SUNDAY 

15/03/1998 
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PAST 12 

MONTHS 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

NO. OF 

VALUE 

OPES 

CLOSE 

CHANGE 


HIGH 

LOU 




OF 

SHARES 

TRADED 

PRICE 

PRICE 








TRANS. 


JD 





346.000 2 

50.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.9 

1-18 

2 

40 

' 13560 340.00 

339.00 

1.00- 


2.34a 

1.6B0 

J OR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

2 

550 

963 

1.74 

1.75 

.01* 

s 

2.660 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

10.4 

6.03 

24 

30168 

52376 

1.7S 

1.73 

.02- 


5.300 

4.610 

THE HOUSING BK. 

29. 8 

1.95 

2 

3400 

16932 

4.95 

4.98 

.03* ' 

N 

2-700 

2.700 

ARAB JOR. INV. BK. /NEW 

.0 

0.00 

3 

16666 

44998 

2.70 

2.70 


S 

4.020 

1.990 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

10.3 

4.75 

11 

4850 

9810 

2.02 

2.02 



1.460 

.800 

BEIT.AL-MAL (BBITNA) 

.6 

16.67 

5 

850 

779 

.95 

.90 

.05- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 23S. 

.61 *CHGt 

-0.14 

49 

56524 

139417 





2.400 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH I NS DR. 

5.7 

12.25 

2 

450 

918 

2.15 

2.04 

.11- 


2.300 

1.200 

HOLY LAND I NS UR. 

6.4 

0.00 

A- 

200 

..x. » i250‘ . 

d^24 — 

-.Cl*- 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 121.79 *CHG: 

-0.50 

_3 

650 

1168 





2.140 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWH. 

9.8 

4.95 

'15' " 

'• 8150 

16524 

2.06 

2.02 

.04- 


4.030 

1.320 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

12.7 

5.37 

1 

100 

214 

2.25 

2.14 

.11- 


1.55Q 

.930 

NATL- PORTFOLIO . 

43-5 

0.00 

9 

4B0Q 

5237 

1.11 

1.09 

.02- 


1.120 

.850 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

13.9 

6.00 

1 

50 

50 

1.01 

1.00 

.01- 


.590 

.370 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

19.5 

0.00 

1 

500 

190 

.39 

.38 

.01- 


9.350 

6.700 

ALRA'I 

9.5 

6.42 

3 

1500 

14025 

9.31 

9.35 

.04* 


4.600 

2.890 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDUC. 

10.9 

1.81 

2 

800 

3451 

4.43 

4.41 

.02- 


1.090 

.900 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

4 

2550 

2429 

-96 

.96 


+ 

1.830 

1-630 

UNIFIED CO. 

7.1 

6.83 

20 

11350 

18350 

1.64 

1.61 

.03- 


.810 

.600 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 

3 

650 

436 

.68 

.67 

.01- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 120.18 z CHC : 

-0.5B 

59 

30450 

60905 





1.160 

.930 

ATTAHQEEB 

g 

0.00 

5 

6950 

7854 

1.16 

1.13 

.03- 


4.450 

2.690 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

18.8 

3.93 

14 

2047 

5810 

2.86 

2.80 

.06- 


7.050 

5.620 

ARAB POTASH OO. 

14.3 

3.24 

3 

300 

1790 

6.20 

5.90 

.30- 


11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REFI NARY 

10.2 

8.45 

8 

755 

7964 

10.65 

10.52 

.13- 


1.390 

1.040 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

10.1 

8.55 

2 

400 

468 

1.23 

1.17 

.06- 

+ 

2.490 

1.250 

INDUSTRIAL CCHH.AGR. 

9 

0.00 

6 

1450 

1769 

1-27 

1.21 

.06- 


5.700 

3.440 

ARAB PRAAM. MANF- 

14.4 

3.82 

103 

28157 

146546 

5.30 

5.24 

.06- 


2.330 

1.800 

GENERAL MINING 

9 

0.00 

2 

219 

453 

2.18 

2.07 

.11- 


8.540 

5.000 

ARAB CHBM- DTREGN. 

23.3 

3.95 

1 

100 

760 

8.00 

7.60 

.40- 

s 

1.420 

.770 

RAF LA INDUSTRIES 

9 

0.00 

8 

2900 

2469 

.SB 

.87 

.01- 


6.350 

4.400 

DAR ALDAWA DV. INV. 

15.2 

4.03 

2 

250 

1550 

6.23 

6.20 

.03- 


3.460 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM.IKD. 

6.5 

8.99 

3 

1500 

4170 

2.90 

2.78 

.12- 


.600 

.400 

LIVESTOCK t POULTRY 

10.4 

0.00 

19 

32150 

15825 

.50 

.49 

.01- 


.640 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS- 

9 

0.00 

1 

750 

420 

.57 

.56 



.960 

.370 

I NTERMED . PETPO . CHEH . 

9 

0.00 

*1 

2500 

1100 

.45 

.44 


5 

1.670 

.810 

UNXV. MODN.TNDS. 

P 

.20 

65 

54450 

58582 





1.620 

1.350 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.1 

4.67 

2 

1000 

1500 





1.080 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

19.1 

o.oa 

33 

44244 

46147 





1.880 

1.290 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR I 

48.2 

0.00 


500 






1.250 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

14 

9950 

11751 

1.19 

1.18 



1.220 

.660 

UNION CH. & VEG- 

48.6 

0.00 

27 

30175 

32145 


1.07 



.850 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

36.2 

6.25 

9 

9550 

7640 

.82 

.80 




.570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.8 

15.87 

12 

10500 

6615 

.64 

.63 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 111. 

.54 / CHG: 

-2.80 

375 

256497 

377074 




CRAMS TOTAL 


INDEX: 168 

.73 *CHG: 

-1.08 

486 

344121 

578563 
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1.050 

.910 

EXPORT £ 71N.BNK.7S1 

17.6 

0.00 

4 

7533 

5271 





.300 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

165 




.530 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

10.4 

a. oo 

4 

6000 





.660 

.480 

NATL . COMMER . CENTERS 

E 

0.00 

4 

1130 

750 





.660 

UNION INV. 501 

9 

o.ao 

17 

61895 

14235 





.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

12 

23050 

10142 




.7B0 

.610 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

64.3 

o.oa 

2 

203 

85 





.850 

ARAB JOR. INVEST. CO. 

17.0 

5.00 

3 

25000 

25000 

1.00 

1.00 



.240 

ARAB INTL. INV. IRQ. 

36.9 

0.00 

50 

141600 

*4625 





.360 

NATL . MULT . BNG . NAMICO 

9 

0.00 

9 

3901 

1501 





.400 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

9 

0.00 

5 • 

7512 

3083 




1.500 

.860 

ONION TOBACCO 751 

9 

0.00 

11 

49793 

61192 

1.45 

1.48 



.550 

RAZI PHARM. 

E 

0.00 

5 

12950 

9075 





.240 

INDS. BNG. 

9 

0.00 

11 

19850 

5711 


.28 



.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. I HD. 

E 

0.00 

15 

21500 

13980 






NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 







.950 

.470 

OPTICAL^ HEARING 751 

E 

0.00 

1 

500 





1.000 

.660 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75 i 

94.6 

0.00 

6 

12250 

5268 




1.100 

.720 

ARAB I NT. FOOD FACT. 

54.9 

o.ao 

■*» 

2500 

2500 





1.000 

NUTRXDAR 

P 

o.oo 

7 

1854 

1982 





-7S0 

EKBAL PRINT CO. 751 

13.5 

8.51 

11 

16000 

102 BO 

.90 

.89 

.01- 

ID TOTAL 





1 199 

426771 

223299 
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DAJANFS. Unique Classy Jewelry Of Gems & Gold. SSS ;is "” 



Area: 200 sqm 
Consist* of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

ToL: 5920605 / 
5020609 
Fax: 5032605 

Mobile: 079/30007 





* # < 1 ' - iJ J"'. - * :*;■ 1 ° • -* 


Shmetaanl - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. - 
Phone; 5604042 
SweHfeh Tel: 822991. 


TQ ADVERTISE. 

^IN THiSr ^ 

SECTION GALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


IS; FOR 

| RENT 

lafij Deluxe Villas 
■ ^ and Apartments 



KOOK A 


SflNflBELl I Quality Serviced Suites 



lluiar 
iphon 


Agent 


WINTER 

Collection 

40%OFF 


• One* Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 
|Tei.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 


Td. 4656593 - 857690 
Mobile 079/32300- 44101 
Fax. 962-6-4611068 


SPRING / ^ 

COLLECTION „ n * a 

20%OFF K 2 S ?1 A 


Shmoisam ■ Acii Center - Above 
Houston's Resiaurart-Beside Patch: 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 
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Evert Cup 


Hingis finds the silver 


lining on cloudy day 


INDIAN WELLS (AFPi - 
World No. 1 Martina 
Hinds captured her second 
title* of the year here 
Saturday with a straight- 
sets victory over Lindsay 
Davenport in the final of 
the Evert Cup. 

Hingis, who successfully 
defended her Australian 
Open title in January, wait- 
ed through a two-hour rain 
delay then needed just 63 
minutes to beat Davenport 

6-3. 6-4. 

The J 7-year-old Swiss, 
who played her semi-final 
against Venus Williams 
Friday as well as a three- 
set doubles match, said she 
was pleased when she 
woke up and saw the rain. 

"When I heard I had to 
play the finals at 1 1 :00 
a.m.. I was like, ‘no way 
I'm going to wake up so 
early.’" she said. 

was kind of happy it 
rained. Tennis players are 
pretty spoiled ... they don't 
really like to wake up early 
in the morning." 

Davenport didn't wake 
up until the sixth game of 
the opening set. 

"Normally. f’m a very 
fust starter." said 
Davenport, who dropped 
her serve twice to find her- 
self down 5-0. 

"I started slowly, that’s 
one thing you can’t do 
against the No. 1 player in 
the world, especially in a 
final. It's too big a hole to 
come back from." 

Davenport dropped her 
serve for the first time with 
a double-fault and for the 
second with two forehand 
errors. 

She finally held with two 
aces in the sixth game, and 
broke back in the seventh 
w ith a forehand cross-court 
winner off a Hingis drop 
shot. 

Die 21 -year-old 

American, second in the 
world behind Hingis, 
saved a set point in the 
next came, but couldn’t 
evade the inevitable. 

“I was very self-confi- 
dent after a couple of 
balls." Hingis said. "It 
calms me when I play good 
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Martina Hingis 

in the beginning, so I feel 
OK and I’m not nervous 


anymore. 

Hingis avenged a defeat 



by Davenport in the final 
of the Pan Pacific tourna- 
ment in Tokyo in February, 
her only outdoor Joss this 
year. 

"When she loses to 
someone. she always 
comes back the next time 
even a little more fired up." 
Davenport said. 

"1 knew that I had beaten 
her three weeks ago. that 
she was going (o want to 
play well and "win today." 

Hingis got the only break 
of the second set in the 
fifth game and never once 
fcceofa break point. 


Lindsay Davenport 


Her confidence let her 
experiment a little — at 
one point in the ninth game 
Davenport moved her out 
wide and Hingis simply 
sw hched her racquet to her 
left hand. She made the 
shot but lost the rally as 
Davenport completed a 
love game. 

"She even made it!" 
Davenport said of Hingis' 
switch to a southpaw 
stance. "Of course today 
she would make that. 

"She hit some great shots 
today on the run." 
Davenport said. “She has 
fun out there." 


Rangers’ 


title hopes 

fade 

further 


GLASGOW (AFP) - 
Rangers' hopes of clinching a 
record 10th successive 
Scottish Premier division title 
suffered a major setback 
when they crashed to a 2-1 
defeat at struggling 
Motherwell on Saturday. 

Willie Falconer scored a 
dramatic winner with a pow- 
erful header three minutes 
from the end when Owen 
Coyle floated in a cross from 
the lefL 

Rangers Old Firm rivals 
Celtic will now go seven 
points clear of them on 
Sunday if they beat Dundee 
United - and with only eight 
games left the gap between 
the two is starting to look 
unbridgable. 

Rangers manager Walter 
Smith admits that Celtic are 
in the driving seat. 

He said: “Ji s obvious that 
this defeat today doesn't 
enhance our chances. 

“If Celtic win tomorrow it 
gives them a margin of error 
and that is something we did- 
n't want to happen. 

Scotland veteran Ally 
McCotst marked his return to 
the Rangers starting line-up 
for only the second time in 
the league this season by 
opening the scoring in the 
1 1th minute. 

He could have had a hat- 
trick. watching in disbelief as 
two other efforts came back 
off the bar. 

But MotherwelL who 
always seem to rise to the 
occasion when they play the 
Ibrox giants, were good value 
for their victory with Coyle 
equalising on the stroke of 
half-time. 

■p*~n came the winner from 
Falconer to complete a mar- 
vellous day for new 
Motherwell manager Haiti 
Campman making his bow at 
Frr Park. 

Elsewhere. Hearts, remain 
in second position - one point 
behind Celtic - but missed 
their chance to move top of 
the table after being held to a 
1-1 draw az home to 
Kilmarnock. 

In the clay's other matches. 
Dunfermline and Aberdeen 
shared the points in a six-goal 
thriller while bottom club 
Hibernian grabbed a draw 
with a 90th minute penalty 
for a 1-1 draw against St 
Johnstone. 



Inter Milan's Brazilian striker Ronaldo (.R) pushes the ball to past AtaJanta defender 
Andrea Sotdl. during their Italian Serie A soccer match at Milan stadium. 
Internazionale Milan defeated Atalanta 4-0 (Reuters photo) 


Napoli bring Juventus down to earth 



MILAN (AFP) - Italian 
champions Juventus saw 
their four-point lead in the 
Serie A slashed in ha/f on 
Saturday, after being held to 
a shock 2-2 home draw by 
10-man bottom club Napoli. 

Juventus finished the day 
with 53 points, while Lazio 
moved up to 51 after crush- 
ing Sampdoria 4-0. Inter 
Milan were one point 
behind Lazio after a similar 
4-0 rout of nine-man 
Atalanta. 

Juventus took a 45th 
minute lead. when 
Alessandro Del Piero slot- 
ted home his 17th goal of 
the season to become the 
Serie A's joint top-scorer 
with Udinese's German ace 
Oliver Bierhoff. 

Napoli's Francesco 
Turrini levelled in the 68th 
minute, shortly before 
teenage Uruguayan substi- 
tute Marcelo Zalayeta 
scored his first goal for 
Juventus since making his 
full debut in midweek. 

Napoli then had Roberto 
Goretti sent off for a second 
bookable offence, and all 
•hope looked lost as the 
game wem into injury-time 
- only for Igor Protri to pop 
up with a dramatic equalis- 
er. 

Juventus coach Marcello 
Lippi shouldered all the 
blame, saying: “Obviously, 
I'm no longer capable of 
making myself understood. 
I left eight players behind 
for the Italian Cup tie 
against Lazio on 
Wednesday night, simply 


because 1 wanted them to 
realise just how important I 
felt this match against 
Napoli was." 

"But it wasn't enough. I 
also kept telling them to for- 
get they were playing 
against the bottom club: but 
that wasn’t enough either. 
We treated this like it was a 
Thursday afternoon kick- 
around. 

“We gave Napoli five 
scoring chances, and, with 
ali due respect to them, that 
was far too many." 

Lazio, who face a possible 
championship decider with 
Juventus on April 5 at the 
Olympic stadium, mean- 
while extended their 
unbeaten run to 20 games. 

There was a warm wel- 
come for returning 
Sampdoria icon Roberto 
Mancini, who spent 15 
years with the Genoa club 
before moving to Lazio last 
summer. 

However, there no room 
for sentiment once the 
match got underway. 

. Vladimir r-Jugovic scored' 
in ihe r first mmte antf 20 
minutes later Samp3oria 
had David Bailed sent off to 
a volley of objects from the 
anj&v home fans. 

Czech midfielder Pavel 
Nedved. whose midweek 
brace against Juventus put 
Lazio into the Italian Cup 
final, made it 2-0 and Diego 
Fuser added two more to 
put the result beyond doubt. 

Sampdoria striker 

Vincenzo Montella made 
life even easier for the visi- 


tors by missing his third 
consecutive penalty of the 
season. 

But despite the handsome 
victory over his former 
club, Lazio coach Sven 
Goran Eriksson remained as 
cautious as ever. 

“Let’s not talk about the 
league tide," he said “We 
were in trouble in the first- 
half and until we were 2-0 
up Sampdoria were the bet- 
ter side.” 

As for his return to 
Genoa, the Swede said he 
was moved by the event 
“because I had five wonder- 
ful years here. But we’re all 
professionals and we have 
to look forward." 

However, Mancini admit- 
ted: “I’m glad to have won 
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TAI CHI CLASSES 


New Super Deluxe Villa For Sale 

A newly built villa suitable for diplomatic mission is ottered 
tor sale- The villa is located in a very quiet neighbourhood. It 
has a very wonderful view to the west overlooking great 
sites of Western Amman ( Daboug ). All materials are well 
chosen and the finishings are done with great care. We pre- 
fer seeing it than talking about it. 

Please contact Four Seasons Real-Estate Est„ 
Telefax: 5533094 



* Mazda 626, 1995, PS, AC, AB, American 
system, efuty unpaid. 

* Camcorder Panasonic, MS70, S.VHS. 
For more information call 
Tel.: 5663672 



Where? 

At the Interfit Health Spa in the Inter-Continental Hotel. 


What is Tai Chi? 

The term Tai Chi refers to the Ancient Chinese cosmological concept of 
interplay between two opposite yet complimentary forces (Yin and Yang) 
as being the basis of the universe. 


What are the benefits of Tai Chi? 

Tai Chi has been found to be conducive to calming the mind, relaxing the 
body and relieving stress. Tne physical goals of this course are to improve 
balance, flexibility and strength. The mental and physical benefits result in 
general health enhancement and relaxation. 

The classes include basic exercise and stance-keeping movement training. 


NOTICE OF SALE 


Location: 


For more information, please call 4615825. 
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Date and Time of Sale: TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 1998 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
American Embassy Warehouse. Abdoun 
(Use the Back Gate) 

Hems to be Sold: Office and Residential Furniture, 

Appliances. Equipment. Vehicles, and 
Miscellaneous 
Conditions of Sale: 

Sie :s conducted by sealed bid. 
a:: property is sold on as-is. where-is, non-return 
able baas for cash payment without refund 
or warranty. 

B:d forms and list of lots wilt be available at time of 
sale. 

AT items will be available for inspection at sale time. 
A deposit of 20°^ of the total bid is required at time 
ct bid in cash JD only . 

A!: bids must be deposited by 12:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday March 17. 

Ali bidders will be notified and deposit refunded to 
unsuccessful bidders by Tuesday. March 17. 

A'! property must be paid for and removed by 
Wednesday. March 18. 

If not removed by March 18, a storage fee of 
JD50-00Q per day for each lot will be imposed. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Located irTjabal Amman, near C-Town. 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, guest lounge, dining room, sit- 
ting room, verandas with centra! heating and telephone. 

If interested, please cal! 5693166 
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Inter meanwhile tried 
everything to get the better 
of Atalanta, who had Fabio 
Rustico sent off just before 
half-time for a second book- 
able offence, a particularly 
vicious foul on Ronaldo. 

The breakthrough came in 
-the 65th- •'minute * with a 
superb : solo goal by 
Francesco v -Moriert>,' "the 
winger who is trying to play 
his way into Cesare 
Maldini’s World Cup squad. 

But there was even more 
emotion minutes later, when 
Kanu completed a miracu- 
lous return from heart 
surgery nearly 18 months 
ago by scoring his first goal 
for Inter, rewarded by a two 
minute ovation. 

Ronaldo, who picked up 
his first ever booking in the 
Serie A (retaliation), added 
the third, Atalanta had 
Yugoslav defender Ljubisa 
Dundjerslti sent off and 
French midfielder Benoit 
Cauet cracked home a free- 
kick to complete the rouL 

Inter president Massimo 
Moratti said: “The objective 
is still the league title, and 
now that we're closer to 
Juventus, we mustn’t let our 
concentration slip.” 

Moratti did not rejoice at 
Juventus' setback: his own 
ream's blunders against 
lowly opposition this sea- 
son being too fresh in the 
memory. 

“It's often the matches 
which look the easiest on 
paper that bring the biggest 
disappointments," he 
declared. “Inter know 
something about that, in 
games like those they’ve 
lost a great deal. 

. “The important 
that we’ve made 
points on Juventus, and that 
along with them and Lazio, 
we’re going to fight right 
through the end." 
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Roberto- Baggio • didn ’t 
score but lined, up all three 
of Bologna’s goals as they 
beat European Cup Winners 
Cup hopefuls \ficen 2 a 3-1. 

Swedish gjant Ketmet 
Andersson scored twice, 
while Russian Igor 
Kolyvanov notched the 
other. 
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Austria's Hermann Maier displays the trophy of the 
overall World Cop winner in Crans Montana March 
15. Maier won with 1685 points ahead of his compa- 
triots Andreas Schifferer and Stefan Eberharter 
(Renters photo) 



Athletes ran across the old Tagus bridge during 
Lisbon’s International Half Marathon. More than 
18,000 people participated in the event (Renters 
photo) 


APARTMENTS FOR SALE IN 
MONTPELLIER, FRANCE 



We aim to satisfy your appetite for special 
food, well presented, reasonable price & live music 

Nouroz 

Restaurant & Pub 

Conveniently located on 3rd Circle,. Jabal Amman, 
opposite Ministry of Information. 

Open daily 11 a.m. to midnight. 

Tel: 4642830 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Located between 4th & 5th circle, 
fully furnished 4n excellent condition. 
Containing 3 bedrooms, 2 Hying 
rooms, 2 bathrooms, dinning room & 
2 verandas. A telephone is available, a 
video, a TV and many extras. 

For more details please call owner, . 
Tel: 5674256. 


Evert Cup 

‘ Singles .Final 

- Martina Hingis (Swf xl) bt Lindsay Davenport (USA x2) 
; 6 t 3 , 64 ; 

; Doubles Final 

Lindsay Davenport/Naiasha Zvereva (USA/Blr xl) bt 
Alexandra Fusaj/Nstfralje Tsuziat (Fra x2) 

*64,2-6,64 


yS^Si^finals / - .■ '' ; 

r - xti) bt Thomas Muster (Aut) 

^MarcelorEfog {Chi xT) bt Jan-Michael Gambill (USAj 


•NRAfV: m 7 c : — • 

Seattle y'-li 114 
Washington ' .,83 . . • 

' Cleveland , 88 
. New Jersey . . 108 
Houston ... 89 
Chicago ; - ' 96 

Denver' 92' 

Pfiiladelptea \ - 93 

"' Friendly international 
United Slates 2 

Belgian League 
.Sim Tiukfen 1 
Lommel ' . 2 

■Anderlecht .' .4 
Westerlo 0 
Antwerp. 7 _ • 0 

Spanisb First Division 
" Compostela. " 2 

Real Madrid . 2 

- Dutch Championship 

Nijmegen" .2 
N AC Breda -' 1 
Ajax. ' ' \ 6 

Bundeshga 
Wolfsburg 1 

. SV Hamburg D . ' 
Bayern Munich OT. 

B. Dottmimd 3 
Kaiserslautern 1 
. B. Moehchen. 0 

Italian Serie A 
Bologna - 3 

Inter Milan. - . 4 .. . 

Juveatus . - -2 ' ' 

, Sampdoria. ' 0 


Minnesota 
Charlotte 
.New York 
Dallas 
Sacramento 
San Antonio 
Portland 
Milwaukee 


Paraguay 


Mooscron 

Charleroi 

Ekeren 

Genk 

Gent 


Atletico Madrid 1 
Racing Santander 2 


Maastricht I 
Twenle Enschede 0 
FC Volendain 0 


Karlsruhe 2 

VfB Stuttgart . 0: 
VfL Bochum 0 

Bielefeld . - 2. 
I860 Munich' - 0- 
Werder Bremen 0 


80 

SO 

85<OT) 

93 

86 

86 

82 

89 


Bologna - . 3 .. " Vicenza 1 

. Inter Milan . - 4 .. . Atalanta 0 

Juveatus . -2 ' ' Napoli ' . '2 

TSampdoria. ' 0 ... Lazio 4 

I ji. tl-'i vi.isu.ui' 

Scottish Premier Division ’ 

Dunfermline-'; '"3 v*?-?. 3 

Hearts -1 v Kjlmaraock .' 1. 

Motherwell; 2 Rangers - ... l 

St Jobnstan6 : .1 1 ' Hibernian ; .1 


Portuguese League 
Bbavista ' - O' 


\itoria Gtnmmabs. 1 


Rusedski downs Muster 
to meet Rios in final 


INDIAN WELLS, 

California (AFP) — Greg 
Rusedski and Marcelo Rios, 
the runners-up at the last 
two Grand Slam tourna- 
ments. posted straight-set 
victories Saturday to reach 
the final of the ATP Tour 
Champions Cup. 

Rusedski, who lost io Pat 
Rafter in the U.S. Open final 
last September, over- 
whelmed Austrian Thomas 
Muster 7-6 (7/5). 6-1 with a 
magnificent service game 
that included a record-set- 
ting 149 mph ace. 

Rios, who fell to Petr 
Korda in the Australian 
Open final in January', 
shrugged off a rain delay of 
two hours and four minutes 
to oust U.S. upstert Jan- 
Michael Gambill 7-6 (7/3 », 
6-3. 

Sunday’s final, will be the 
first meeting between the 
two left-handers. 

“I think I have a good 
chance,” Rios said. “He has 
a great serve. From the 
baseline he is not that 
strong. I’m playing really 
good from the baseline. I’ve 
got to hold my sen e and see 
what happens.” 

On Saturday. Rusedski 
was invincible on his serve. 
Muster had only one break 
chance, and he couldn't 
make use of it. 

Rusedski put 73 percent of 
his first serves in play, and 
he won 33 of those 36 
points. 

“I think when I served 
really well today, that might 
have put him off a little bit ” 
Rusedski said. *'He didn’t 
get to play too much on my 
service game. 

“One game when he had 
the break point, was the 
only game we got to deuce 
on.” 

Indeed, Muster called 
playing Rusedski “son of 
^.halfagamjs.” since his serve 
offered so little room for 
.^response.. . 

In the first set he at least 
managed to control rallies 
on his own serve, but in the 
second Muster failed to do 
that 

“I was a little unpatient on 
my groundstrokes.” Muster 
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Greg Rusedski 

said. “I made too many 
unforced errors at that stage 
of the match. Because I’m 
supposed to win my base- 
line rallies, and he’s sup- 
posed to win his service 
game. 

In the second set. I just run 
too much,” Muster added. “I 
wanid to win my points too 
quickly. Obviously, it takes 
a little more time to win the 
games playing from the 
baseline than hitting aces.” 

Rusedski improved his 
return game in the second to 
complete Muster’s undoing. 

“I managed to lift my 
game a level.” he said. “I 
got control of the match 
there.” 

Of the meeting with Rios, 
Rusedski said: “If I can con- 
tinue to serve the way 1 have 
been and be aggressive, then 
I have a good opportunity 
tomorrow." 

Rios had just saved a set.:: 
poiifrin the 12th game of the' 
first set when the rain hit. - 

When they returned to the 


court for the tiebreaker, he 
never missed a beat, rolling 
to a 6-1 lead. Gambill saved 
two set-points with an ace 
and a backhand down the 
line, but Rios wrapped up 
the set on a backhand win- 
ner on the next point. 

I think it was tough for 
him to come after six-alt to 
the court." Rios said. “He 
was playing really good, he 
came back he make a lot of 
mistakes. 

Gambill earned the first 
break of the second set to 
lead 2-1. but Rios broke 
back immediately. 

“I think that was the 
break ” said Rios, who also 
broke Gambill in the eighth 


game when the American 
blasted an overhead wide. 

Gambill, a 20-year-told 
from Spokane. Washington, 
was ranked 126th in the 
world when he received a 
wildcard into the tourna- 
ment. 

He defeated former world 
No. I Andre Agassi, winner 
of two tournaments already 
this year, in the quarter- 
finals to reach his first ATT 
Tour semi-final. 

"I didn’t play a horrible 
match,” he said. “But it 
could have been better. He’s 
a very good player. Gets to 
every' ball, makes you hit 
tons and tons of shots, i 
missed too manv.” 


PASSPORT LOST 

1, Nasser Mira Mohammad, have lost' my 
Brazilian passport bearing the number 

C.> 314657, in addition to other Brazilian 
documents: " ■ ? ... ^ ;i ' 

I would greatly appreciate anybody whir 
finds them to call 09-3611486. Y ~ 





§§>atnt ^Patrick'* M&p 

Lots ofVrinks ... Lots of Songs ... Lots of Laughs 

St Patricks Day b an Irbh Festival where people get jolly, 
listen to music, eat Irish food and dance ail day and night ! 

Event will feature: 

Irish beer, Irish folk songs , traditional Irbh Pub-food, an 
Irish 'Pub mate' (bar- tender) and a raffle draw : 

The celebration begins on March 15th~22nd 1998 
For more information p lease contact 4641561 ext 2309. 
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Reuters protests shooting 
journalists in West Bank 


ONDON (R) — The global 
new and information compa- 
?y Reuters said on Sunday that 
rtwas deeply concerned at the 
fating of nine journalists by 
lsra eli troops in the West Bank 
town of Hebron and would 
seek a full investigation. 

Two Reuters journalists, tele- 
vision cameraman Nael 
Shuyoukhi and cameraman- 
reporter Mazen Dana, were 
among the wounded when 
froops fired on the journalists 
w ith rubber-coated metal bul- 
lets during clashes in the town 
last Friday. 

“We wish to register the 
strongest protest over last 
Friday's shootings in Hebron, 
which raise disturbing ques- 
tions over the motives and 
actions of Israeli soldiers 
there." Reuters editor in chief. 
Mark Wood, said in a state- 


ment, 

"Journalists covering West 
Bank violence obviously run 
risks but this attack, which sug- 
gests targeting of the media, is 
unacceptable. It necessitates 
the fullest investigation rather 
than mere expressions of 
regret," Mr. Wood said 

The Israeli army has said 
security Ibices did* not notice 
the journalists and that it 
regrets the incident. 

"This is not the first time our 
journalists have been attacked 
and past protests appear to 
have had no effect." Mr. Wood 
said. 

“We seek assurances that 
those responsible will be dealt 
with and that Israeli authorities 
will take oil reasonable action 
to prevent a repetition." he 
added. 

The nine journalists, all 


Palestinians, bad been report- 
ing on disturbances which 
broke out when Jewish settlers 
entered the Palestinian -con- 
trolled part of Hebron for a 
protest march. The settlers' 
action touched off a Palestinian 
ricn. 

“Video footage shows 
Reuters cameraman Nael 
Shuyoukhi was shot twice 
while lying on the ground after 
sustaining a head wound." the 
Reuters statement said. 

“Witnesses say troops fired 
from a distance of only 20 
metres even though the jour- 
nalists repeatedly identified 
themselves as members of the 
media." it added 

Mr. Shuyoukhi was treated 
for his wounds in hospital and 
discharged early on Saturday. 
Mr. Dana, who was hit in the 
shoulder, received first aid. 


Compromise in works 
visit to east Jerusalem 


TEL AVTV (.AFP) — Israeli 
British and Palestinian officials 
neared a compromise Sunday 
to avert a diplomatic incident 
over plans by British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook to visit 
the site of a controversial 
Jewish housing project in .Arab 
east Jerusalem, officials said. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu declared Sunday 
that Nfr. Cook's plan to visit the 
Jabal Abu Ghneim settlement 
project on Tuesday with a lead- 
ing PLO figure. Faisal 
Husseini. was “not accept- 
able." 

His statement, reported in the 
official minutes of Sunday’s 
weekly cabinet meeting, was 
seen as a warning that Mr. 
Netanyahu could refuse to 
meet Mr. Cook during his one- 
day visit to Israel and the 
Palestinian icnitories. 

Mr. Cook has insisted on the 
visit to Juhal Abu Ghneim. 
known as Har Homa to 
Israelis, to signal the European 
Union’s (EUi opposition to 
Mr. Netanyahu’s policy of 
expanding Jewish settlements 
on occupied territory. 

Mr. Cook, whose govern- 
ment is the current president of 
the 15-nation European Union, 
said following a meeting of EU 
foreign ministers Saturday that 
"there was unanimous agree- 
ment that we should make 


clear that we do not support 
expansion of settlements and I 
should make that clear in the 
course of my visit by visiting 
Har Homa." 

Pressing ahead with the plan. 
Mr. Husseini and Britain’s con- 
sul general in Jerusalem. Robin 
Keaiy. visited Jabal Abu 
Ghneim on Sunday to set out 
the itinerary for Nir. Cook’s 
visit. British and Palestinian 
officials said. 

But the officials said it was 
likely Mr. Husseini would 
renounce accompanying Mr. 
Cook to avoid a diplomatic 
incident between Israel and the 
European Union. 

“There is a compromise 
being worked out under which 
Faisal would not accompany 
Cook to Abu Ghneim but 
would meet with him else- 
where in Jerusalem." said a 
Palestinian official at Orient 
House: Mr. Husseini's .Arab 
east Jerusalem headquarters. 

Israeli officials were also 
angry over plarc> by Mr. Cook 
to meet with representatives of 
Peace Now, a left-wing Israeli 
group opposed to Jewish set- 
tlements. 

Israel's decision last March 
to build 6.500 units for Jews at 
Jabal Abu Ghneim sparked a 
breakdown in Israeli- 
Palestinian peace negotiations 
which remain stalled a vear 


over Cook 
settlement 


later. 

Infrastructure work ar Jabal 
Abu Ghneim was completed 
months ago but the issue of 
tenders for the construction of 
housing units at the site has 
been delayed for months. 

The government has blamed 
the delay cm technical prob- 
lems but pro- settlement groups 
say Mr. Netanyahu has quietly 
put the project on hold under 
U.S. pressure in order to avoid 
worsening the crisis in negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians. 

Israel occupied Arab east 
Jerusalem in 1967 and illegally 
annexed it as pan of its capital. 

The annexation has not been 
internationally recognised and 
under the Oslo peace accords 
Israel promised to negotiate the 
future status of the city with the 
Palestinians, who want to 
make Arab east Jerusalem the 
capital of their own state. • 

Mr. Netanyahu a fierce crit- 
ic of the Oslo accords who 
came to office in June 1996. 
has said Israeli sovereignty 
over all of Jerusalem Is non- 
neeotiable. 

Mr. Cook will visit Egypt 
and Jordan on Monday, the 
Palestinian territories and 
Israel on Tuesday and Syria 
and Lebanon on Wednesday in 
a European bid to take a 
greater role in efforts to revive 
the Mideast peace process. 


Mossad agents tried to bug Islamist 
activist’s home in London — paper 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

THREE MOSSAD agents 
recently tried to bug the home of 
a prominent Mamisl activist in 
London, according to unnamed 
Israeli Intelligence entrees cited 
in the British press. 

A unnamed senior Mossad 
source told Tne Sunday Times 
that the operation was aborted 
after the agents were vren 
beha'-ing suspiciously by 
British police 

The London operation wu* 
pan of an attempt to monitor the 
activities of Lslamist otgonisu- 
tions in wen European eiries 
last month. 

InteJIigctiie sources say 
IslumLa activists in Paris. 
Rome. Athcn.-. Madrid and 
Geneva were uIm - targeted for 
bugging. Most of the other mis- 
sions were successful the 
sources said. 

Mossad. Israel's main intelli- 
gence service, sent jgents to 
London from its Paris station to 
tareei a man believed to be a 
member of the Shiite Islamist 
Hizboiluh. the sources said. 


The operation failed, howev- 
er. only a few cLys before four 
Mo>sad agents were orre>’eii 
near Beme. the 5vv is-, capital, 
trying to bug another Shiite 
Islomisi leader's home. 

Scotland 't'ard said it had no 
record of anyone bring detained 
or depurteJ on suspicion of 
planting bug-*. 

Israeli cabinet 
approves new 
Mossad chief 

Meanwhile. British-born 
Eft-aim Halevy. a v eleron a! both 
Israeli diplomacy and espi- 
onage. wun approval from the 
Israeli cabinet on Sunday to 
head the troubled Mo>ad spv 
agency. 

Mr. Halevy Israel's ambas- 
sador to tlx European Union 
and a former Mi. -sad deputy 
chief, was named by Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
to head the agency on March A 
A cabinet statemen! said Mr 


Halevy would lake over from 
Danny Yatom. who resigned 
last month amid scandals over 
botched missions in Jordan and 
Switzerland 

No dale was announced for 
the handov er. 

The once-celebrated Mossad 
has been rexrked in recent 
months by a failed attempt to 
kill an Islamist Hamas leader fa 
.Amman and the botched bug- 
ging of a home in the Swiss cap- 
ital Berne. 

Mr. Halevy has already, begun 
a media charm campaign to 
re '.italic the beleaguered 
agency. 

General .Amirom Levine, the 
army 's northern front comman- 
der and overall head of Israeli 
forces in south Leban«^n. will 
serve as deputy Mossad head. 
The statement did not say if 
Gen. Levine's appointment was 
approved. 

Israel on Sunday denied the 
report by the Sunday Times 
newspwper of Britain that in 
another affair, three agerx- of 
the Mossad tried to bug the 
home of a prominent Islamist 
anivtsi in London. 



KEEPING THE MUSSELS ABOVE WATER; An Indonesian fisherman carries a bag of mussels through a nver in a 
poverty stricken area of Jakarta on Sunday. The country now faces its worst financial crisis in decades, with the 
rupiah’ having fallen more than 70 per cent causing prices to shoot up and high unemployment among the nation s _ 
more than 200 million people (Reuteis photo) 


Erbakan’s 
wife to lead 
Turkey’s 
new Islamist 
party 

ANKARA ‘.AFPj — With 
former Islamis: Premier 

Necmettin Erookan banned 
from politics for five years, his 
wife is to take on tie leader- 
ship of a new Islamist party , 
the daily Sabah reported on 
Sunday. 

Neman Erbakan is expected 
to be officialiy registered with 
the new Virtue Party at a 
scheduled meeting next week- 
end. ar.d subsequently 
appointed leader, the report 
said. 

She would be the first 
woman to play a leadership 
role in an Lslamist party in 
Turkey. 

Anti-Erbakan reformers in 
the party were unlikely to 
muster sufficient strength to 
resist Mr. Erbakan's recom- 
mendations on his wife's 
appointment, analysts said 

Mr. Erbakan's Welfare Party 
was dissolved by the constitu- 
tional court earner tins y ear for 
activities running counter to 
Turkey 's secuiar political sy s- 
tem and the ex-premier 
droprwi from parliament and 
banned from politics. 

Qatari emir to 
visit Egypt to 
improve ties 

DOHA ; R — Qatar'* Emir 
Sheikh Ham_d 3er. Khalifa 
Ai Than; i« cue to visit 
Egypt laic: this month to 
catch up relations with 
Cairo, a Qatar: government 
official said or. Sunday. 
Foreign ministry 

spokesman Fawn Al 
Attiyah told reporter- the 
emir w.-jid go to Cairo on 
March 25 far talks with 
Egyptian Presicer.; Ho>ni 
Mubarak “to iron out dif- 
ferences" between Qatar 
and Egypt. Mr. Mubarak 
sen: a letter to the Qatari 
error last week inviting him 
to visit Egypt. Relations 

between the two countries 

have been '-aired since 
Doha accused Cairo of 
masterrr.irtdir.g a failed 
1996 attempt to overthrow 
the Qatari emir. Egypt 
denied the choree. 


U.N. rights body to study 
Algeria, Kosovo ‘abuses’ 


GENEVA (Ri — The United 
Nations* main human rights 
body, which opens its annual 
session on Monday, will scruti- 
nise abuses worldwide, includ- 
ing massacres in Algeria and 
violence in Serbia’s Kosovo 
province. 

But China, long a major 
focus of the six- week sitting of 
the U.N r .'s Human Rights 
Commission, will be out of the 
limelight now the United 
States has joined the European 
Union in deciding not to push 
for a resolution on Beijing's 
record. 

Human rights organisation 
Amnesty International has 
called on the commission to 
send investigators to look into 
the Algerian carnage and the 
deaihs of at least SO people, 
mainly ethnic Albanians, in a 
Serbian clampdown in 
Kosovo. 

However, the forum — 
perennially hamstrung by the 
political and trade alliances of 
its 53-member states — may 
not reach consensus on exactly 
how to tackle either situation. 

Amnesty has urged the com- 
mission to appoint a special 
rapporteur on .Algeria who 
could visit the country with 
I’.N. investigators on torture 
and extrajudicial executions 


Ten people killed in Algeria — report 

ALGIERS (.AFP) — Ten people were killed and five injured 
when gunmen fired on a crowd in a souq, or market, at Sidi 
Bakhti, southwest of Algiers, the daily La Tribune said Sunday. 
The gunmen were apparently preparing an ambush when they 
were' spotted by residents and began firing into die crowd on 
Thursday, the paper said. After die attack the security forces 
began searches which were still going on. La Tribune said. 
Security services neither confirmed dot denied the report Sunday. 


and be backed up by forensic 
experts. 

Violence erupted there in 
1992 after the authorities can- 
celled a general election domi- 
nated bv radical Islamists. 
Western estimates say more 
than 65.000 people have died 
since. 

Diplomats said thai with the 
.Algerian government arguing 
that the problem was an inter- 
nal affair, it would be difficult 
to gamer Third World support 
for a resolution. Some expect- 
ed an agreed chairman's state- 
ment — a milder form of cen- 
sure. 

The United States will again 
table a resolution on the former 
Yugoslavia, including a section 
on Kosova according to a U.S. 
diplomat, who said he expect- 
ed itto be easily adopted 

"Obviously we will 
denounce the excesses by 


{Serbian] police forces and call 
for calm and a peaceful resolu- 
tion of the dispute. But we will 
reaffirm the territorial integrity 
of Serbia-Montenegro.” be 
added 

Other countries who will be 
in the dock include “usual sus- 
pects" Burma, Cambodia, 
Cuba. Iran, Iraq and Sudan, but 
the democratic republic of 
Congo. formerly Zaire, 
Indonesia. Mexico and Nigeria 
are also likely to be under 
scrutiny. 

China has fought fiercely 
and successfully for the last 
seven years — using diplomat- 
ic and sometimes overt politi- 
cal pressure — to head off for- 
mal censure in resolutions 
sponsored bv the EU and the 
U.S. 


B JP gets green light to form 
India’s next government 


NEW DELHI '.AFP i — Hindu 
naucTulist lander Acal Bchari 
Vjjpavee Sunday : <ud he had 
bam invited by President KJU 
Narayanan to form India's new 
government, ending some two 
weeks of uncertainty after dead- 
locked national polls. 

Mr Vajpayee’s right-wing 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party «.BJP. Indian 
Pe-opieS Ftirry f asked to 
form a government late Sunday 
after he held nearly an hour- long 
talk with the president 
”1 hj-.e been invited to form 
the government." Mr Vajpayee. 
71. told reporters. “1 will he 
sworn in on the 1 9th < of March). 

'The government formation 
and this posi is a big challenge 
and responsibility." he added. 

A presidential letter to Mr. 
Vajpayee asked him to “seek a 
tote of confidence wiifiin 10 


days" in parliament. 

The BJP. heading a multi- 
party alliance, fell just short of a 
majority in the elections and has 
since been trying to woo minor 
parties and independents to join 
ils camp. President Narayanan 
asked the BJP to show “docu- 
mentary proof’ that it had the 
best chance of forming a stable 
administrauon following incon- 
clusive February -March nation- 
al elections. 

Earlier Sunday. Sonia Gandhi, 
the newly -elected chief of the 
Congress, told Mr. Narayanan 
her 115-year-old party did not 
have a majority to stake claim to 
office. 

The Italian-bom widow of 
former Premier Rajiv Gandhi 
told reporters after a meeting 
with the president: “We don't 
have the numbers to form the 
government, st» ue are dm stak- 


ing claim. 

“We have informed the presi- 
dent of the decision of our 
party." 

The BJP on Saturday said it 
commanded 264 seats, still 
short of a majority in the 545- 
seat lower bouse. 

But. with some parties plan- 
ning to abstain in a vote of con- 
fidence. that total is likely to be 
enough for the coalition's sur- 
vival. India, plagued by political 
instability, is electing its fifth 
government within two years. 

The BJR seen by rivals as a 
threat to India's secular constitu- 
tion. was fust invited to form a 
government on Tuesday, but Mr. 
Narayanan first demanded 
proof of its ability to do so. The 
once-dominant Congress has 
141 seats while its erstwhile 
ally, the United F root coalition, 
has 96 seats. 


United Arab Emirates opens first specialised defence show in Middle East 


U DHABI i AFP} — 
iron Defence Minister 
ikh Mohammad Ben 
hid AJ Moktoum on 
iday opened a five-day 
is show in which the 
id’s top defence manu file- 
rs arc showing off the latest 
lectronic warfare and com- 
lications systems, 
lore than* 200 exhibitors 
□ nearlv 20 countries have 
ered under one roof for the 
tie International Defence 
libition fTRJDEXl which is 
-ie held every two years, 
noting with a full-scale 
t. *how known as IDEX. 


fare and aunmunicatioas. 
TRIDEX also features logistic-, 
and medical equipment, .simu- 
lation and training. It is the first 
of its kind in the Middle East. 

"We have i-olded these three 
areas which ore of particular 
interest to the countries of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council, the 
Middle East ar.d Asia." 
Brigadier Staff Sultan Al 
Suwaidi. chairman of the 
organising committee, told 
reporters. 

Tne organisers have also 
invited dozens of official dele- 
gations. including chiefs of 
staff and decision-makers in 
defence pn\i:i.u--:i .o ; nr-. 


curcmcnL Britain’s Defence 
Minister George Robertson is 
due to attend the first two days 
of the show. 

Lured by the huge defence 
spending plans of the United 
.Arab Emirates il’.AE*. the 
largest foreign parceiranon 
come- from Europe, notably 
Britain and France. Russia’s 
stale-owned arms corporation 
RosvniTrouzhenie is al<> well- 
represented oi the indoor exhi- 
bition. 

Among the U.S. participants 
ore Lockheed Martin, which a 
senior U.S. official said Iasi 
week was set to win a lucrative 

o-rer.h.! ’"f tlv s:le "f F-ih 


fighter- :o the L a£. 

But there fra? rxrcn no ccnfir- 
matior from Abu Dhabi of ihe 
ifcal for around 80 fighter air- 
craft i hat L> essraared to be 
worth rerwser. 6 and S billion 
dollar-. 

The F-J6> rivals are the 
Rafale had! by Dassault of 
France and the Eerofichter, 
which U made by a European 
consortium led by British 
.Aerospace and Daimler-Benz 
of Germany. 

Amonc the esher cornpeu- 
tiOTts 5tiQ up for grabs and left 
undecided from lost year's 
IDEX ore bids from 


?v ‘nfo.cJie: 


Tavi 


of Spurn and LPTN of 
Indonesia for the supply of up 
to four maritime patrol aircraft 
to the l : AE navy which is in 
the thnx*s of a major upgrading 
programme. 

Newport News Shipbuilding 
of the United States and 
Britain's Vispcr Thtimy croft 
have also taken stands at 
TRTDEX. av rivals in a bid to 
supply six ocean-capable 
polroi craft in u deal estimated 
to bv worth 5600 million. 

“.All the main players ha*, e to 
make their presence felt at this 
exhibition sc as to remain in 
the game. There arc rich pick- 
ings tu be naide. .ikhnueh the 


Emiratis arc talting their time in 
making any decision.** said a 
defence artalysL asking not to 
benamed. 

.Among the lower-profile 
exhibitors. Bosnia- 

Htrrargovina Ls for the first 
time outside Europe showing 
ils ammunition and explosives, 
while Tatarstan has its own 
stand, separate fro m the 
Russian Federation. Australia. 
South Africa and the Ukraine 
arc aLso at the show. 

In CXcember. the UAE 
ordered 30 .Mirage 2000-9 
fighters from France as part of 
a deal worth some S3. 4 billion 
iha. includes the modernisation 


of the oil-rich country's fleet of 
33 Mirage 2000 SAD8s. 

ft was the second biggest 
military contract between the 
UAE and France, its main airns 
supplier, following their 1993 
package for the sale of 436 
Leclerc battle tanks built by 
Giat for around S3.8 billion. 

The UAE. which has sought 
to beef , up its armed forces 
since the 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, has spent mote than S8 
billion over the past seven 
vears. 



Grooving ghouls 
open Brussels 
fantasy film season 

BRUSSELS CR) — 
Drooling hunchbacks and 
puiple-haixed watches 
danced with wart-ridden 
gpblins and devils when the 
16th Brussels festival of fan- 
tasy films kicked off with a 
fancy-dress fling on 
Saturday. Growling were- 
wolves. chained monsters 
and gyrating vampires 
1 etched and slavered over 
white-skinned maidens as 
they swirled across the dance 
floor. Growing bigger every 
year, the annual Brussels 
international festival of fan- 
tasy. thriller and science fic- 
tion films plans to screen 88 
full-length feature films and 
49 shorter films. 

Curing baldness 
from top to tail 

LOS ANGELES (.R) — At 
14 years of age Jimmy got a 
little depressed when he 
found himself going bald. 
But a new product is helping 
him grow his hair back, and 
he's friskier. No, Jimmy is 
not a member of the Hair 
Club for men. He is an elder- 
ly Maltese dog, one of an 
estimated 50 million dogs 
and cats in the U.S. suffering 
from problems with bald- 
ness. Now a new product 
called Itchstick is offering 
hope. “He used to chew off 
his fur until it bled." said 
Jimmy’s owner Nonna 
Lindquist. “After about three 
w eeks with Itchstick, the far 
is growing back." 

British prince 
prefers to eat Italian 

LONDON (AFP) — Prince 
Charles has angered Britain's 
food experts by saying he 
prefers Italian food to tradi- 
tional British fare. In a con- 
tribution to a book honouring 
the nation's cuisine Charles 
turned his nose up at British 
roast beef, leg of lamb and 
saddle of venison and opted 
for Italian basil and pine nut 
loaf, and gnoedu with pesto. 
The publishers of “Culinary 
Tour Around the World” had 
make some changes to 
account for Charles' tastes. 
The introduction to the 
British section reads “British 
cuisine is now so eclectic 
that we include some Italian 
recipes.'' Book editor Wendy 
Hobson said his choices 
were “insulting to British 
cuisine." 

Lewinsky like 
El Nino for 
stirring storm 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Somehow it had to be done. 
El Nino and Monica 
Lewinsky, the headline-grab- 
bing stormy sensations that 
blew in from the west, have 
been linked Senator Tom 
Daschle drew them together, 
defending U.S. President Bill 
Clinton against Republican 
claims that be has been too 
distracted by the sex scandal 
to do his job. “Monica 
Lewinsky is the legislative 
equivalent of El Nino... if 
they [the Republicans] want- 
ed to get dings done, they . 
could do them. There is noth- 
ing that prevents them... [The 
Lewinsky scandal] is just a 
convenient excuse like 0 
Nino is in other parts of the 
country.' 1 he said 

DiCaprio the new 
James Dean 
— magazine 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Denied an Academy Award 
nomination despite a leading 
role in the blockbuster hit 
“Titanic." actor Leonardo 
DCaprio is fast becoming the 
biggest screen heart-throb in 
the U.S. Newsweek maga- 
zine has dubbed fa® 
“Anierica's newest teen 
idol." comparing the 
“dreamy, cute" DiCaprio — 
with fas sweet smile, blue- 
grcen eyes and blond hair — 
to the late James Dean. 
Thousands of Internet pages 
chart fas tastes, astrological 
sign and public appearances, 
while fans sing fas praises in 
online chat rooms. 





